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OBSERVATIONS

Knigbthood of the B ATH.

O N Occafion of a late Report, that a newCreation of Knights of the Bath, is
intended, Queftions have been propofed

to me from feveral Perfons, both in private Con-
verfation, and by Letters, as well concerning the
Origin, the Antiquity, the Dignity of their Degree,
as concerning the ancient and folemn Rites of confer-
ring it 5 for the Satisfaktion of fuch Perfons, and in
Anfwer to their refpedive Demands, who have been
plealed to confult me upon this Head, as foppofing
the Nature of my Office hath obliged me to make
forne more curious and particular Refoarches into the
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different Ranks and Diftindions of Men in civil Life,
I have here made fome curiory Obfervations, which
may be fufficient, at prefent, to give a general Idea
of this State of Knighthood, ’till I find a proper
Opportunity for methodizing the Colledions, which
may be applied, towards compiling a regulär, and
more complete Hiftory, upon the Subject.

I. In Anfwer to the firfi: Inquiry, concerning the
Origin of this Degree, it may be obferved, that the
End of all Inftitutions in refped to Titles, or Offices
of Honour, is to encourage and promote Vertue;
That being the great Support and Security of civil
Government, All wiie and well, regulated States, in
the World, have ever beeil careful to reward fuch Per¬
lons, who have diftinguiflied themlelves by any ver-
tuous Qualities, or Atchievements, with certain
publick honorary Badges of Diftindion. And as
Vertue tends, in all Inffances, and in every different
Branch of it, to promote the publick Good, fo diffe¬
rent Orders, or Rules of a vertuous Condud, have
been affigned to Men, by Means of which, they
might, in their feveral Stations, be rendered, at once,
more ufeful, and ornamental to Society.

The more fpecifick Rule to that Degree of Knight¬
hood, which I am now confidering, and wherein the
proper Charader of it, as contradiftinguiflied from
other Orders, doth confift, is comprehended in the
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Reaföns of its Inflitution, which I am going co recite.
It may be queftioned, indeed, whether there is any
Rule extant, in any Order, that may noc be reduced
to one, or other of the excellent Ends, for which this
Degree, in particular, of the Bath was inftitutedj
Ends fo great, fo good, fo pious, and comprehenfive,
that they do not feem capable of receiving any Addi¬
tional Improvement: For what can be fäid to am-
plify, or llluftrate the Defign of an Inflitution, afcer
we are told, It ff is for the Exaltation of the Holy
tc Chriflian Religion $ the Support of the Rights of
f< our Sovereigns j the Defence of their Real ms the
£C Advancement of Juflice $ the Protedion of Virgins,
<c Widows, and Orphans ; the Relief of the Op-
tc prefled; and for demonflrating the AfFedion of our
tc Monarchs towards the Eflate of Chevalrie ; to the
cc End, both their Subjecls, and Foreigners may be
ff rewarded for heroick military Adions, and towards
tc exciting other Perfons to imitate fuch Examples,”
So that in refped to the Origin of this Degree, in ge¬
neral, we may conclüde, it to be founded, upon re-
rcligious, upon moral, and political Confiderations.

II. In Reference to the Antiquity of Knight-
hood of the Bath , I (Fall eite the Authority of a ‘Jean
du Tillet , who fuppofeth it to have been pradiced by

Rccueil des Roys de France , ieurs co'uronne, 8c maifon A31.
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the ancient Franks, with that of b Mr. Camden to the
ferne EfFed, who writes, that He obferved nothing
more ancient concerning this Dignity, than that it
was in Ufe among the old Franks: Thefe were
the Inhabitants of lower Germany, with whom, it is
highly probable, the Saxons, who invaded England, had
the ferne common Defcent; and who, with other Cu-
ftoms, upon their Settlement here, introduced the lame
Method of Knighthdod j Du Tillet farther remarks,
thefe ancient Franks, when they conferred Knighthood,
obferved many lolemn Rites; Before they perform-
ed Vigils, they bathed, to fignify that fuch, who
were admitted to this Degree, fliould be of a
pure Mind, and of honeft Intentions; Be willing to
conflid with any Dangers, or Difficulties, in the Caufe
of Virtue ; take Care both in their Words, and A&i-
ons, to follow the Maxims of Prudence; and on all
Occafions, religioufly obferve the Rules of Fidelity,
and Honour, Which Rites and Conditions, accord-
ing to hisTeftimony, ftill continued to be pra&ifed in
England and from the Pradice of them, Gentlemen
were here denominated Knights of the Bath.

If it fliould be then admitted, that the Title is of
no greater Antiquity, in this Kingdom, than from the
Reign of Hen. IVj or, that we have not any authentick
Monument, before his Time, which {pecifies a Degree

i Brhdnni* p. 124. Ordines
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of Knighthood, under that exprefs Appellation ; yet
this ought not to be confidercd, as any Argument,
againll the Antiquity oF the Thing itfelf: For if the
Ceremony of Bath'mg was formerly ufed, as it will
prefently appear to have been, in creating Knights,
though our Hiftorians have omitted, on the Occa-
fion, to niention that Ceremony ; yet all the real Ends.
of the Inftitution were equally anfwered, and the Ho-
nour of it, as cffedually conferred, as if Bathing had
been exprelsly mentioned by fuch Hiftorians; it be-
ing ufual with the beft hiftorical Writers, under ferne
general Charader, or Adion, to imply, or feppofe
Things, with which fuch Charader, or Adion, was-
known to be conftantly attended. For Inftance,
the Inauguration, or Coronation of the King, doth
fuppofe, that all the other läcred concomintant Rites
of that Solemnity, were then fully and regularly per-
formed, though they may not be diftindly enume-
rated; The Rule holds, with Refped to all inferior
Adminiftrations, whether in religious or civil Life.
The Honours of the Peerage, for Example, to which
any Perlon hath been advanced, were ever prelumed.
to be elFedually convcyed, and the principal Rites,
appropriated to the Conveyance of it, to be always
performed, notwithftanding Ipecifick Mention was
was not made by Hiftorians, concerning the Perform¬
ance of every feparate Rite, in particular, then con¬
ftantly ufed upon luch Inveftitures.

It
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'It may be farther affigned, as a Reafon, why

Knights of the Bath had not that Appellation more
. early attributed to thern by Hiftorians, that it was
the ulual Cuftom, even in Records, and legal Courles

<of Procedure, to denominate all Knights by that
Addition lolely, without delcending to Ipecify the

1 Order, or Degree of Knighthood, whereby they were
relpe£tively dillinguillied, as I have particularly oblervcd
in Reference to c Knights of the Garter ; who for leveral
Reigns, fuccellively, after that molt noble Inftitution,
were not yet ftiled Knights of the Gartery in Patents
froni the Crown, or Inftruments refpecfing their own
private Affairs. But no one will therefore pretend

• to infer, in Contradi&ion to unqueltionable Facts,
that there were no Knights of the Garter antecedent
to the Uläge of that Title.

Though the Denomination then was not ufed, yet if
certain Ceremonies, peculiarly appropriated to this De¬
gree, are mentioned by any forrner Hiftorians or Re¬
cords j Ceremonies, which had no relation to any
other known Degree of Knighthood, we may
jultly conclude, this determinate Degree of Knight¬
hood is thereby to be underltood ; as, particularly, from
the Robes of Rudet, or brown Colour, the crimlon
or Icarlet Robe, the Vigils, the Bed, the Bed-ticking,
the Matrace, the Canvas, the Sheets, the Oblation of

c Introduü. to the Regifler of the Garter, p- 5. the
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the Sword upon the Altar, &c. For fince it doth not
appear, that the Crown, at the Times referred to,
did give Furniture, or Habiliments of this Kind, to
Knights-Batchelors made by the Stroke of the Sword,
or Bannerets, ßmply as fuch, or that they perfbrmed any
©f thefe Ceremonies; it undeniably follows,that Knights,
to whom the like Furniture or Habiliments weregiven,-.
and who adtually went through all thefe Forms, are to
be confidered, as of a different Rule or Degree, both
from Knights-Batchelors, and Knights-Bannerets.

Thus in a publick Creation of Knights, which was
made by Edward the Firfl, Matthew of Weßmmßer re-
ports the feveral known Ceremonies and the Vigils
ufed on that occafion, without any recital of the Ce-
remony of Bathing in particular; yet in the e Record
or Account of the Wardrobe, particularly referring to
that Creation, there is an Article, wherein a diftmbfc
Charge is exhibited fbr Expences folely belonging to
the Bathy to the Covering of it, and of the Bed, &c.
And there is the fäme Reafbn to conclude, that at
other Creations, the fäme Rites of Bathing were ufed j
though it was not neceffary to mention them, where
the Reafbn of the Fact, and common Ufage fuppofed
every thing done according to Form : But, in exhibit-
ing a Bill of Expences, it is ufual, and neceflary in-
deed, on fome Accounts, to defcend to particular Cir-

cumftances,
e Appendix, Numb. xii, xiii.



eumftances, wjhich yet it would be improper for an
Hiftorian to be minute, and fcrupuloufly Particular
in relating. And even die Clerks of the Wardrobe it-
lelf do not always mention thole Particulars of the
Covering of the Bath, and of the Bed, which yet are
known to be implied, or tacitly comprehended in their
Accounts: Even in the Reign of Hen. VII, a Roll
exhibiting the Names and Arms of all the Knights
created by him, only mentions in general, Knyghts tnade
at the Coronacion off the Kyng Knyghts made att the Co-
ronacion off the Quene $ Knyghts ?nade att the Creacion of
Prynce Arthur; Knyghfs made att the Creacion off Hen¬
ry Duc of York-, without delcending to diftinguifli
them, as Knights of the Bath ; though thefe were
certainly foj as will appear from the Inftruments
in the Appendix, taken from other Memoirs of that
Reign.

This, I apprehended, might be conveniently pre-
miled, as introdu&ory to what I am proceeding to
eite from /Mr. Camden, who relates, fC That as to the
<c Knights of the Bath, he had found nothing more
“ ancient, than that this Dignity was in ule among
<c the old Franks, and that Henry the Fourth, King of
<{ England, on the Day of his Coronation, in the
i( Tower of London, conferred the fame upon Forty-fix
(f Elquires, who had watched all Night before, and

/ Britannia, p. 124.
had
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tc had bathed themfelves; that he gave to every one
“ of them a green Side-coat reaching down to the Ancle,
(( ftrait-fleeved, and furred with Menever, and ha-
<c ving on the Lefr-ihoulder two white filk Twifts
“ hanging loole, with Tadels at them j” which Words,
as far as they relate to Henry IV, are apparently ta-
ken from £ Froißart’s Narrative of that Coronation.
& Mr. Seiden feems to have followed the Opinion
of this learned Antiquary; for he writes, “ that the
“ firft expreß Mention of the Knights of the Bath,
<c as of a diftind Order, is commonly attributed to
<f the Beginning of Henry the Fourth ” and he quotes
the fame Padage from Froifart, ff that this King, at
“ his Coronation, made Forty-fix Knights at the Tower,
tc who were bathed ” though he loon refers us to what
he had fäid in the other Parts of his Treatile, about
bathingy in making Knights-Batchilers (as he terms
them) by the Kings of France and England, long be-
fbre the Reign of Henry IV. Others * have pretended
to diicover a more early Rife of this Dignity and Ap¬
pellation, from a Statute in the ioth of Richard II,
which in the old Prints was expreded in'fuch a Män¬
ner, as might at firfl; View fupport that Adertion i yer,
upon confulting the original Record more carefully, it

g Appendix, Numb. 34.
h Titles of Honour, p. 678.
» Thinn’-f Adzocatc, and Anti-Advocate y M S- penes me, G. 2. p. 24 6 b.

VVhidockV Reading on the Statute of Plwalities, M S.
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will be found, that the Word from whenee the Mif
take hath arifen is * bannuz banifhed, not, as it hath
been fuppofed, baignees bathed; and accordingly it is
obfervable, that in the A6t of the 11 th of Richard II,
whereby the Perföns mentioned in this Statute of the
2oth Year, Belknap, Holt, and Burgleigh, threejudges,
were banifhed, they have only the bare Addition of
Knights; though indeed the two latter of them were
really Knights created by Bathing : For though this A6t
of 20 Rieh. II, by reafon of what hath been already re-
marked upon it, cannot beregularly produced tofhew,
that they were fö created; yet the Fa£t is evident from
another 'Inftrument of 7 Rieh . II, the Authority of
which cannot be difputed.

There are good Grounds to fiippofe, that the Cu-
ftom of Bathing before Knights were formally confli-
tuted, was much more antient j and that Bathing, as
previous to a Degree of Knighthood, and concomitant
with the Vigils, had been introduced by the Saxons.
We have indeed few Memorials of that Age relating
to our Subjedl; however m Malmsbury informs us, that
Alfred conferred on his Nephew Athelßan, föme De-

i Item noflre Seigneur le Roi eft aflentuz, & ad grauntez de la grace efpe-
tiale par aflent, & accord de toutz Seigneurs efpiriruelx & temporeix, & de
toutz les Comones en ceft Parlement a Robert Bealkmp, John Holt , & Wil¬

liam de Burgh, Chivalers bannuz, & demourantz en Irland q’ils reviendrent
en Engleterre , &c. St. 20 R. 2. & vii.

I Append. Numb. 29.

m Appendix, Numb* 1.
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gree of Knighthood ; in which Acftion he gave him a
crimfon Robe, which might not then be appropriated,
but is now peculiarly appropriated to Knights of the
Bath ; and likewile a Sword, under the expreß Denomi¬
nation of a Saxon Sword; which Article, as it may in-
timate that Cuftom of Knighting was introduced by the
Saxonsy and derived from them, io perhaps might be
defigned, as fome ipecial and ftanding Memorial to
prelerve the Remembrance of their Reftdence among
US.

But Ingulfus , who lived at the Time of the Con-
queft (as it is ufoally termed) of this Kingdom by the
Normans , is very particular, concerning the Pra&ice of
conferring Knighthoods by his Countrymen the
Saxom.

“ It was the Cuftom ( n läith he) of the Engliß,
“ before the Norman Invafion, that he, who was to be
<( regularly admitted to the Degree of Knighthood,
<f ihould, on the Eve of the Day before his Initiation
(( to that Degree, repair to fome Bilhop, Abbot, Monk,
“ or Prieft, and there, with all Humility and Com-
“ puntftion of Heart, confeß all his Sins j and having
“ received Abfolution, ihould continue the whole
“ Night in the Church, exercifing the ftricft Offices of
tc Piety, and a fincere Humiliation; that in the Mor-
tc ning he fhould hear Maß, öfter his Sword upon the

n Appendix, Numb. 2.C I “ Altar,
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“ Altar, and, after the GoKpel, the officiäting Prielt
<c fhould, wich his Benedidtion, lay a Sword, lacred to
“ that Ule, upon this Knight’s Neck, who then ha-
te ving participated of the Holy Mylteries of the
“ Communion, was from that Time conftituted and
“ reputed a compleat Knight: Of which Cuftom (as
“ he proceeds) the Normans exprefled an high Detef
<f tation, as reputing Knighthood conferred in this
<c Männer, tobeofamean, degenerous, and ignoble
f£ Creation.”

Thus Ingulfus reprefents the Matter: But 0 Mr. Cam-
den and P Sir Henry Spelman leem to be of O pinion, that
the Normans did not really diflike, or dilcontinue this
Praelice j becaufe William Rufus, Son of the Conque-
ror, was Knighted by Archbifhop Lanfrank, and upon
fome other Accounts ipecified by them, which it is not
here neceflary to mention.

I {hall not diflemble, that in the Paflage cited
from Ingulfus, he doth not ule the Term Bathing-, but
this cannot be urged, upon any good Grounds, as a
negative Argument, that Bathing therefore was not, at
the Time of his Writing, uled preparatory to the Vi-
gils: For w ithin the Space of eighteen Years after his
Death, which happened in 1105), Bathing, aswillap-
pear from the Extradl, that I am going to produce,
is leparately, and exprelsly mentioned, not as a new

0 Britan. p. 126.
p Diflertatio de Milite in Reliquiis, p, 177.
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Cuftom introduced, but as a common requifite Ar-
ticle among other known and received Rites of con-
ferring Knighthood.

“ v Geoffrey the Son of Fulk Earl of Anjou, which
tc Earl was afterward King of Jerufalem, being in the
c< fifteenth Year, the Flower of his Age, Henry the
“ Firft, King of England, propofed to give his only
“ Daughter in Marriage to him : Overtures were made
es to that End by King Henry to Fulk, who. promifed,
f c that he would conform to the King’s Pleafure, and
“ Demands: Engagements were made, and folemnly
c< ratified on each Part, and all Obftacles to the Exe-
“ cution of the Treaty feemed to be effecfually remo-
<c ved : While the Negotiation was depending, the
“ King fent a Meffage to the Earl, requiring, that
“ his Son, who had not yet been initiated into any
“ military Degree, fliould, at the approaching Pente -
“ coß, come honourably attended to Roan j that he
(C might there receive his Arms in Form [that is, the
<f Dignity of Knighthood] with other young Gentle-
<c men of the fame Age, and by that means partici-
<f pate in the Royal Feftivities. The King found no
“ DifEculty on occafion of thisDemandj ajuft, and
<f reafonable Requeft is eafily granted. Geoffrey, by
<f Command of his Father, upon the Profpeft of being
<c made Son-in-Law to a King, attended by five Lords

q Appendix, Numb. 3«
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f< and a numerous Company of Knights came to
“ Roan: The King, that he might the better diico-
“ ver his Temper and Capacity, propofed feveral
“ Qudtions to him, and conferred with him after
£C a free, and familiär Männer; the whole Day was
tf fpentinjoy, and Triumph: Early the next Morn-
* c ing a Batb was prepared, according to the Ceremo-
<f nial when any Perfon is' to receive Knighthood j
<c then, after Bathing, he put on a linnen Shirt;
ts over that a Veit ment embroidered with Gold, and
“ upon it a Mantle of Purple or Scarlet, with a Pair
cf of filken Stockings, and Slippers on whofo Out-
tc fide golden Lyons were worked. The King’s Son-in-
“ Law being thus fplendidly habited, an Horfe of the
cc fineft Shape was prepared, and a Coat of Male made
st of double Rings, and of fuch a Temper as render-
“ ed it impenetrable to any Lance 5 his Boots for his
<f Legs were likewifo of Mail duplicated in the like
" Männer, and- his Spurs were made of Gold; his
fC Shield, charged with golden Lyons, hung upon his
<f Neck; upon his Head he wore an Helmet adorned
<c and enriched with many precious Stones, which
fC was alfo tempered in fuch a Männer, that no Sword,
tc or other Inftrument of War, had Force fufficient to
<c pierce it, and then was put into his Hand a Lance
“ of Afh, armed at the Point with Iron of h Poiffiers.
“ In the Clofe of the Ceremonial, they delivered to

b See Du Frefn Gloff v. Ferrum Piftavienfe.
him
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u him a Sword which had Iong been in the King’s Ar-
cc mory, in embellifhing which, one Galan, the mod
<f famous Engraver of that Time, had difcovered great
“ Art, and uled much Induftry. Our young Knight
“ being thus armed, as a good Prefäge of his future,
<f Gallantry, mounted his Horfc with great Agility.
cc To conclude, that Day being peculiarly dedicated
<c to the Honour of his Knighthood, and to uninter-
<c rupted Mirth martial Exercifes, and Decorations.
“ of Feafts, and Dreis,. were the whole Bufinefs and
“ Entertainment of it. The Solemnity of the Initi—
tc ation of this Knighthood continued fucceflivelv for

j

“ feven Days.”
Several Obfervations may be made upon this Hi-

ftory, towards illuftrating the prefent Subjedl: It- is
remarkable, in the Firft Place, that a King of the Nor¬
man Line, the Son of the Conqueror, yet obferved
Bathingy (which may be efteemed appendent to the
Saxon Cuftom of Vigils) even when he was in his Nor¬
man Dominions beyond Sea: A Circumftance, which
may be improved, to fliew the Improbäbility of In-
gulfus his Opinion, concerning the Diflike of the Nor¬
mans to the Method ufed by the Saxons3 in creating
Knights: For it cannot be fuppofed, whatever poli.-
tical Reafons might induce a Sovereign Prince to cer-
tain A£ts of Compliance with his People, againft his
Inclination and Sentiments, while he refided among
thcm j yet, that in his foreign Dominions he would>

choofe
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choofe to a£t after a Männer difägreeable to his own
Temper, and to that of his foreign Subjeds.

II. This Creation of Knighthood, it may be farther
obferved, was, at the Time of folemnizing a Mar-
riage; and the Degree of Knighthood of the Bath hath
been fince frequentJy conferred on the like Occafions.
This Ceremony was perfbrmed upon one of the higheft
Peftivals of the Year, tha Day of Pentecoß • in the
Choice of which, it is not improbable, King Henry
was rather determined fbr doing (lieh an Ad of Grace,
fince himfelfhad beenKnighted on that r Anniverfary
in the Year 1084.

III. A confiderable Number of young Gentlemen,
by whom Geoffrey was attended, were/knighted with
him 5 and, conformable to that. Pradice, the fime
Ufage hath been retained in fubfequent Creations.

IV. It may very reafonably be concluded, that in
the free and familiär Converfition which the King
had with this young Candidate, he miglit himfelf de-
fcend to inftrud him in the Nature, and Duties of
the Degree with which he was preparing to honour him;

r Mat. Paris, p. u. Numb. "JO.
/ Thus in Mr. Selden’r Copy, in his Titles of Honour, p- 640. Ejüs vero

confodales qui cum eo militi* fufcipienda muuus expeäabant, univerii byffo
Sc purpura innovantur.

a Con-
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a Conjc&ure, which may be more realonably made, as
this King, having been himlelf a Man of uncommon
Erudition, would naturally be a greater Encourager of
Ingenuity and Arts: And it will be evident from Pre-
cedents hereafter cited, that we have had leverai Mo-
narchs who did not think it below their Dignity, per-
fbnally to inftrudt the Efquires who were to receive this
Honour of Knighthood from them.

V. There is a near Affinity oblervable between the
Make of the Habits, as they are reprelented at that
Time, and the Männer, and Ceremony of putting
them on, with the Forms that are now uled, in both
Relpedts.

VI. And whereas an Horfe, we are here told, was
prefented to the young Knight, it is well known, that
in fucceeding Times diele Knights of the Bath were obli-
ged to make Cavalcades with great State.

VII. Belides thele leverai Ulages, which might be
derived from the Saxonsy a Lance, a Coat of Mail, a
Shield, an Helmet, <&c. were delivered, which pro-
bably were according to the Norman Method of confer-
ring Knighthood, by whom, according to the Cuftoms
of France, Tilts and Tournaments might be then pra-
cliled, which yet were not introduced into this Realm
tili under the Reigns of the lucceeding Kings.

D VIII. In
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VIII. In the Formularies of the Knighthood of the

Bath, and in feveral Precedents cited in the Appendix,
the Eldeft and younger Sons of our Sovereigns, as
well as other Candidates for this Honour, at their
Coming to Court for the Reception of it, were
only permitted to ferve up the firft Diih to the King’s
Table j and had not the Privilege of fitting down,
until they had been actually made compleat Knights,
according to the Rites of the Ceremonial: Which Cus¬
tom is plainly intimated, in this Hiftory, by the Words,
Regalibus gaudiis interejfet 5 an Inftitution of great An¬
tiquity •, for ‘ Paulus Diaconus, who died in the Begin¬
ning of the ninth Century, in his Hiftory of the
Lombards, is very full and clear to this Purpofe; “You
“ know, faith he, it is not cuftomary, that even the
“ Son of the King, ftiould be permitted to fit at Ta-
“ ble with him, except he hath firft received Arms from
<{ fome foreign Prince.” And fo late, as in the H In¬
terview of the Emperor Charles IV, with Charles V
King of France, in 137 8, the Dukes who were not
Knights, had not the Privilege of fitting at Supper
with them, which was allowed to thofe who had been
dignified with that Honour.

The next Teftimony will be taken from John Salis-
burienfs, who lived to the Year 11 8 2,, and muft be ad-

t 1.1. c. 23. # Entreveus, &c. par Godefroy, p. 72.
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.mitted a competent Witnefs; becaufe, under the Pon¬
tificate of Pope Adrian, his, and our Countryman,
he took a Journey 3 in his younger Years, to Rome, to
vifit that Pope; and in his Journey (as it appears
from his own Teftimony) did himfelf receive the Ho¬
nour of * Knighthood, from an Archdeacon, in Italy:
He is indeed filent, as to the Articles of Bathing and
Vigils, but mentions another Chara&eriftick of this
Knighthood, the Oblation of the Sword, as a

y Form pre-required; and which, he writes, ft ill fixb-
fifted in his Time. Petrus Blefenjis was his Con¬
temporary, and Scholar at Paris, and as he had the far¬
ther Advantage of living for fbme Time in the Court
of Henry II, fo it muft be fuppofed he was fufticient-
1y qualified to judge of the Cuftoms in that Court,
efpecially of fuch, as were prabtifed on the moft pub-
lick, and fignal Occafions. He * obferves, that, “ fbr-
tf merly Knights obliged themfelves, by a military
fc Oath, to do true and faithful Service to the State ;
“ never to fly in Battel, and always to prefer the Pub*
“ lick Good to the Safety and Prefervation of their own
“ Lives j and even, at thisTime the Candidates receive
ff their Swords from the Altar thereby interpretative-
“ ly, and as by a vifible Teft of their Sincerity, de-
“ daring themfelves true and faithful Sons of the
<c Church j ready to maintain the Honour of the

a; Append. Numb- 5. y Append. Numb- 4.
D z

*> Append. Numb. 6 -
“ Prieft-
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tc Priefthood, to defend the Poor, to punifli Injuftice,
“ and to aflert the Liberties of their Country: But
“ this Defign is now notorioufly and fhamefully per-
“ verted: they who are at prefent inverted with Knight-
“ hood, being Enemies to the profeflors of Chriftiani-
“ ty, are the Men who invade and lay wafte the Patri-
<c mony of the Church.”

This Petrus Blefenjis , whom we laft quoted, died,
as appears from a * Record, before the Twentieth of
May, in the fourteenth Year of King John’s Reign;
under which, we find Directions in the King’s Ward¬
robe for providing h Habits of Scarlet, of green or
brown Colour, with Breeches and Shirts, Braccis &
Camiftis, which agree exactly with the Formulary of
creating Knights of the Bath > and alfo Bedding, Co¬
verlets and Sheets, which were doubtlefs for the Ser¬
vice of thole who were to be Bathed: for no
other proper, or indeed probable Occafion can be af*
figned for them : And like Orders frequently oc¬
cur for providing Beds and Coverlets in the c Reign
immediately fiicceeding, and in that too of d Edward
the Firft. But, in this Reign, we have alfo a collateral
Teftimony to our Purport from e Matthew of JPejlmin-

fter, who, tho’ he doth not, as we have already ac¬
knowledged, dertend to fpecify Bathing $ yet, in the

a Claus. 14 Joh- l Append, Numb. 7, 8- c Append* Numb, p*
4 Append. Numb. io s 11. e Append. Numb. 12.

Re-
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Record / for providing Materials for thefe very Knights,
whom he doth mention, the Bath is exprefsly men¬
tioned. And, as feveral pertinent and ufeful Obferva¬
rious may, and will be made upon this Citation from
the Monk of Wejlminjfer, I thought it might be con¬
venient to inlert a true and entire Copy of it.

<c The King, to render his Expedition into Scot-
“ land more fplendid and numerous, caufed Prock-
“ mation to be made throughout England, whereby
" all Perlons entitled [compellable] to take Knight*
“ hood by Right of Hereditary Succeflion, that is,
“ by Lands defcended to them ; or who had
“ Eftates fufficient to fupport that Degree, were re-
“ quired, on the Feaft of Pentecojl, to attend at Wejl-
“ minjler, where, every one of them Ihould receive fe~
“ verally, out of the King’s Wardrobe, at the King’s
“ Expence, all Things belonging to the Habit of
t( Knighthood, except what related to the Furniture
“ of his Horfe [or Armour for filch Knight]. At
" the Time and Place appointed, there was an Appea-
<f ranee of Three-hundred young Gentlemen, Sons
“ of Earls, Barons, and Knights, to whom was di-
" ftributed in ample Meafure, according to their dif-
“ ferent Qualities, Purple, fine Linnen, Furrs, and
“ Mantles embroidered with Gold: And becaule the

“ Royal
/ Appendix, Numb. xiii.
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<e Royal Palace, though (pacious, was not of Extent
“ (ufficient to accommodate fo great a Number, they
<f repaired to the Nenjj Temple-y where they ereded
fC Tents and Pavilions, having firrt cut down the
<f Trees in the Orchat, and levelled the Walls of it,
“ that they might feparately, and more commodiouf
“ Iy drefs themlelves in their fplendid Habits. That
“ Nighty as many of them performed their Vigils
“ in the Temple- Church, as the Place would well
“ contain: But the Prince of Wales9 by Command
<c of the King his Father, kept his Vigils in the Church
<c of Wefiminjler , with fome other Per (on s of the firft
<c Dignity. There, the Noife of Trumpets and Pipes
fi was fo great, and the Acclamations of the People
“ fo loud and extended, that the Voices in one Choir
<f could not be diftindly heard in another. On the
<c Day following, the King inverted his Son with the
i( military Belt, and configned to him the Dutchy of
“ Aquitain. The Prince being Knighted, went to
<c the Church of Wejlminjler, that he might confer
“ the like military Honour on his Companions j
<c there, the Prels, occasioned by a promifcuous Con-
<f courfe of People, was lb great, before the high Al-
ff tar, that two Knights were rtifled ; and Several faint-
<c ed away; for every Knight had, at leaft, Three other
(e Knights to condud and Support him. But the
<c Prince was obliged, by ReaSon of the tumultuous
f c Croud, to invert his Companions upon the high

“ Al-



« Altar, having, by his Guards, made Way for them
“ to pals through the People. Then were brought and
« prefented two Swans, introduced with much Pomp,
te and covered with golden Nets, adorned and em-

“ ful to the Spectators : The King offered a Vow to
“ God, upon the Prefentation of the Swans, that he
“ would make a Defcent upon Scotland , with a De-
“ fign, whether he fliould live or die in the Attempt,
« to revenge the Death of John Comin3 and the vio-
fC lated Faith of the Scots^ &c.

Thus Matthew of Wejlminjler defcribes the Celebra¬
tion of this great Feftival; wherein there is a particular
Article,fbmewhat foreign indeed to our SubjeCt j which,
however, I (hall proceed, direCtly, to explain $ that is, a
Vow, made upon the Exhibition, beforementioned of
two Swans, in Conformity to an-S Ufage, continued for

g In the fumptuous Feftival held by Philip Duke of Burgundy at Lille, on

the ijth of February 14^3, after the Jufts were, finijh.ed. “ En telle ordon-
a nance vinrent les Officiers d’Armes, & le dernier d’eux eftoit Toifon d'Or

“ Roy d’Armes, lequel portoit en fes mains unPhaifanten vie, orne dune
‘ c riche Collier d’Or gamy de pierres lines, & de perles.” — Et apres la re¬

verence ledit Totfon d’Or parla a iceluy Due en cette Hianiere, Trelhaut &:

trefpuilEmt Prince & mon tres redoubte Seigneur, Voyez icy les Dames, qui
trelhumblement fe recomandent a vous: & pour ce, que cell la couftume,

qui a elle anciennement inditue, qu’es grandes Pedes & nobles Affemblees 3

on prefente aux Prince, & Seigneurs, & aux nobles Hommes le Paon, on

quclqu’ autre noble Oyfeau, pour faire des voeux utils,& valables: pour ce Pub-
jc<d on m’ a envoye avec ces deux Damoifelles, pour vous prelenter ce noble

Phaifant ; vous prians que le veillez avoir en fouvenance ; ces paroles ellans
dites, iceluy Due prit un brief eferit, lequel il bailla a Toifon a Or, &c. and

thereon he vows an Expedition againft the Turks, Hi ft. Chronolog. du Charles 8-

p. 672. and the fame Narrative is in Olivier de la Marche, p. 428.
Chifflet Breviar. Hid. Velleris Aurei, c. 3. endeavours to explain this Cuftom.

cc boiled with golden Studs, a Solemnity highly grate-
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ibme Ages •, according to whicbg when any hoftile Ex¬
pedition was intended 3 the commanding Prince fbr-
mally and fölemnly bound himfelf to execute it upon
the Oblation of fome Bird_, as a vifible Teil or Signal
of fuch Engagement.

Matthe 1w of Weßminßer infbrms us, the Creation
of thefe Knights was made 3 byVirtueof Writs direct-
ed to the Sheriffs, and we find indeed fuch Writs up¬
on h Record : and it is farther acknowledged, that
other Writs were at ' that Time alfo fent to the Sheriffs
towards an Ele&ion of Members of Parliament, to
the End, fuch Aid might be given, which fhould be-
come due to the King upon the Knighthood of this
Prince: But if any of the young Gentlemen, the Sons
of Earls, Barons, or Knights, as our Hiftorian doth
feverally denominate them, who was to be promoted
to this Degree, had not arrived to the Age of One and
twenty Years; or if any of them was not feized of an
Eftate, to the Value required by the Law, in either of
thefe Cafes, a Proclamation by the Sheriff could not
extend to bring fuch Perfbn under an Obligation to

b Claus 34 E. I. m. 16. dorfo. Rex Vic. Line. Salutem. Prsecipimus tibi,
quod per totam ballivam tuatn in locis, quibus videris expedire, tarn infra
Libertates, quam extra, publice proclamari facias ex parte noftra, quod om-
nes illi, qui Milites non funt & Milites efle voluerint, veniant ufq; London
citra diem Pentecoßes prox. futur. ad apparatus fuos eis in hoc cafu neceffit-
rios de Garderoba noftra recipiendos de dono noftro, ut Arma Militaria de
nobis ibidem fufeipere valeant diflo die. Teile Rege apud Woluefeye 6 die
Aprilis. Edem modo mandatum eil lingulis Vicecomitibus Anglise.

* Rym. Feedera, vol. 2, ad A. D* 130 6.

accept
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accept the Degree of Knighthood: And they being
Perfons of the firft Diftindion, as it may be conciu-
ded from a Lift of their Names publifhed by * Mr. Aß¬
mole, there is no Queftion, but the determinate Ages
of foveral of them may be afoertained from Records,
which I am not now at leifore to confolt, and there-
fore fhall only obforve, at prefent, that many of them
are exprefsly mentioned in that Lift, as Sons of parti-
cular Perfons; fome of whom, it is foppofod, might be
living at the fome Time. The Crown indeed was inte-
refted, in order to fopport a confiderable Branch of the
Revenue, not to admit any Perfon under Age to the
Dignity of Knighthood, upon the Summons, and
Return of the Sheriff; becaufo, in cafo any Minor
fhould have been adually knighted, the King had loft
the Benefit of the Royal Prerogative, in refped to the
Wardfhip of his Body, and the Marriage of his Per¬
fon : and therefbre, antiently, in Grants of Wardfhip
by the Crown, there was a fpecial 1 Provifion, that the
Aflignee, or Guardian fhould not aftift his Pupil, in any
Meafores, towards his Reception of Knighthood, ’till
the King’s Confont fhould be previoufly obtained : and
for this Reafon it is ftill foppofod, upon good Grounds,

k Hiftory of the Gartev, p. 38*/ Rot- Pip. \ 2. Norf. Avelina de Ria reddit compotum de 140/.
13 s. 4 d. quodfecit filium fuum militem, qui erat in cufiodia Regis.

Cart. 3 Job. n. 199. B^irdfldp of Rob. de Stutevill grantcd the to Archbifhop ,
dum ipfum non nuritabit, nec militem faciet, nifi per vo'untatem no-
flram.

thatE
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that Gentlemen under Age, who were to be advanced to
theKnighthood of the Bathy had Letters Miflive, from the
Crown,, immediately direded to them, or to their Guar¬
dians, requiring them to receive that Degree upon fo-
lemn Occafions: And confequenrly, it feems, no Mi¬
nor was under any Engagement to receive it, by Virtue
of any Mandate diredted to the Sheriff. For, as to
this Writ of 34 Edward I, now under Confideration,
it may be proper to advertife, that it is only a Pro-
clamation of Favour or Indulgence, inviting fuch
Perfons, who were not already Knights, <c qui milites
“ non funt, & milites ejfe 'voluerinty ” and were defirous
to receive Knighthood, that they might appear to ac-
cept that Degree ; and not a Proclamation, by Way of
Command, or ftridt authoritative Compulfion to thofe,
who were under any Engagement by Tenure to be
Knighted, or elfe might be fined; in which Cafe, the
Claufe was <f omnesy qui milites ejfe debent3 & non fünf ’
all fuch, who ought to be Knights, and are not fo j and
the Sheriff is not here diredfed, or empowered perfo-
nally to fiimmon, or to return the Names of any Per¬
fons ; which are the Terms ufed in the Form of the
Writs, that command Perfons, obliged by Virtue of
their Tenures, to take Knighthood upon them : It is
highly probable, that in regard to the ready and loyal
Zeal of thofe, who, for the Kings Service and Plea-
fure, made a voluntary Tender of themfelves, to ac-
cept Knighthood on tliis Occafion, and did not accept

it
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it from any Motive of legal Conftraint, had fome par-
ticular Marks of Favour then conferred on them.

II. In this Extrakt we find Mufick, and different
Kinds of muficai Inftruments, which are ftill retain-
ed when Knights of the Rath are created, with (bme
Variation, as exprefling the Joy, and contributory to
the Grandeur of the Solemnity.

III. Every Knight-Candidate had, at leaft, three
other Knights, Milites j which may polfibly defign
the Veteran Kniehts, who inftru&ed him in the Rules
of the Rath \ and by whom, according to the Cere-
monies, fuch Candidate was to be introduced to the Pre-
fence of the Sovereign, or to his Lieutenant; or we may
underftand by them, the two Elquires-Governors, and
the young Efquire, who, by the Formularies, are re-
quired to attend him.

IV. It appears alle», there was lome Difference in the
Furniture provided on the Occafion, according to the
different Quality of the Perlons to be created Knights;
and the Cuftom hath beeil conformable to this Rule :
for we find Habits provided under the following Di-
ftinchons, m tanquampro MiliteßmpUci, as, for Knights
fimple; n tanquam pro Raneretto , as, for Knights-Banne-

m Append. Nu mb. io, 16.
n Appendix, in fcvcral Plnces.

E z rets;
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rets * 0 tanquam pro Cordte, as, for an EarJ; p comme
pour celuy , qui eß fitz de Conte, as, for the Son of an
Earl.

V. In Regard to the Number of the Knights men-
tioned by this Hiftorian, I muH: take the Liberty of
remarking, upon the Authority of the Record here re-
ferred to, that he was miftaken. There were not, as
it appears from this Inftrument, Three hundred Gentle-
men then knighted, but only Two hundred fixty fe-
ven *, whofe Names being already printed by ? Mr. Aß-
mole, it was not neceffary to repeat them in the Ap¬
pendix, where a diftinft Account is given of the Habits
provided by the Wardrobe on the Occafion. At which
Time it is alfo memorable, as I have Authority to ob-
(erve from a Manufcript in my r Cuftody, that the
Earls of Hertford and Lincoln, at that Time, performed
the Ceremony of putting on the Spurs of the Knights 5
one of the grand Rites in conveying this Degree of
Knighthood.

Under the Reign of Edward II, the Accounts of
the Wardrobe are ftillmore expreß, and particular, in
mentioning the Articles relating to the Creation of

0 Appendix,Numb. 20.
p Appendix,Numb. 13.
q Hifrory of the Garter, p. 37.
r Appendix, Numb. 14.

Knights;
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Knights j they recite, that Orders were given for pro-
viding, fCapam intus vigilandum, an Outer-garnient 5
for that, doubtlefs, is the 1 Signification of the Term,
to defend them from thecold Air of the Night 5 and
we learn alfo from the fame Accounts, that this u Gar¬
ment was of a mixed, or murray Colour.

The Creation, upon the zoth Day of January, in
the* *twentieth Year of Edward II, was appointed, by
the Command of the King’s eldeft Son 5 between which
Time, and the Renunciation of his Father, only five
Days intervened ; and therefore the Knights, for whom
Robes were then prepared upon this Mandate, are con-
cluded to have been Knights of the Bath, who attend-
ed on the y Son’s Coronation, on the firft Day of Fe*
bruary following. Thefe Orders difcover a farther Par-
ticular, that Cloth of Gold, grounded upon diapred
Silk, was alfo then delivered; which, in the Accounts
of fucceeding Reigns, is often termed Racamatz, and
Sigaßon.

The next * Inftrument, to which I refer, bears date
five Days after, being the Day of Edward the Third his
Accefiion to the Throne; at which Time, he had not
himlelf been knighted: It bears the exprels Title pro
Militia Regis, for the King’s Knighthood, and contains

/ Appendix, Numb. 16.

t Du Frefne GJoff v. Capa.

u Appendix, Numb. 16, 20- x Append- Numb. 20.

y Dugd. 1 Vol. Baron, p. 142. of the Mortimers, and in feveral otjjer places.
* Appendix, Numb. 21.

the



die leveral Materials provided by the Wardrobe for that
purpofe, and they are luch, whichare ftill continued for
the lame Ule; though for the King’s Service, upon this
his perlonal Knighthood, they were of a more rieh and
curious Compofition.

It is more particularly remarkable, from this Re¬
cord, that with reference to the Ornaments of the
Chamber, wherein the King was to bathe, there is a
Circumftance mentioned, which dilcovers, the King’s
Arms were placed in the Corners of the Tapeftry;
and the Method of placing the armorial Enfigns of
Knights of the Bath , in the Room where they bathe,
ftill continues. It likewife appears from the lame Re¬
cord, the King performed his Vigils on the Laft of Ja-
nuaryi and we know, that he was folemnly crowned
on the Day fbllowing. . <

Our Writers are divided in Opinion, as to the a par-
ticular Perlon, by whom this Creation of Knighthood
was adtually folemnized: they who luppole him to have
been h John of Heinault, afterward Earl of Cambridge ,
leem to me to form their Judgment upon the moft
probable Grounds, as it was more elpecially, by his
Intereft, this King obtained the Throne.

In the Third Year of his Reign, there is an Entry,
dire£ting Provilions to be made for Vigils, Beds, and

a By Henry Earl of Lancafter. Walf Ypod. Neuftr. p. 509. 11. 30.
b Cleopatra D. 9. in Bibi. Cotton. Edvard as in feftn Santi® Brigida a

Johanna fratre Comitis Hannonia miles faftus, & eodem die in Regem con-
fecratus. c Appendix, Num'b. 22.

Robes,
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Robes, according to the ufual Männer: and in the
Year 'Tollowing there is the like Entry in Behalf of
five Knights, who were, probably, made at the Co-
ronation of the Queen-Confort, mentioned in that
Account as crowned on the i8th of February: One
of thefe Knights, Thomas de Bradßan, by fpecial Fa-
vour from the Crown, received an Augmentation of
feveral Prefents, above the ufhal ftated Allowances j
among which were four Pair of Spurs, fix Pair of
Gloves, three Girdles of white Silk, fbur Pair of Hofe
or Stockings of brown Cloth, one Saddle cum arfone
albo, with a white Saddle-bow, a fhaving Bafon,
all which Articles are ftill ufed by Knights of the Bathy
at their Inveftiture.

In the f fifth Year of this Reign, Sir Walter Manny
had Materials appointed fbr his Vigils and Bed : This
Knight rendered himfelf moft famous, by a Courfe of
martial and brave Exploits, for which he was at length
defervedly ele6ted a Companion of the moft Noble
Order of the Garter.

Inthe-ftwo Years fucceeding, we find the ufiiaf
Preparations in favour of feveral Judges, who were to
be created Knights: and in the £ 21 ft of the ferne King,
Maurice Fitz~Thomas of Ireland, Philip de Staunton, and
Thomas de Fencotes had the like Materials for their

d Appendix, Numb. 23. e Anpend. Numt- 24. f Appendix,.
Nurab. 25, 26. g Appendix, N,umb. 27.

Knio-htr-
D
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'Knighthood ontheDay of our Lords Nativity; after-
wards, in the b 3 4th of this Reign, twojudges received
alfb the like Provifions for Knighthood at Chrißmas.

In the 7 dl Year of 1 Richard II, two Judges of the
Common Pleas had the like Furniture for their Knight¬
hood at the firne Fefhval; and in the eleventh k Year,
Orders were iifued for providing the ufual Materials
for the Knighthood of the two Chief Juflices, who
were to receive this Degree at Windfor on the Fealf of
St. George. In the Twelfth of that Reign, there is a
Bill 1 of Account, which mentions the filken Lace,
the black Stockings, the white Scabbard for the
Sword, a black Saddle with a white Saddle-bow, the
peftoral Plate, and the black Bridle for the Horfe, &c.
all which are ftill ufed by Knights of the Batb3 upon
their Creations. And, in the following w Year, Dire-
dtions were given, that Robes fliould be prepared for
the Earls of March and of Stafford ; and for Alfonfus,
Son of the Count of Venia in Arragon, with the re-
quifite Provifions for their Bathing 3 and Beds, at the
Feaffc of St. George , in the fäid Year. The Father of
this .Alfonfus having been taken Priioner in the Battle
of Nazarre , the Son was fent a Hoßage into England3
as Security for his Honour, and Appearance : Our
Records and Hiflorians inform us, that he refided here

& Appendix, Numb. 28. » Append. Numb. 2p. k Append. Numb. 30.

where y infiead of 2 R. 2- fhotild be 1 x R. 2- / Append. Numb. 31. m Ap¬
pend. Numb. 32. for



for feveral Years in that Quality, his Father not ha-
ving taken care to perform the Conditions necefiary
to his Difeharge and Return$ yet, during the whole
Time of his Refidence, though fe> long protraded;
he gave all poflible Proof, that he had, with a ftrid
Notion, a moft tender and powerful Senfe of Honour,
and that no Temptation, or Opportunity could ever
induce him to entertairt a Thought of falfifying his
Promife.

The next Extrad, to which I refer, is taken from
Froijfart n , wherein we have an Account of the Knight-
hoöd conferred on the four Kings of Inland by Ri¬
chard the Second, aftcr they had performed their Vi-
gils. The printed Copy reprefents thefe Kings as ßt-
ting, on that Day, at King Richard ’s Table : But, ac~
cording to a very beautiful 0 Manufeript-Copy öf oür
Hiftorian, curioufly embellißted with Limnings in the
brighteft Colours, thefe Iriß Potentates firved that Day
at the King’s Table ; though there is an obvious Me~
thod, which may be propofed> for reconciling the feem-
ing DifFerencebetween thefe two Accounts. TherC are
realbnable Grounds to conclude, that thefe Iriß Kings,
upon their Appeärance at the Court of the King öt
England, in order to take this Degree, might, in thfe
Quality of Efejuires, accordirtg to the Formulary, fer-ve
up the firffc Diihes, and when they had the Charader

n Appendix, Numb. 33.
0 In Cußuly uf Mr. Woodman the Bookfrf’er.

F of



of this Knighthood adtually conferred on them, were
then permi tted to have che Honour ofßtting ac Dinner
with his Majefly.

We proceed now to confider another Report of
Froißart's P, concerning the Coronation of Henry IV,
which is acknowledged by Mr. * Camden to be the moft
ancient Teftimony he had found, relating to Knights
of the Bath : r Mr. Seiden adds, “ That the firß expreß
fC Mentim of them, as a dißinft Order, is commonly at -
ic trihuted to the Begiming of this Reign” I fhall here ren-
der the Words of Froißart, recited in the Appendix, and
from whom we learn, <f That the Vigil befbre that
<f Coronation, was on the Evening of Saterday , on
ec that Occafion, and at that Time, in the Tower,
“ there watched, faith he, that Night, all the Efquires,
f f who were on the next Morning to be created Knights,
<f to the Number of Forty-fix, each of them had
ff his Elquire [attending him] a feparate Chamber,
<f and each his feparate Bath, where the Rices of Bath-
ff ing were that Night performed. On the Day fol-
<( lowing the Duke of Lancaßer [Henry IV.] at the
“ Time of celebrating Maß, created them Knights,
“ giving them long green Coats, the Sleeves whereof
{{ were cut ftreight, and furred with Minever, and
ct with great Hoods or Chaperons furred in the fame

p Append. Numb- 34.
p* 678. q Britann. p, 124. r Titles of Honour ,



* « Männer, and after the Fafhion ufed by Prelatesj
<f and every one of thefe Knighcs, on his Left-ihoul-
“ der, had a double Cordon, or String of white Silk,
“ to which white Taflels were pendent.”

This Paflage, it is granted, tho’ not eafily account-
ed for, when'we confider Mr. Camderis profound Skill
in Antiquities, yet, might have been the firft, that
occurred to his Obfervation from our Hiftorians, print-
ed in his Time, relating to the Bathing of Knights in
this Kingdom. But this being admitted, by what
Rule of Argumentation could any Perfon, from thefe
Words of Froiffart infor, that Knights of the Bath , had
their firft Inftitution at that Coronation; orfrom that
Period, commenced to be a diftind Order of Knight-
hood.

An Order, in the large Senfe of the Word, is of
equivocal, and very indeterminate Signification ; it is
attributed indifferently to every Degree of Knighthood j
and feveral Records in the Appendix confeffedly term
that Knighthood, wherein Baths were prepared, a mi-
litary Order, ordinem Militarem : But when we fpeak
of an Order, in a ftrid, or more reftrained Senfe, ac-
cording to the Definition, or rather, as I have chofen
to-dxprefs my (elf, the Defeription of it, in the Place
to which the Reader is here direded $ that is, if by an
Order, we underftand a Brotherhood, Fellowihip, or

j lniroänü . to the Regifler of the Garter, p. 65.

Fa A flo-
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Aflbciation of a certain Number of a&ual Knights *
fubjected under a Sovereign, or Great Maßer , United
by particular Laws and Statutes, peculiar to that So¬
ciety, not only diftinguifhed by particular Habits, En-
figns, Badges, or Symbols, which ulualiy give Deno¬
mination to that Order ; but having a Power, as Va-
cancies happen in their College, lucceflively, of no-
minating, or eletling proper Perlons to liicceed, with
Authority to ademble, and hold Chapters ; according
to this State of an Order, it is not ealy to be con-
ceived, how any learned Man could ever infer, from
the forecited Teftimony of Froijjart , that the Knights
of the Bath had their Commencement at this Time,
as Knights ftri&ly and regularly of a Military Or¬
der.

But not to inlift upon the ambiguous Signification
of Woids, or to enter upon a Ipecifick Enquiry here,
whether the Knighthood of the Bathy was properly an
Order of Knighthood at this Time, or in any fbrmer
Tirne^ this is certain, from the Authority of unque-
ftionable Records; that, long before this Time, Pro-
vilions were made for the Batbsy and Coverings of the
Baths, prepared at the Creation of Knights.

There is a 1 Record ftill remaining, which fpecifies
the very Materials delivered from the Wardrobe for
thele Knights, made at the Coronation of Henry IV,

t Append. Numb- 36. which
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which were no more, than an Upper-coat of Ruflet
for the Vigils, a Mantle of green Tartarin irradiated
with Gold, furred wich Minever, and Cloth of Gold,
termed Racamatz, for their Beds, with Linnen of Bra¬
bant, and Flanders, and Carde j all which Articles are
contained in Words of the lame import, in the Ac¬
counts of the Wardrobe inferted in the Colleftions,
which were for leveral Reigns'antecedent to theReign
of Henry IV.

From this Record, we likewile learn the Names of
fonie of the Perlons, who liad then this Knighthood of
the B^fconferred on thcm. \ 1 i

Thomas, John> and Humfrey y the younger Sons of
that King, were then in then Infancy : The »Firtt was
born in 1388, the Second in 13 85?, and the Lall ih
13 9.0 ; and this their Father’s Coronation was on the
Thirteenth A' of OBober 13 z<j. A

Mr. y Sandford läith, That the eldett Son of the King,
was then likewile created a Knight of the-Bath, which
muH be a Mittake ; for I may affirm, wu& aßitraüce,
upon good Grounds, though I cannot diftm&ly re-
colled my Authority for my Aflertion, thac this moft
heroick Prince received the Honour of Knighthood
from Rhichard II, in Ireland.

u MS. in Offic- Arm. inter Cod. Norf. n. 48-,
.v Rot. Pari. 1 H. 4. n. 6i.
y Gaieal Hiß. p. 267.
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There were likewife feveral of the Nobility then

promoted to the iame Dignity, whoie Names are re-
cited in this Inftrument j but the Time, to which I
have limited my (elf-, doth not permit me to make fueh
diftind Inquiry, as may preciiely determine their re-
ipedive Ages: and for the iame Realbn I have not, in
the Former Part of this IntroduBion, deicended to ipe-
cify the Ages of thofe Noblemen who were honoured
with this Degree. However, I think proper, inci-
dentally, to take notice, from a Circumftance, which
leaves no Room for Doubt, or Uncertainty, that the
Earl of Arundely the Firll of the Noblemen here men-
tioned, who were not Princes of the Blood, was at
this Time only fourteen Years old j for, upon the
Death of his *Mother, in the fixth Year of this
ICing’s Reign, he was in the' twentieth Year of his
Age.

The Record concludes, by naming Sir. Beau-
mondy with Thirty-three Knights behdes, then created ;
though, the Names of thefe Knights are not inlerted j
which Omiilion Hollingfheadhath, in fome Meafure,
ilipplied a . And here it may not be improper for me
to remark, that befides the legal and cuftomary Fees,
which Knights of the Bath were obliged to pay to the
Heraldick OfEcers j the King himfelf, by Way of Lar-
ge(ßy out of his Royal Munificence,ordered a certain

a Appcnd. Numb. 35.
h Sum

Xj Efch. 6 H, 6. n* 31»
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Sum b to be diftributed among them, for their Acten-
dance at the Solemnity of creating thefe Knights 5 and
we find die like c Orders iflued by die Kings bis Suc-
ceflors.

At die d Coronation of Henry V, we have a parti-
ticular Detail of the Ceremonies uied in creating Knights
of the Bath ; of which, a Tranflation is here exhibit-
ed. “ In the Year 1413* in the twenty-fixth Year
“ of the Age of Henry V, on a Friday, which pre-
ff ceeded the Stmday before the Paifion [Weck], all

the Requifites fbr his Coronation having been pre-
cc pared by the Dircclion of his Minifters, according
ce to the ancient, and laudable Rites, and Uiages of
“ the Kingdom : The King, accompanied with a no-
(< ble and numerous Train of-Lords Spiritual, and
cc Temporal, (et forward from his Palace of King(ton>
(( upon Thames, towards the Tower of London : he was-
" met 011 the Way by a great Number of Earls, Ba-
<f rons, Knights, Eiquires, and other his Subjekts of
tc Condition 5 particularly, the Citizens of London j
c< who made a iplendid., and handfome Appearance;
" iparing no Expence, whereby they might teftify their
“ Zeal and Exultation, while the Clergy made a re-
“ gular Proceflion, with much Solemnity. The King y
fX in this Männer, and under io rnany Marks of Ho-

b Appendix, Numb. 3 6. c Appendix, Numb. 45.-47.
d Append. Numb. 37.

(t noor*
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f ‘ nour, was condu&ed co the Tower of London ; where,
tc about fifty gallant young Gentlemen, or more, of
“ noble Birth, well qualified_, to receive the Degree
ic of Knighthood, waited in expe£tation, that they
“ might receive this Honour ffom the Hands of fo
cc great a Monarch^ at the firft opening of fo glo-
“ rious a Solemnity. Thefo young Candidates^ be-
<c ing decently habited in their proper Veftments, to
“ expreß the more Honour to the King at fo grand
tc a Feaff, to which nothing requifite for the Magni-
“ ficence of it was wanting; and while his Majefty in
ct royal Statepl äs-became his Dignity, was attended
Cf by the great Lords ’thofe Canaidates, in Teftimo-
“ ny, r thät they Ihould not’be obliged at any Time
cc future, to do the like Service in the Habit of Efquires,
cc ßrved up the Di flies at this -royal Feftival, accord-
<c ing 1 tö-the received Ufage: arid, immediately, af-
c< ter the Entertainment was concluded, they retired
“ to an Apartment appointed and prepared for that
Cf Ufo j where Dukes/ Earls, Barons, and honourable
<c Knights, as their Counfellors, or Direktors, inftru-
cc 6fed them concerning their proper Rules of Beha-
tc viour upon their Acceflion to this venerable Order;
(C and with much prudent, and forcible Perfoafion,
“ taught them what they ought to do, if they would
<c faithfully difoharge the proper Duties of it. The
<c young Candidates, according to Cuftom, at a con-
“ venient Time prefcribed, went into the Baths pre-
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« pared feverally for them, performing their Vigils,
“ and the other Rites, and Exercifes preparatory to

« this Degree, regularly, with Affiduity, and an in-
« tenfe Degree of pious Zeal. The whole Night ha-
“ ving been devoted to thefe Lucubrations, early the

ff next Morning, upon the firft: Appearance of Light,
« thefe Candidates, having given the rieh golden Beds,
cc wherein they had repofed themfelves in the Night,
“ to fbme domeftick Servants of the King s Houfe-

“ hold, as their cuftomary Fee, proceeded to hear
“ Maß; and when they had gone regularly through
cc the Courle of their Devotion, having mounted their
<{ fine Horfes, they rode, in their rieh filk Mantles, ’till

fC they came to the Gate of the Royal Palace j where,
<f delcending from their Horfes, each of them, being
“ fupported by two Knights, and condudled with all

proper Marks of Honour, and Refpe£V, fiiitable to
<c his different Quality, was introduced, and prefent-

“ ed to the King $ who, fitting in royal State, the

t( Throne being furrounded with a nuinerous Train of

cc noble and great Perfbnages, promoted them feveral-

<( ly to the Honour of Knighthood : After their In-

<( veftiture, they were permitted to fit down in their

<f rieh filk Mantles in the King’s Prefence; but did
“ not, during the whole Time of Dinner, taffe

tc any Part of the Entertainment. Afcer the roy-

“ al Feaft was concluded, the young Knights di*
tc vefting themfelves of their Mantles, put on rieh

G u Robes,
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c< Robes, bcing the King’s Lfaery of the läme Suite ;
<c and when the King, in the Vigil of the Sunday be-
“ fore IPafßon-Weeh , rode to Weßminßery in much State
“ and Iblemn Order, attended wich a great Concourle
“ of Princes and Noblemen, as became the Grandeur of
“ fo potent a Monarch $ all theie young Knights pre-
“ ceded the King, riding on their Hörles in admi-
t( rable Order, through the Middle of the City, and
<f made lo delightful an Appearance, that all the Spec-
<c tators leemed to be inebriated with Joy.”

Every one of the particular Rites here exprelfed,
perfedtly agrees with the Ceremonial nowin ule 5 and
from that Ule, as from the former Quotation about
Geffery of Anjou, and another, that will be inlerted re-
lating to the young King of Sicily ; we learn, that the
Habits e of Elquires were different from thole of
Knights: And it leems to be allo here intimated, that
theie Candidates had Knights appointed to inllruct
them, which were of their own relpeclive, and pro¬
per Degrees; becaule we find liich Office of Inltrudtion,
promilcuoully impoled upon Dukes, Earls, Barons,
and Knights, and leverally exerciled by them ; of
which Pradtice, Precedents are inlerted in the Appen¬
dix.

e I mayjn fomefuture Occaßon,make a Dijquißtion concerning theje DiflinEHons,
in tbii andforeign Kingdoms; but} to prevent too great an Interruptionin the
Courfe of tbefe Remarks, J ßall now only refer the Reader to the Sumptuary
Laws.

It
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It may contributc to gratify che Readers Cttrioficy,

if I fliould here defcend to take Notice, concerning
the Prohibition, impoied on a Knight, of noteating;
the firft Inftance whereöf in this IntrodaBim, occurs
from the Paflage before us. The Words contain-
ing this Prohibition in the Ceremonial, both French
and Etigliß, expreß, that he ought not to eat or drink,
but under the Reftraint of a Bride, upon the Day of
her Marriage. This Rule, as it relates to the other
Sex, appears to have been more peculiarly adapted to
the native Innocency, and fimple Männer of fbrmer
Ages: It may not be unentertaining to eite a Paflage
from f Chaucer, upon this Occafion, which. difcovers
how referved, and modeft, the Compörtment of our
Engliß Ladies was, in his Time.

The, Names of the Knights then created, may be
colle&ed from the £ Record of^the Wardrobe; and the
preparatory Materials for their Creation were, according
to ufual Precedents, delivered out of that Office.

This King, in the b fifth Year, or rather, according
to more exad Computation, in the Sixth, promoted

T—-----:-- " —— . ■ .
/ The MerchantsTale of the Marriage of January mb May v. 127«.

- — —— bat frefh May * 3
Holdith hir Chamber mto the fourth Day }
As ttftge is of Wivis for the beß y & c .

-■ ! v - 1405. ■ i •
ACußom is untfi thefe Nollis all,
A Bride ßaü not eten irt the Hall, ' -r -
Till Day es four , other thre at the teße
TpajJJd bin , then let her go to Teße.

g Appendix, Numb. 38. b Appendix, Nurnb. 59.
Gz leve-
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feveral Perfons to the Knighthood of the Bath, whilffc
he was in Normandy, on the Anniverfary Feaft of
St. George.

In his * ninth Year, upon the fame Anniverfary, at
Windfor, he conforred the like Dignity upon the King
of Scotland, and upon the Earl of Stafford. This
King was James, the Firß of the Name, in that an-
tient Monarchy; who, in the ninth Year of his Age,
140 6 , whilft his Father was yet living, being fent to-
ward France, in order to his Education, was taken in
the Voyage by the Engliß y and brought into this King¬
dom $ where he was detained, for the Space of eigh-
teen Years.

This is the Iaft Account, from the Wardrobe, to
which I have referred, in the Appendix ; though a much
greater Number of Precedents might have beeil cited,
from that Office, if the Occafion of my treating, pro-
fefledly, upon this Subjekt, had been forefeen. But
when I perufed the Records of the Wardrobe, having
no Defign of collecting from them, any Informations,
but what related to the Hißory of the moß Noble Order
of the G A r T e R, I only made Extrakts of fuch Me-
moirs, as had fome more fpecial, and dired Reference
to that Undertaking.

After the Demile of this mofl vidorious King, we
find, in the Inventory and * Appraifement of the

l Appendix, Numb.41.
Goods,i Appendix, Numb.40.
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Goods, which he devifed for Payment of his Debts,
an Article, Ipecifying Tartarin irradiated, for the Habit
of Knights of the Batb.

Henry the Sixth was 1 born on the Feftival of St.
NicholaSy in Becember 14x1, and 011 Wbitfunday 142.4,
he was knighted m by his Uncle the Duke of Bedford,
who had himfelf been created Knight of the Bath in
the ” firft Year of his Father’s Reign. This Record, in-»
deed, according to the Letter of it Imports, that aSum-
mons was iflued to feveral Perfons, requiring their Ap-
pearance, in order to their being knighted with the
King, without defoending to Ipecify the particular De-
gree of Knighthood, which was then to be conferred:
But that thefo Perfons here fommoned, had really the
Knighthood, of the Batb conferred on them, may be
concluded from what hath been obferved 0 before,
concerning the Pradtice in the like Cafes. For here
ferne of thefe Mandates were immediately dire<5ted to
the Guardians of young Gentlemen, who were in
Wardihip, and others to the Parents of young Perfons.
of noble Birth, to attend, in purfoance of luch Sum-
mons, to receive Knighthood : So that according to *
my former Conje&ure, for I only call it fo, tho’ it
hath fo many ftrong Appearances of Probability and i
Truth, whenever Leiters Miflive to the like effed: were

I Walfingham, p- 406. m Append, Nurab. 42.
Numb. 36. 0 See stbove, p. 24, 25, 26.

» Appendix, a

thus
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thüs (ent by the Crown on folemn Occafions, and at
royal Feaffs, dire&Iy to the Perlons, or to the Guar¬
dians of thofe, who were in their Minority to command
their Äppearance, in order to their being knighted,
and not by the Intervention of Writs to the She¬
riffs i which Praötice will be confirmed by feveral In-

dfances in the Secjuel; It is again concluded, that
Knights created at flieh fblemn Feftivals, in purfuance
of fuch Summons, were of a different Degree of
Knighthood, from Knights made in purfuance of
Writs direöted to the Sheriff5 which was the Thing to
be proved.

Notwithftanding this late Creation, about two Years,
and fix Months afterward, there were Thirty-two,
others fäy, Thirty-fbur Knights of the Bath made, at
the P Coronation of this King.

The Serjeant of the Ewery, who had exercifed the
Office of a Barber, at the Gate of the Royal Palace,
and enjoyed the Profits appertaining to that Office,
preferred a Petition to the Crown, in the Twenty-fifth
Yearof thisReign; and, upon his Petition, thatEm-
ployment was confirmed to him, and toanothcr Perfön,
with all appendentAdvantages, together, as it is exprefled
in the 1 Patent, with the Fees payable by thofe, who
fhould be created Knights of the Bath 5 that is, “ from
<c every Knight twenty-four Ells of Linnen-cloth 5

h Append. Numb. 44.
" which

g Appendix, Numb. 43.
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“ which was to be placed about tbe Bathing-Veflel;
<c wich a Tapet, or Carpet ofred Worfted; andtwen-
“ ty Shillings for fhaving him ; forty Shillings from,
“ every Baron, or his Peer ; one hundred Shillings from .
‘ f every Earl, or his Peer\ and ten Pounds from every <
“ Duke, or his Peer, feverally, on the Eime Ac-
“ count.”

It hath been formerly r obferved, that in the Dire-
ftions to the Wardrobe, for preparing Materials, at
the Creation of thefe Knights, it is provided there fliould ;
be a Diftinötion in the Habits, according to the dif¬
ferent Qualities of the Candidates to be created Knights j.
and that, which was an A6t of pure arbitrary Favour
ffom the Crown, Habits of fuperior Diftin&ion, fliould .ä
be given to Perföns, for which their Quality could not,,
regularly, ordireöbly, entitle them $ andyet, on whom ,
that Mark of Favour was conferred, as if they had been *
really, and a&ually, qualified byfuch Titles to receive
it; which Remark may ferve to render more intelli-
gible the Meaning of the Specifications already men-
tioned, tanquam pro Banneretto 5 tanquam pro Comite> &c„
whereby it might be imported, that thefe Perföns were,
on theOccafion, confidered, as equal, or Peers j and ‘
accordingly, vefted in fiich Habits, though they were
not really and legally of the ferne Degree: and the..
ferne Remark may, in fbme meafure, ferve alfö to ex-

r See above } p. 27.
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plain thefe Entrics, in the forecited Patent, Peers to a
Duke, to an Earl, and to a Baron ^ to which it may
be ferther added, that though the eldeft Son of a Duke
hath no Claim to the Right of Peerage in Parliament;
yet he is, by his Birth, entitled to precede an Earl; as
the eldeft Sons of Earls precede Barons $ and therefore
the Sons of the higher Nobility, with reference to this
Degree of Knighthood, may be efteemed Peers to the
lower Diftindlions of Nobility j accordingly, the eldeft
Sons of the higher Nobility, invefted with this Degree
of Knighthood, paid Fees to the Heralds, in fome
ftated Proportion, according to the Precedence due to
their Birth: For example, the 1 Son to the Marquefs of
Dorfet paid fifty Shillings, upon his advancement to
this Degree, at the Creation of Henry Duke of York,
when the Barons, then promoted, paid only forty Shil¬
lings ; and on Account of Eich Difference in the Habits,
the Earl of Derby created Knight of the Bath, at the
Coronation of Queen Anne Bullen, in compounding
with the Heralds, paid a larger 1 Sum, for his Robe,
than the Lord Faux paid, on the ferne Occalion j and
Sir Thomas Howard, Son to the Earl of Surrey , made
Knight of the Bath at the Coronation of Queen Mary,
paid « Fees to the Officers of Arms, equal to thofe
paid by the Lords, who were then allo created.

j Append. Numb. 59. t Partition-Book in the Heralds Office, p. 4p, 50.

a Ibid. p. 153 h.

This
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This Conjedure, which I have here made, and which

is propofed only as a Conjedure, fee ms to me, at pre-
fent, to give the moft fpecious Account concerning
the Diftindion of Peers to Earls, and Peers to Barons:
As to the other Brauch of the Diftindion in the Patent,
Peers to Dukes, it may probably denote the younger
Sons of the Blood-Royal, who might have this Dig-
nity conferred on them, antecedently to their Crea¬
tion, by Patent, to any determinate Title of Peerage.
The three * younger Sons, fbr Inftance, of Henry
the Fourth, were created Knights of the Bath, before
any one of them was adually pofTefled of fuch Title
of Peerage.

Upton y a Writer of great Knowledge, Reputation,
and Authority, in Affairs relating to Heraldry, and the
Rules of conferring Knighthood, flourifhed in this
Reign 3 and he exprefsly > recites this Method of crea-
ting Knights by Batling y and gives a Defcription of a
white Enfign [Stigma] as it may be rendered j which,
he faith, the new-created Knight was to wear, ’till he
fliould perform fome gallant Exploit, in cafe no Lady,
before that time, or when no opportunity for figna-
lizing his Prowefs might intervene, flaould, by a gentle
Violence, pluck that Badge of Probation away from
him, It is oblervable, that the Paflage, upon which
I am now refleding, fuppofes, that the Wearing this

y Append- Numb. 4 6.

white
.v Appendix, Numb. 36.
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white Enfign, was agreeable to the antient eftablifoed
Cuftom in England, and is, as he feith, particularly en-
joined in the Ceremonial, <c uti docet ConfuetudoAnglia,”
to wbich may be added another memorable Circum-
ftance from him, that this Knighthood was conferred,
in Time of Peace, cf ubi regnat Vax f in which Ob-
fervation he might probably have an Eye to the Title
of the Treatife in the French Language hereafter quoted',
and inferted in the Appendix, concerning the Form of
creating Knights of the Bath. I (hall alfo endeavour,
in the Sequel, to prove, that this very Formulary hath
init certain Charakters, which fliew, it was compiled,
and perhaps for ferne confidcrable Time before the Age,
wherein Upton wrote.

We fhall now proceed to the Fakts, which I have
thought moft proper to felekt, in reference to the pre-
lent Subjekt, that occur in the Reign of Edward IV,
at whofe * Coronation in June 14.61, his Brothers,
the Duke of Clarence, and Glouceßer, were, with feve-
ral other Perfons of Diftinktion, created Knights of the
Bath, in the Tower. The Duke of Clarence was then
in the twelfth, and the Duke of Glouceßer only in the
ninth Year of his Age ; the Former was a born in In¬
land on the z id of öBober 1449; the Younger, at
Fodringay h on the zd of öBober 145z; and, in the

* Append. Numb. 47. a M S. in Offic. Armor. inter Cod. NorE
n. 48. b Ibid.

Rites



Rites of this Ceremony, we have a (pecifick Account
of their wearing white filk Tokens, or Laces, on their
Shoulders, befides their Gowns, and Hoods.

Scarce three Years were expired, before a new Crea¬
tion was ihlemnized on occafion of Crowning the
Qucen-Confort, when two c Noblemen of Gafcoign
had this Dignity conferred on them j a Dignity receiv-
ed with fuch. Offcentation of State, and Magnificencc,
that a fpecial Provifion was made in the ^Statute
againft giving Liveries, that it fliould not howeverex-
tend to the Creation of Knights of the Bath.

In the e Regulation of the Houfehold, fettled by this
King, there are References to the Fees, which arife,
as due from the Knights of the Bath at their creation,
both to the heraldick Officers, and to the Service of the
Walt, who attended their Vigils.

This King, in the fifteenth Year of his Reign 1475,
made a very t magnificent Promotion of his two Sons,
the Prince of Wales, and the Duke of Tork. ThePrince
had not, at that Time, compleated the fifth Year of
his Age, and the Duke is läid by Mr .& Sandford to have
been born on the 2 8 th Day of May 1 474, by h others
on the 17dl of Auguß 1472 ; at this Promotion Tho¬
mas Gray , then Earl of Huntington, the S011 of the

c Appendix, Numb. 48- d Appendix, Numb. 49.
e AppenJ. Numb. 50. / Append. Numb. 51.
g Geneal. Hifi. p. 415.
h Cu lieft . Timme, Lancafter, B. 2- penes me, p. 292.

H 2 Queen-
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Queen-Confort by her firfb Husband, had the Knight-
hood of the Bath confer red on him, and after he was
a&ually, and really invefted wich that Dignity, the
King immediately created liina Marquels of Dorfet 5 and
then he had the Privilege of fitting at Dinner, in the
Robes of that Eftate, above the other Habits appro-
priated to the Degree of the Bath. At the fime time,
feveral Perfons of the firft Diftin&ion, and in the higheft
Favour at Court, were advanced to this Honour, whofe
Names will be found in the * Appendix : But it ought
here to be particularly oblerved, the King, at the Time
of conferring this Honour upon them, did himfclf
perfonally condelcend to inftrucl them in the Nature
and Duties of it; and this Precedent was followed in
feveral * Creations under the Reigns of fucceeding
Kings.

The Reader may likewile find in the 1 Appendix, the
Names of thole who were created Knights of the Bath,
nvhen the Marriage of the Duke of Tork, the younger
Son of Edward IV, with the Daughter and Heireis of
the Duke of Norfolk, was (olemniied. The next In-
flrument regularly, in order of Time, fhould have
been inferted before, under the jfburth Year of this
Kings Reign; it reports the m Sentence givenagainft
Sir Ralph Gray, by which he was degraded from his

* Append. Numb. 51. h Appendix, Numb. <56. 58; 59, 60.
I Appendix, Numb. 51 m Appendix, Numb. 53.
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Charakter, as Knight of the Bath, for he is fo ex-
prefsly ftiled, in a w Copy which I have, of the Pro-
ceedings in that Cafe, but which would, if tranfcribed
bete at length, take up a greater Space than my prefent
Defign of Brevity will allow : however^ I iliall ccca-
fionally obferve, there is no Expreflion ufed, or any
Intimation given of his Perjury and Doubling with
Henry VI, as he is charged by the Memorial entred in
the Year-Books of the Law. I have not yet been able
to difeover the determinate Time, when he was advan-
ced to this Degree, but it is highiy probable, it was at
lome Solemnicy in the Reign of that Prince, to whofe
Caufe he at laft fäcrificed his Life, Fortune^ and Ho-
nour.

We come now to the Reign of Edward the Fifth,
when a Defign was formed, or rather an Appearance
of flieh a Defign projedted by the Duke of Glouceßer,
who, during the King’s Minority, was conffituted Pro-
tedfor of the Realm, for the King’s Coronation on the
Twenty-fecond of June , and accordingly n Summons>
bearing date on the Fifth of that Montfg were iffued
immediately, and feparately to flieh Perfons, whofe
.Names are recited in the Appendix , to appear at the
Time appointed, that the Degree of Knighthood mighe
be then conferred on them: In which Summons,. no
mention, indeed, is made of Knighthood of the Bath^

n Appendix, Numb. 54.m I. 12. penes me, p. 55 6.
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yct it is evident, that Degree rauft have been here par-
ticularly intended, becaufe Writs, datedon thetwentieth
Day of May, iiTued to al! the Sheriffs of England, for
obliging all Perfons, whofe Eftates rendered them liable
to be fnmmoned for that End, to take the Degree of
Knighthood that is, of common or fimple Knight¬
hood upon them, on the eighth Day of June. This
Writ, I fäy, to the Sheriffs, was dated on the twentieth
Day of May $ and as it bears a different Date, requires
a different Return, and is directed to the Sheriffs, whofe
Authority only extended, and could only extend, in
a legal Way, to fummon Perfons of full Age, who had
Eifates to the annual Value of forty Pounds, to accept
fimple or common Knighthood : We conclude, as in
other Cafes of the like 0 circumftance, that the fbrmer
Summons refpeded a different Degree of Knighthood,
'which could be no other, on any reafonable, or indeed
any poflible Suppofition, than the Knighthood of the
Bath: And what is here obferved, will ftill be more
fully confirmed by the Pradlice, upon the Acceffion of
fucceeding Princes to the Throne 5 from which it will
appear, that befides the Writs iffued to the Sheriffs in
general, to oblige Perlons qualified by their Tenures,
to appear, and accept Knighthood, there were fepa-
rate Summons fent immediately to Perfons, who are
therein exprefsly, and by Name defigned to be crea-

0 Above p. 24, 25, 2 6.
ted
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ted Knights of the Bath, at their refpedive Corona-
tions.

Buc the Prote&or, whether he had originally any real
Defign, that his Nephew Ednvard the Fifth fhould be
crowned at the Time appointed $ or whether he only
diflembled an Intention to that End, to amule the Peo¬
ple, to gain Time, or to render his Defign leis fulped-
ed, ’till they ßiould be more ripe for Execution •, whe¬
ther he was aduated by any of thefe Motives, or by
all of them, in giving Notice of the Time propofed
for the King’s Coronation j this is certain, that being
inftigated by a Spirit of Ambition, if a cruel, and
bloody Attempt againft all Obligations of Religion,,
of Honour, of natural Affedion, and common Hu-
manity, may be called by fo (oft a Name, he be~
came ioon refolved to prevent his Nephew’s Corona¬
tion on the % id of June, by previoufly taking Pofe
feffion himfelf of the Throne, and that too in his own
pretended Right, on the i 8 th of the fame Month,

And as he had invaded the Crown, fb, at his own
Coronation, according to the ufual Cuftom and Form,
he exerciled this Ad of the Royal Prerogative in crea-
ting Knights of the Bath , and the Names of thofe
created by him may be found, under the Reference here
made to the P Appendix.

p Append. Numb. 55.

In
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In che fucceeding Reignof Henry VII, we fliall pro-

duce Inftances, front which ic will appear, thac ac the
Creation of Knights of the Bath, at different Times,
there was much Solemnity, and feveral grand Rites
ufed, which will afford Matter for ufeful, and curious
Reflections. This potent and wife Prince, had fö great
a Notion concerning the Dignity of this Knighthood,
that none of our Monarchs his Predeceffors, or Suc-
ceffors, feem to have conferred it in a more fblemn,
exadt, or magnificent Männer, or by more fignal Acts
of a perfönal Adminiftration. At his Coronation,
the young Duke of ? Buckinghamwas created Knight
of the Bath, with feveral other great Perfönages. In
the third Year of that Reign, when the Queen was
crowned, there was the like Creation of Knights of
the Bath, who were called by the Kings mooß Honeura-
hle Lettres to receyue the Order of Knyghthood, and there
it is immediately expreffed, that they <were created Knyghts
of the Bath; whofe Nantes, with thofe of the Efquires-
Governours appointed to attend them, ntaybefeenin
the r Appendix.

The King having an Intention to create Arthur ,
his eldeft Son, Prince of Wales, he previoufly confer¬
red on him the Knighthood of the Bath, on the zoth
Day of Decemher 1485?, when his J Age did not exceed

q Append. Numb« 56. r Appendix, Numb. 57. / Depßions in
.Lord HerbertV Hiß. of Hen. 8- p. tj 1.

thereon
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thereon three Years and three Mönchs. We have a Ca-
talogue of the Names of the Perfons promoted at the
fame Time to this Degree, with a f Detail of foveral
Ceremonies, and Solemnities uled on that Occafion ;
when the King created a Purfivant for this Prince, by
the Title of Walingford, a Caffcle then belonging to the
Prince in Right of his Dutchy of Cornwall j and we
find a like Precedent by this King, when Knights of
the Bath were created at his own Coronation; at which
Time he inftituted a Purfivant by the u Appellation of
Rouge-dragon: and I have, in * another Place, produ-
ced leveral Examples, to fhew, that the Sovereigns of
this Kingdom, having the Crown on their Heads, in
all Royal State, ffequently created, and conferred foch
Officers.

In the tenth Year of Henry VII, we have an Account-"
of the Inveftiture of his younger Son, the Duke of
York, (afterward Henry VIII.) with this Dignity, on
the Eve before All Samts Day 1494, and the Names
of the Perfons who were at the fame Time created,
with their refpe&ive Elquires, are recited in the ? Ap¬
pendix. It appears remarkable in this Ceremony, thac
the Lord William Courteney, Son of the Earl of Devon,
who had himfelf been created Knight of the Bath in

t Appendix, Numb. 58-

u Appendix, Numb. 56.

,Y Hifiory oj the Garter, p. 459.

y Appendix, Numb. 59.

I the
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the *third Yearof thisReign, fliouId execute the Office
of a young Elquire to this Prince $ and that a particular
Concelfton was made in favour of the Knights then crea-
ted, by which they were “ licenfed to ett their metts , by~
“ caufe hyt <was faßyng-day Now, according to the Ce-
remonial, thefe Knights ought to have abftained from
eating, if it had not been a Fafting-day ; and there-
fore the Realons of this Permiftion to eat, becaule it
was a Fafting-day, I readily acknowledge, appear to
me, at prelent, altogether unaccountable. This Prince
having been born *on the z8th o £June 1491, was
at this Time^ in the läme Year of his Age^ with that
of his Brother Arthur , when he was promoted to this
Degree.

At the Celebration of Prince Arthurs Marriage,.
there was another Creation of Knights, whole Names
are contained in the b Appendix ; and the Roll, already
quoted, Ipecifies Knights made at the Time, when,
after his Death, the King’s fecond Son, Henry , was
created c Prince of Wales 5 and here again it is acknow-
ledged, the Roll doth not ftile thole Knights, exprelsly
Knights of the Bath, but fimply Knights, without any
Addition ; however, it may be reafonably inferred, that
thele were really Knights of the Bath, from the Solem-
nity of the Occafion, the Dignity of the Perlons knight-

ed3

* Appendix, Numb. <$7.
i> Append. Numb» 60.

a Herb» Hifi . Hen. 8- p- 272, 274.

c Appendix^ Numb. 61.



cd, and the Method of this Rolle, which only men»
tions Knights made on folemn Occafions, withouc
Ipecifying the particular Degree of Knighthood confer-
red on them, though they were, as it hach been pro-
ved, created Knights of the Bath ; but there is no ne-
ceflity of repeating continually, what hath been läid
in lupport of this Aflfertion.

Under the Reign of Henry VIII, there were two
grand Occafions, the Former, at the Time of his own
Coronation, the Other at that of his Queen Anne Bul¬
leny when Knights of the Bath were leverally created,
whofe Names are exhibited in their proper d Courle.
Sometime befbre his Demiie, he deiigned to create his
Son Edward, Prince of iVales, and proper Dilpofitions
were made for that End j and, previoufly, he intended to
confer the Knighthood of the Bath upon him j fbr
which, fuitable e Apparel was provided $ but his Death
prevented the Execution of that Defign.

Several Perlons of the firffc Quality were nominated,
in order to their being regularly promoted to this Ho-
nour ? at the Coronation of Edward VI; but by rea-
fon of löme Accident, becaufe the Time (as it is / cx-
prefled) was fo fhört , the ufuai Ceremonies were,. by
Difpenlätion, omitted; and to fopply that Omiflion,
the King having the Crown on his Head, with greate

d Appendix, Numb. 62, 63. e Appendix, Numb. 6^.
/ Appendix, Numb. 65.
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Koyaltie knighted them, having himfelf firft received
Knighthood from his Uncle the Prote&or, who was
authorifed by Letters Patent, under the Great, Seal to
confer it.

Upon the Acceffion of Queen Mary to the Throne,
a s Commiflion was granted to the Earl of Arundel,
empowering him to make Knights; but without any
additional Title, within two Days after the Date of that
Patent, which were the two Days preceding her Coro-
nation; in purfuance hereofi we find the Names of
the Knights created by him, according to the flated
Form of creating Knights of the Bath, and the Va-
riety of the Ceremonies then ufed, fö diftin&ly re-
latedj that it particularly deferves to be confulted in
the h Appendix.

When Queen Elizabeth fucceeded to the Crown, fhe
granted the like Commifiion to the läme noble Earl,
<f to doy and exercife everie thingey and thinges on hir be -
<f hälfe to be done and exercifedy for the full making of
“ Knightes of the Bath, and of other KnightSy’ fo theyr
are expreßly diftinguifhed. The' Preamble to this Com-
milfion recites, the Reafons upon which the Grant of
it was made, and thofe Reafons are propofed in fo
good a Light, and fupported on fuch good Grounds,
that the Reader, in confulting them, will not find his

g Appendix, Numb.66. b Appendix, Numb. 67, 68-
i Appendix, Numb. 6 p.

Time
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Time difagreeably employed. The Names of the Per¬
lons advanced to this Dignity, in purfuance of the
Commiffion, will be found in the proper Courle in
the* i Appendix ..

In refped to theie Commiflions of our Queens-
Regent, I have, in another 1 Treatile, occafionally
mentioned lomething relating to their Männer of
conferring Knighthoods, upon which, I {hall not
now proceed to enlarge : neither (hall I enquire, whe-
ther our Kings, who fucceeded theie two Queens, did
not, implicitly, follow the like Method of Proceedure,
without refleding, that flieh Commiffions might be
originally owing to the DifFerence of their Sex, or to
certain Reafbns of Decency, and Propriety, on that Ac¬
count. A learned m Jefuir, indeed, hath allerted, but
upon what Authority I cannot conjedure, that Eliza¬
beth Queen of England, caufed her felf to be armed on
the Day of her Coronation ,, to be Sovereign of the Orders'
of Knighthood in England; neither can I apprehend tot
what particular Rite, on the Occafion, he intencW
ed to refer, as performed by Queen. Elizabeth^ per-
fonally, except that of putting on theSpurs, at the
Time of her Coronation $ the Propriety of which*

k Appendix, Numb. 70.

I Imroduü. to the Regifter of the Garter, p. 54.

m Meneftrier de la Chevalerie, p. 114. la Reine Elizabeth SAngkterre
fe fit armer le jour de fon couronnement pour eftie. Chef des Ordres d&
Chevalerie d‘ Angleterre.

Cere-
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Ceremony, in this Cafe, I am not at leifure here to
cxamine.

From the.Ceremonial, as it is defcribed, of the Crea¬
tion in die Reign of Queen Mary, we learn, that the
Candidates went into the Bath in Linnen-Drawers, or
Breeches, according to the Rules of an antient For-
mulary *,* that the Queen, with her own Hands, tied
on their Swords; which yet was not the determinate
Aktion, that imprefled the Characier of Knighthood j
but the Earl of Arundel formally and effeötually con-
ferred it, when he executed his Commiflion by giving
the Acollade, or by laying his Hands upon the Shoul¬
ders of thofe, who were defigned to be honoured with
this Degree; concerning which Praötice, it will be iie-

xeflary to add fome explanatory Remarks in the Se-
quel. ■>

As Queen Elizabeth was never married, the Reafons
of feveral publick Creations of Knights of the Bath,
in former Reigns, did not fubfift, during the Time
of her Reign \ which continuing above forty-five Yeärs,
£he (as it is n aflerted) fürvived all the Knights, 0 eleven
in Number, upon whom this Honour had’ been con-
ferred at her Coronation.

WhenKing James was crowned, he promoted? fixty-
;two Perföns to this Dignity •, and in the fecond Year

n G. 2. penes me, p. 221. 237.

0 Appendix, Numb.70. p Append. Nnmb.71.

of
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of his Reign, his younger Son, tfaen in che ffjfburth
Yearofhis Age, was r invefted wich chis Degree, pre-
vious co his being created Duke of York.

Ic was allowed, chac Knighcs of che Bath oughc to
have Precedency of all Knights-Bacchilers, chough in
order of Time knighced before chem in chis Reign:
Buc fome Knights-Batchilers, 'formerly creaced, claim-
ed a Righc of preceding chem-: This Contefl: occa--
iioned a very elaborace and curious Treatife by/Mr..
Thinne , Lancaßer- Herald, in anlwer co che Argumencs,
alledged by che Knights-Bacchilers, who infifted on chac
precended Righc 5 a Treatife chac very well deferves co
be made publick j and according to ehe Argument of
which, the Precedency was determined, as rightfully
belonging to Knighcs of the Bath.

In the tenth Year of his Reign 1 6 1 o, when his eldeft
Son Henry, was to be created Prince of Waler, there *
was a general Promotion made of the 1 Knighcs of the »
Bath, though this Prince himfelfe it is confeded, . ne-
ver had this Degree adlually conferred on him.-j the
Realbn of which particular Exception to the general t
Rule, in relpect: to Princes, efpecially to the firft Prince t-
of the Blood, moft probably was* that Knighthood
might have been conferred on him ac the Time of his ,

q Appendix, Numb. 74.

r Appendix, Numb. 73-

/ G. 2. penes me, p. 196, &c. .

t Appendix, Numb- 75« .
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Baptiffn, according to the u antient Cuftom of Scot¬
land, when ff he wasicrowned and created Prince and
“ Great Steward of Scotland, Duke of Rofay, Earl of
tc Carrick, Lord of the Ilis, and Baron and v Knight of
<{ Renfrenve.”

And becaule different Writers frequently remark the
Rites oblerv’d in publick Solemnities, after a different
Männer, lo that we frequently find leveral Circum-
ffances particularly related by one of them, which are
only in general tranfiently mentioned, or perhaps
wholly omitted by another, I thought it might not be
improper to refer the Reader to leveral y different Nar¬
ratives, concerning that particular Solemnity, which is
the Subjecl of our prelent Inquiry: But I have not
now an opportunity to examine, whether the Order of
Precedency, in the Return öf this Procefiion, as rela¬
ted by Mr. Stow, was perfedly agreeable to ancient
Ufage.

Upon the Death of Prince Henry, his Brother Charles
Duke of Tork (afterwards Charles the Firft) was, with
much Solemnity, created Prince of Wales, when leve-
ral * Perlons were promoted to the Knighthood of the
Rath, and there was the like Inveftiture after his Suc-

» See Scotichron. 1. 16. c. 6. which was aljo the Fraüice in France- Anno¬

tat. für l'Hifl. de Cb- 6. p. 532, and in Buigundy, Pont. Heuter. 1. 15. Rer.

Burgund¬

er Rymeri Foed. Vol. i$, p- 263.

y Appendix, Numb. 75, 76, 77, 78»

ä Appendix, Numb. 79. celfion
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ceflion to the * Crown in Fehmary 162,5. In the End
of the Year 1 <5" 3 7, he b appointed that his eldeft Son
the Prince, afterwards Charles King of England, the
Second of that Name, Ihould, on the thirty-firft Day
of May following, be advanced to this Dignity, befbre
his Elebtlon into the Fellowfliip of the Gart er, and
the c Regiller of that Order mentions his Eledtion on
that very Däy, but (eems, indeed, to imply, that the
Degree of Knight-Batchiler, only, was then conferred
on him.

Soon afterward the Rebellion and Civil War broke
out, putting all Things in a State of the utmofl: Dif
order : and although the very Title of the Formulary
leems to imply, that this Degree of Knighthood was
only to be confered in Time of Peace -, yet, if what is
alTerted by a d French Writer of Character, upon Sub-
jedts of Nobility, Titles, and other Adjundts of Ho-
nour, may be of any Authority, James Duke of Tork,
afterward King of England, and the Second ofthatName,
was created Knight of the Bath. But he was certain-
ly eledted Companion of the Garter at Tork, on the
zoth of A-pril 164.1, the Morning after the lall annual
Feftival of St. George, celebrated before the Reftora-
tion of King Charles the Second, upon which that Mo¬
narch reilored this Dignity of Knighthood of the Bath,

a Appendix, Numb. 8> b Appendix^ Nnmb. 82.
c Append. Numb. 83.
d De Ja Roque Traite de Ja Noblefle, p. 331.
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and, previouftyto bis bring crowned, '’created fixty-
eicbt Knichts of that Denomination.

III. The Dignity of this Degree may, in general,
be concluded, from ehe pious, the beneficial, and other
moft exeellent Ends of lts Inftitution, which have been
already (pecified: But that we may be able to form
ftill a more adequate, and diftind Judgement in the
Cale, it may be convenient to proceed upon a fum-
mary Confideration of the following Particulars, con-
cerning the feiernn Times, Places, and Rites of con-
ferring it, as well as Perfens, on whom it hath been pe-
culiarly conferred.

i. OurMonarchs, to do the greater Honour to this
Degree, and which may ferve to give us a more jufb
Idea concerning the Dignity of it, have chofen the
moft publick, the moft Iplendid, and joyful Occahons
for creating Knights of the Batb. This Ad of Royal
Grace hath been ufually difplay’d upon the Coronation,
and Marriage of our Kings; the Coronation of both
Queens-Regents and Queens-Conforts; the Birth, and
Marriage of the Royal Iffue, and their firft Advance-
ment to Honoursj upon the driigned Expeditions
by our Kings againft their foreign Enemies j upon In-
ftallations into the Moß Noble Order of tbe Garte r,

e Append. Numb« 84. and
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and when Tome grand Anniverfary-Feftivals were ce-
lebrated.

z. The Place, where our Princes have confer red this
Honour, was always inleparably, and neceflarily an-
nexed, on that Occafion, to the Palace, or within the
Verge of the Court, where they refided. And for the
greater-Solemnity of theiE Adion in conferring it, and
to.fhew the high. Importance, and Defign of it, the j
Ceremonies, lo far as they relpeded the Ends of Re¬
ligion, were lolemnized in föme Chappel or Church
dedicated to the Honour, and approrpiated to the Wor-
fliip of God. ;

3; But befides thele Circumftances of Time, t and
Place, both which' are, without doubt, defignedly a-
dapted to the Nature of the Adion perforrned in
them j the Männer of creating, Knights of the Baß;
hath leveral Things in it öf more p.eculiar Confidera-
tion, which may be proper ftill to heighten our Efteem
for fo antient, and honourable an Inllitution.

The moral Signification of the leveral Rites uled in -
creating Knights of th eBath, will be confidered under
a diftind Sedion in the Sequel, What- I fhallatpre- -
lent oblerve, concerning thole Rites, only relates to
the Luftre, the Importance, and Number of them-.
In the former relped, they participate with leveral Ce¬
remonies immemoriaily uled at the Coronätion of our
Kings; fuch are the Bath, the Buskins, the Coif, the

K z Spurs,,
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Spars, the Gloves, the Sword, the Oath, the Robes,
<&c. and probably from thence, as Circumflances va-
ried, thefe particular Ufages, in reference to the Crea¬
tion of thefe Knights, did originaliy take their Rife,
and Direktion; and confequently, if any Objebtion
fhould therefore be pretended againft them, buch Ob-
jebtion would be founded, not in their Want of Splen-
dor, and Dignity, but rather in their exceeding on thefe
Accounts.

The Importancc of thefe Rites, is not lefs confi-
derable. The perfonal Adminiftration of the King,when
he is prefent, or at Ieaft his virtual Prefence under forne
delegated Authority, in affifting at the Ceremonial by
a Train of Ablions, peculiar to his Royal Majefly, ne-
ceflarily contribute to augment the State and Grandeur
of the Solemnity \ and the great Officers of the So-
vereign’s Houfehold, received the Candidates to be crea-
ted Knights of the Bath, at their firft coming to the
Court, who were afterwards fucceffively condubted
through a Ceremonial, as we {hall prefently fee, of a
various, and elaborate Procefs.

I need not here proceed to fhew, that in propor-
tion, as greater Solemnities are ufed, in the Defigna-
tion of a Perfön to any Office, the more Honour is
always, upon a natural Prefumption, intended to be
done to him, when fuch Office is conferred. If this
be a known Rule, in ordinary Promotions to any Ci¬
vil Charabler, or Employment, it will hold flill ftron-

o-er.
ö 3
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ger, when fuch Ceremonies are perfbrmed, which al-
lude principally to thofe, that have becn celebrated,
whcn Sovereign Princes were invefted with the Rights
of their Regalities 5 or luch, as have forne vifible Rela¬
tion to any facred, and inftituted Rite, or Rites of re-
ligious Worfhip.

It may be proper therefore to take notice, that the
greater Ceremony, from which the Knighthood of the
Bath is denominatedj and which, we muft therefore
fuppofe, was inftituted with a peculiar Delign of re-
prefenting the Dignity of.it, hath the like Foundation,
as to the moral Delign of it, with the great, and ftt-
cred Ordinance, by which we are initiated into the
Faith, and Profeftion of our Holy Religion. And it
is not improbable, that as Bathing was intended, in
the allegorical Conftrudtion of it, to denote the inward
Purgation and future Purity of the Mind \ 1b, the Oc-
cafion of applying it, in that Senfe, might be origi¬
nal ly taken from a Confideration of the baptifmai
Grace, and Efticacy; for the Origin of this civil In-
ftitution may, for the Realbn here mentioned, be much
more probably derived from the Chriftian Religion,
than from the Luftrations of the Heathens, with whom,
it is yet allowed, Bathing was ufed, as one of their rc-
ligious Solemnities.

The Diftincfion, indeed, or proper Charadter of all
Things is known, and can only be known by the dif¬
ferent Forms, under which Things appear : There is

no
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no other Reafön to be afligned of the different Degrees
ofNobility, but from the different Männer, according
to which Nobility was at firfl originally createdy or
hath been fince fucceffively derived: Were ic not for
certain external Signatures, whereby Perfons and Things,
are known from other Perföns and Things, there could
be no .particular or diftinöt Knowledge, in either re-
fpe£t.

But of all Diftin&ions, none are more vifibly adapt-
ed, and univerfally underftood to reprefent, or fignify,
what is intended by them, than thofe, which are known
by different Habits: It is therefore a received Maxim,
“ The Quality, and Dignity of the Perfön to be di-
“ ftinguifhed, is demonftrated from the different Ha-
“ bit appropriated to him.” And for this Reafon, I
may, on fome future Occafion, defcend to a more
particular Confideration of the Robes, and other Marks
of Diftin&ion appropriated to Knights of the Bath,
with föme occafional Remarks, concerning the particu¬
lar Reaföns of fuch Appropriations; contenting my
felf, at prefent, by adding, that in the Church of Watb
in Torkßire } upon the f Monument of Sir John Nor¬
ton, created Knight of the Bath at the Marriage of Prince
Arthur , and who died on the z8th of Auguß 15 10.
He was reprefented by his Portraiöture, having over his
Armour, the Mantle, and Gloves hanging thereat, as
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they were ufed ät ehe Time of his Creation, and wich
a Croß upon eäch Knce, which will be hereafter ex»
plained.

I fhall 'only make tranfient Mention here, that thefe
Robes were delivered by the King’s fpecial Warrants, at
the Expence of the Crown, as an additional Circum-
ftance, to ihew another confiderable Chara&er of Di-
flin&ion, in refpedt to the Dignity, and Honour of
this Degree j and I ihall here incidentally take the Li¬
berty of repeating, that as a Mark of a more honora-
ry Impreß upon this Act of Royal Grace, Knights of
the Bath are fummoned, in order to their Creation,
by the King’s Letters, or fpecial MiiTive Writs imme-
diately directed to them for that Purpofe.

As the greater Solemnity of any particuiar Ceremö-
ny doth, according the Tenour of the aforegoing Ar¬
gument, demonftrate the greater Dignity of the Aktion,
to which fuch Ceremony is appropriäted ; fo the Dig¬
nity of fiich Aktion muft neceflärily be prefiimed to
arife in proportion, as a greater Number of foiemn coli-
curring Circumftances is previoufly reejuired to the
Performance of it: The Rule in this Cafe, The more
Ceremony , the more State, needs no Comtiaent; efpe-
cially, where the Sovereign himfelf appears, or is un-
deritood to appear in all the Splendor, and Majefty of
the State-Royal: And therefore, though all Honour is
ultimately derived from him, as the fole Foüntain of
Honour j yet, every Dignity conferred by him, re-

ceives
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ceives an additional Luftre, as it is more expreß!ve, or
underftood to be more expreß! ve, ofthe Royal Favour,
from the Circumßances of conferring it.

I come now to make fome Refledtions upon the
Männer and Adt of conferring this Knighthood 5 and
it will äppear, there hath not been any Method, or
Form of Rites in conferring Knighthood in any
Age, or any Part of the World, wherein one Cere-
mony or other was ufed, which feparately conveyed
Knighthood of a different Kind, that is not parti-
cularly, and conjundtly retained in conferring the
Knighthood of the Bath 5 fuch was the Inveftiture with
the Military Belt, the Cindhire of the Sword, the Pla-
cing the Spurs, the Blow upon the Neck, the Acol-
lade, with the Embracing, and Kifs of Peace. In-
deed, the Ceremony, by which Bannerets were created,
in cutting the Guidon into the Form of a Square, could
not, with any Propriety, be ufed in creating Knights
of the Bath, as it was a Military Adtion always per-
formed in Time of War, where Banners were dif-
played.

The Time to which I have confined my fei f, doth
not permit me to explain thefe feveral Methods of con-
veying Knighthood in diftindt Ages, and Countries:
But, to fätisfy the Curiofity of thofe, who may have
a Defire to know, what is the precife, and determi-
nate Adtion, by which Knighthood of the Bath is ul-
timately, and compleatly conveyed, I fhall take the
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prelent Occafion to £ repeat, that the Adion which
fiilly and finally imprelfes the Charakter of Knight-
hood in this Degree, is, the Blow given with the
Hand upon the Neck or Shoulder. The Reader by
the h Reference in the Margin, will find, that it hath
been controverted between fome foreign Writers, whe-
ther the Stroke, which imprefied the Charader of
Knighthood, was heretofore given with a Sword, or
by the bare Hand upon the Neck.

Ac the Creation of Knights of the Bath, it was
allo uliial to make fimple Knights, or Knights-Batchi-
lers; which was done folely by the Stroke with a
Sword, who are therefore, in lome Ceremonials, termed
Knights of the 4 Sword • and in others, Knights
of the h Carpet . And it fliould not be omitted,
that Perlons of the greatefl: Quality, and particularly
a c Son of the King of Portugal, have taken upon
them that Degree, on the Occafion, when Knights of
the Bath were created. And it is accordingly oblerva-
ble, that in the d Commilfions iffued for creating
Knights of the Bath , previous to the later Corona-
tions, there was a Claule, which not only gave Pow¬
ers to that End, but alfo to make, and ordain other Per~
fons Knights.

g See above. p. 6 2. h Du Frefn, Gloff v. AJapa Military.
a Claudius, C. 3. /«Bibi. Cotton in Jeverdi Ptaces.

' b Ufttdl'y to be found in theL ;]fs.

c Append. Numb. 43. d Append. Numb. 6p. 72. C?c.

L The
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The Knighthood of the Bath being more antient

than any of the Religious, or Civil Military Or¬
ders, which were not founded before the e Twelfth
Century; there are good Grounds to infer, that fe-
veral Rites in thofe Orders might, in fucceeding
Times, owe their Origin to this Inftitution: And it
might be a proper Subjekt of Enquiry, whether there
is any one of thefe Orders that was not primarily
formed upon the Model of it. As to the Religious
Military Orders, it is evident, the Method of * admit-
ting a Member into the Fraternity of the Knight s-Hofpi-
tallersjone of the raoft antient Societies of this kind, had
an apparent Affimilation with the Rites ufed in con-
ftituting a Knight of the Bath. And as the Ceremo-
nies in creating Knights of the Bath , feem to be de-
rived, in feveral Refpebts, from the Forms ufed in the
Coronations of our Sovereigns; fo feveral Princes,
from this Inftitution of Knighthood, have probably
taken Hirns, or certain exemplary Projekts, upon
which they have ere&ed their Civil Military Or¬
ders. I fhall not enter upon a particular Difcuf-
fion, whether even the royal and magnificent Foun-
der of the moft Noble Order of the Garter, might
not, in certain Inftances, copy from this Precedent;
but I fhall confine my felf, at prefent, to what ap-
pears, at firft fight, to have been fomewhat fingular

e ln the Introd . to the Regifler of the Garter, />. 63.
a Menen. Dilic, Equeflr. p. 72. in
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in thc Ritual of chis Degree of the Bath$ namely,
that every young Knight fliould wear a white Silk
Lace on his Left Shoulder, ’till it fliould be taken off
by the Hand of the Prince, or of fomc noble Lady,
upon his having performed fome brave and confide-
rable Adion : which might give Rife to the Inftitu-
tion of an Order of Knighthood, from the Badge
proper to it, denominated the Knot-y and this Knot
was to be worn by the Companions * untied> tili they
had refpedively done fome fuch fignai Military Ex-
ploit.

In the former Ages of Gallantry, Knights obliged
themlelves, by Vows, to perform Feats of Arms j and as a
vifible Teil; of their Prowefs and Refolution, made choice
of fome particular Enfign, a Bracelet about the Arm,
a Chain about one of their Legs, or fome other De¬
vice of like nature •, firft tied on with great Ceremony
by the Hand of fome beautiful Lady, and worn as the
Signal of a Challenge to all Perfons, termed, in the
Language of that Time, an Emprife j as, upon the Per¬
formance of that Vow, the fome Badge was likewifo
taken off by a Lady^ which Adion was called Deli-
<vever de fa Emprife , and probably the Word Enterprize
may owe its Etymology to this Pradice,

a Hift. des Ordres Militaires, Amfterd. 1721. Vol. 3. p. 413, 4x4. Car.de
I ellis in famil. Neapol. Hic jacet ftrenuus Miles Coljutius Bozzutus filius
ejus qui fuit de Societate Nodi, quem Nodum in campali bello vi&oriofe
diffolvit, & diäum Nodum religavit in Jerufalem, qui obiit, 1370.

L t. The
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The taking this Silk Lace off the Knights of the Bath

by a Lady, is the more obfervable, as to defend and
proted Virgins and Widows was a Duty incumbent
on them, by vertue of their Oath $ and therefore it
might not be improper, that they fliould be defpoiled
of this Badge by io foft, and pleafinga Violence. Bur,
that the Ladies might ftill do greater Honour to the
Knights, who were the Objeds of this Favour, Tilts
andTournaments were ordinarily appointed on theSo-
lemnities, in which Knights of the Bath were created ;
and when they were to make a Trial of their Strength
and Skill, which by the Monkifh Writers, and Hifto-
rians, are termed Tyrocinia, probatory Martial Exer-
cifes, wherein the Ladies were generally appointed
Judges, and diftributed honorary Rewards to the Com-
batants, according to the different Proofs of their
Strength, Art, and Adivity , the Difcufhon of which
particular Articles would require too great a Gompafs
in this Place, and therefore I muft difmifi that En-
quiry to another Opportunity^ as alib the Confide-
ration of the Badge granted to the Knights of the
Bathy by which they are diffcinguifh’d,being Three
Cronrns, the Arms afcribed to King Arthur.

4. The other Method of making an Eftimate con-
cerningtheDignity of any Honour, is, from the Cha-
rader of the Perfons, on whom it hath been peculiarly
conferr’d. Our Kings themielves, who had not been
knighted before their Acceffion to the Sovereign Au-

thority.
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thority, have formally taken this Knighthood upon
them, at the fame time with the Crown j the Princes
of the Blood Royal, foreign Princes, young Gentle-
men of the higheft Nobility, and firft Diftindtion for
their Birth, Quality, and perfonal Merit, have been
the proper and feledt Objekts of this Royal Grace:
Inftances whereof may be found in the Appendix.

5. Concerning the allegorical Conftrudtion of the
Ceremonies ufed throughout the whole Procefs of con-
ferring this Dignity, and the myftical Signification of
the particular Make, and different Colours of the Ma¬
terials, which are exprefly enjoin’d by the Formulary,
whereof I promifed to give jfome Account: I fhali
now curförily remark, that the Humour of fbrmer
Ages difpofed them to be very particular and prolix in
the Explication of Forms. I have in a another place
obferved, how far the Rites relating to the Fafhion
and Colour of the Enfigns ufed by the'Knights of the
Garter, have been moraliz’d 5 and in reference to the
prefent Subjedt, fhali take notice, that the moft learned
‘Vfr. b Seiden, for the Proof of Bathing, cites an old
Book, defcribing the Game of Cheffe, tranflated by
Caxton, without afligning the Time when the Writer
of that Book lived. A Tranfcript of which I have,
in Deference to Mr. Seiden s Authority, inferted from.
a c Tranflation of it into the French Language: for

a Imrod. to Regiß er nf the Garter, p. np } 120. b Tit/es of Ho'nour,p. 4<(J.
c Appendix, Numb. 87* f rm a very jair MS. in the Ihrtds of Mr. Wood-
man the Booifeller.

the.
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the Book is faid to have beeil written originally in
Latin, and even this Frencb Tranflation being dedi-
cated to John Duke of Normandy , eldeft Sou of Phi¬
lip King of France, it follows, that it muft have been
inade in the Interval between the 17th of Fehruary,
1331, when the Title of that Dutchy was conferr’d
on him, and the Time of his Acceffion to the Throne
by the Demife of his Father on Aug. 11, 1350.

Bathing, from whence thefe Knights took their Ap¬
pellation, reprefents the a Purgation of the Perfon
bathed from Sin, and from all Kind of moral Impu-
rity; as a Perfön, by Baptifm, is fandified by a Principle
of inward and fpiritual Grace.

After Bathing, he is put into a new and clean Bed,
to denote that perfed and fedate Compofüre of Mind,
with which a Courfe of virtuous Atchievements, in his
new Military State, is to be finally rewarded.

After he hath for fome time repofed himfelf^ Robes
of Crimfön, orRed Tartarin were deliver’d to him j
by which fignificant Rite and Ornament he is inftruöt-
ed, that the Duty of his new Military Office requires,
he fhould, for the Service of the Chriftian Religion,
and for the Church, be ready to expofe himfelf, when-
ever there may be juft Occafion, to the greateft Diffi-

a See Appendix, Numb. 86, 87. for the Proof s of thefe Allegorles. Camb-
den’.f Britan- p. 124. jwxta vas balneatorium linteis opertum, inquo cum fe
Deo commendaverint, fe abluunt, ut deinceps corpore, aniijioq; mundo
efle admoneantur, &c.

culties
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culties and Dangcrs; though Tuch as may occalion the
ihedding of his Blood: And thefe Robes are guarded,
lined, or edged wich white Silk, as ertiblematical of
thac immaculate Honour,which,in vircueof his Knight-
hood, he is inviolably obliged to prelerve and main-
tain.

The Cbaußes femellees , or Black Scockings foaled with
Leacher, are intended, as leveral other Materials of thac
Colour, in the Allegorical Conltrudtion of them, for
a Document of Humility; reminding him of his firft
Extraction, in relpedt tohismortal, and material Part,
the Earth, out of which his Body was originally form*
cd, and into which it muß lometime certainly be re*
folved.

His Spurs denote his Ardour, Forwardnels, and Acli-
vity in the Purluit of Military Adventures, and Ho-
nour , and particularly, a ready and chearful Obedience
to any luperior Command, fuch as himlelf fhouldB
think realonable to be obey’d without ScrupI$.or Regret,
by thole, over whom he might be placed in any Degree
of Authority *, elpecially, where Circumltances would?
not admit Dilpute or Delay. And here I am to re-
mark, that according to the Heraldick Syftem, Spurs
are carried, among other Trophies, at the Funeral of
a Knight of the Bath ; a Privilege not allowed to any
other Perlon, under the Degree of a Baron, except
only to Bannerets, and in later times, to Colonels o£'
Horle.

The-
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His white Girdle or Belt, rcprelents the Vertue of

'Challity, not in Oppofition to Marriage, but to a im¬
pure and crimina! Love, which Knights ought particu-
larly to detelt, as being the avow’d Guardians of Fe-
male Vertue and Honour.

The Ceremonial direkts, that the Lords, who by
the Sovereigns Appointment, iliali put on theSpurs,
do likewife make the Sign of the Crofs on each Knee
of the Knight j and leveral Monuments of Knights
of the Bath were lately, if not Itill remaining, having
h Großes placed in this manner upon their Knees.

The Sword is delign’d as a Token of the Knights
declaring open Defiance to the Devil, and of his re-
lölving to defend Religion, and theDuties of his Cal-
ling, with all Vigour and Conltancy; particularly, to
undertake the Protektion and Defence of Poor Men

againft the Rieh, and of weak Men againft the Strong.
The Coife, white Covering, and white Hat upon the

Head, imports, in the moral Delign of it, that as a
Knight is under indifpenfible Obligations, in vertue of
his Charakter and Funktion, to perfbrm good and com-
mendable Works j lohe ought to prelerve a pure Con-
Icience before God, and Ihould be careful never to do,
never to delign any thing, for which his Mind may
inwardly challenge or reproach him.

a That of Sir R. Willoughby, Chief Jußice in the Reign of Edward 1. Of

Sir John Norton, in 1520. in the Church of Wath in Yoiklhire. Of S/r John
Leigh in Lambeth, Oc.

b See Du Frefne Gloff v. Cingulo nh litari decorare. The
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The Blow on the Neck is intended, as a * Memo¬

rial ro him, that he ought not to be inlenfible of any
real Indignity, or Affront; that Honour is a tender
Point 5 and no Impreflions are looner feit, or ought
to be Jonger retained, than thofe whereby any Perlon
fuffers in nis Charader, as a Man of Honour.

This Account of the myftick Signification, in gi-
ving the Blow, is agreeable to the Opinion, which hath
prevailed in later Times. But fince learned Men have
made different Conjedures, about the Origin of it,
as I have in another a Place oblerv’d, it may be conve-
nient to propole löme of them, which have been thought
moft Ipecious, to the Reader, that he may judge for
himlelfi concerning the Propriety of them. There are
Authors, who have derived this Blow from the Stroke
given by the Romans per 'vindiffamy with the Rod, up-
on any Perlon, in his receiving Manumillion : Others
have deduced it from the Stroke, that the Bilhops fre-
quently gave to Perlons confirmed by them: Others
contend it was given upon the Creation of a Knight,

fc Lambertus Ardenfis Hift. Com« Guifn. qui vixit fub Philippo Augußo.
In die San£k> Pentecofles ei Militarem, non repercutiendus, dedic alapam, &
militaribus eum in virum perfe&um dedicavit facramentis. ln that Age, the
Hißcrians obferv’d not the ßriü Rules of Grammar ; and it leing evident from the ,
jvhole Paffage, that the (Fords, non repercutiendus, tnufl rtfer to the ncw-crcated
Knight • it may not he unreajonable toguefs, that the tute Reading ought to he non
repercutiendo; more cfpecially y ßnce this Significationof that Stroh is remembred
hyother Writers. Thttsin the Appendix, Numb. 86. at the Knighting of Itde-
bi and, this Advice isparticularly given him.

a Introduktion to the Regifler of the Garter. Other Authors have attribnted
it to the antient Adoptions per arma.

M with
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with Tuch Violence, that he fliould, by the fenfible Im-
preflion of it, be more powerfully, and permanently
reminded of his Profeftion; which Opinion appears
confonant to an antient Cuftom of the Romans , tranf-
mitted from them to the Germans, of giving a Blow
to a Perfon, who might be called upon to atteft any
Thing in Evidence, that had happened at the Time,
when the Blow was given, or was for fome fpecial Rea-
fon to be particularly remembred; foveral Inftances of
which Pra£tice are collected by b Du Frefne ; to which
may be added, it was cuftomary in the c Northern
Parts of Europßy when the Prieft put the Ring upon
the Bride’s Finger, for thofe, who alfifted at the Mar-
riage, to give themlelves fiich Strokes, the more effe-
(ftually to remember the Solemnization of it. After
fuch Inftances, I need not make an Apology for obfor-
ving, there is, in many places, a Cuftom of the like
Nature obferved in our annual Perambulations, in Or¬
der to determine, and afoertain to our refpective Pa-
riihes, their true Bounds, and proper Claims of Right,
by fuch Treatment of young Perfons, as may ever afcer
caufo them to remember the Occafion of it. Some

Ceremonials of Knighthood prefoppofo, indeed, an-
other Reafon for this Rite of the Blow, and fäy, it
was appointed in d Memory of our Saviour’s being buf¬

fe Gloff. v. auris, alapa. c Olaus Magnus, ]. 14.

d The Knighthood 0/ William Earl of Holland, 247. in Seiden’; Titks of
HmoHTy Part 2- c. 1. § 60.

feted
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feted, and (mitten for our OfFences. This Blow was
probably given on the e Back of the Shoulder, or Neck,
that the Perfon, who received it, fliould continually
remember, that he' ought ncver to give an Enemy the
Opportunity, upon his flight from the Battle, of ftri-
king him in the (äme Place. There is another Ac¬
count, conceming the Originof this Ceremony, which
I (hall barely mention, without any Remark * name-
ly, that it was derived from the f Sword, when the Mi¬
litary Oath was taken by the Soldiers, under the Ro¬
man Emperor Juliany Gladio cervicibus admotOy men-
tioned by Marcellinus

However this may be, yet, it ought not to be dif-
(embled, that not only the Monarchs of this Nation,
buc (everal foreign Princes have alfo, in fbrmer Ages,
upon extraordinary Occahons, conferred Knighthood
by Batbmg. And (ince we may receive (everal con-
fiderable Informations concerning the Rites, and Im¬
port of thefe Rites, from the Methods u(ed by them,
I thought proper to inlert fome Precedents in the
Appendix of (uch foreign Creations. In 13 5 o, Robes
were prepared for the h Knighthood of the Dauphin,
in which he was to perform his Vigils, with Coverings
alfo for his Bed, «and Coats of Arms to be (et up in the
Chamber, with (everal other Materials. The Method

e Cafeneuve v. AccoJlee.
$ Caflclii Varjar. 1. 1 . c. 8*

g Lib. 7x.
h £>u Frefne, GlölT- v. Miles.
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of conferring this Knighchood, by the King of France,
upon Lewis King of Sicily, in May 138p, by Bathing,
and other Ceremonies, correfponding wich thefe ufed
in this Realm, is Co noble and 'folemn, that unlefs I
had been confined fo much to Time, I ought to have
made a Verfion of it. This Pradice was likewife up¬
on grand Occafions obferved in Italy, whereof k In-
flances will be found in the Appendix, and which, in
Truth, Ihould have been, but fbr the fäme Reftraint,
rendered in Engliß: Andas to Spain, 'Mr. Seiden hath
already told us, what the antienc Cufloms of that Na¬
tion were, in this Refped; and he takes ic for grant-
ed, that our Edward the Firft, was there knighted in
this Männer: Several curious Obfervations might be
drawn ffom thefe Narratives, which muft be poftpo-
ned to another Time.

The antient Ceremonial, both in the French and the
old Engliß Language, wherein the Rices of conferring
this Degree are exhibited, will enable us to form the
moft clear and diflind Notions concerning the Rea-
fon, and End, upon which chey were appointed. The
French Ceremonial, indeed, hath been already printed
by Bisße, in his Notes upon Upton but either the
Copy, from which he tranfcribed, was fäulty 3 or he
was not fo careful, and exad, as he ought to have been

i Appendix, Numb. 8S-

k Appendix, Numb. 86»

l Titles of Honottr, 1. 2. c.4. § 8*
in



in tranferibing. m Mr. Seiden hach referred us co a For-
mulary in ehe ferne Language, which he fuppofeth, was
not more ancient, than the Reign of Henry VII. It
is probable* he did not meet wich arfy Copy chac was
excanc, chough chere were cercainly feveral latent Co-
pies of ic, wriccen before chac Time. There are ftill
Ibnie Copies remaining, which, by che n Charadters,
feem co be of much greacer Antiquity. 0 Mr. Thinne>
a good Judge of fach Maccers, referrtp one in his own
Cuftody, wriccen under the Reign of Edward III; and
ic hach been already hinced, thac p Upton, who wrote
in the Reign of Henry VI, might, in all probabilicy,
refer to this Ceremonial, as extant in his Age: To
which may be added, that the whole Procefi contain-
ed in this French Formulary, hach all the Charadters»

refponds exadtly with the Preparacions in the Accounts.
of the Wardrobe j and it is obfervable, that in the Ar-
ticle concerning the Fees due to the Barber, it fpecifies
only fuch, which are to be paid by an Earl, Baron*
Banneret, or Knigh^. The Fees, indeed, asduefrom
the Degree of Dukes, are therein omicted; which
Omiilion., if it fhould not be allowed as a juft Com
fequence, that this Inftrument is more antient, than

m Titles of Honour, ]. 2. c. 5. n. 45.

n There is one Juch Copy in the Cotton Library, sind another in nry Cnßodi,
P* 35 -

0 Advccate and Anti-Advocate, M S.

p See above, p. 52.

or proper Marks ofa more early Compofition Iccor--

ehe



tlie Eredtion of the Ducal Dignity in this ICingdom;
yct, we may reafönably condude, it was framed before
the twenty-fifth of Henry VI, when the Fees of the re-
Ipetftive Degrees'were confirmed to the li Bar her, and
the Fees for a Duke particularly exprefled, and deter-
mined to be inaduplicate Proportion to thofe of an
Earl} and in feverai later Copies of this French Ceremo-
nial, thefe Fees, due from a Duke, are mentioned.
Bysjhe, and Dugdale in his Warnvickßire , have feverally

, exhibited, in Sculpture, the Method of conferring this
Degreej.the original Drawings, from whence thefe
Sculptures were taken, are nowin the Poffeflion ofhis
Grace the Duke of Montagu : In them, feverai of the
Efquires, as there reprefented, have, about their Necks,
a Collar of white Rofes, with a white Lyon pendent
to it, which I have obferved in r another Place, was the
Collar, and Badge ufed by the Domefticks of Ednvard
the Fourth. But if Henry VII, permitted his Queen-
Confbrt to give her Servants the Badge, ufed by her
Father Ednvard IV, then this Sculpture may be the Pic-
ture referred to in the / Appendix } which reprefented the
Männer of creating Knights of the Bath, at her Co-
ronation.

I had a Defign to add explanatory Notes upon the
Ceremonial, towards difcovering more fully the Nature

q Appendix, Numb.^.
r lntroAuüion to the Regifter of tlie Carter, p. 119.

/ Append. Numb. 57.
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of the Rices required, and the Meaning of feveral
Terms therein contained 3 but the Printing of thofe
Notes, was not pradicable, within the Time limited
for the Publication of this Eflay. However, to ex¬
preß in ferne Degree, my moft grateful,' and dutiful
Acknowledgement to the Earl Marfhal, whofe Fees are
exprefled in this Ceremonial, I cannot omit to remark,
that thefe Fees do not depend upon the Authority of
this Formulary, but are grounded upon an immemo-
rial Ufige, and as fuch, confirmed expreßly by the
Statute-Law 1 of this Realm, and frequently reeited in
the u Records, and by our * Hiftorians.

Tliefe are the Fads, which I have at prefent thought
neceflary to produce j and the Reader may be affured,
they have been faithfully cited, and that due Care hath
been ufed, not to mifreprefent the Senfe, or Defigii oE
the Authors, or Inftruments, from which they were
taken: But as to the Obfervations, which have been
occafionally made upon thofe Fads, though it is ho-
ped, notwithftanding the fiiort Time, wherein this im-
perfed Scheme of an Hiftory hath been drawn up, I
have not committed any material, and I am fure, can¬
not be charged with any w;lful Miftake, in deducing

t St«t. Weflxn. 2. c. 42-
« See Piinn. on^th Inj}, p. 74. /iml at the Cnronatinn of Queen Alianor the

red Book oj the Exchcquer injorms tts, that Gilbert Earl oj Strigul, then Mar «
fl.>al, Recepit autem de quolibet Barone fado milit« a Rege, & quolibefcComite ea die Palfridum cum fella.

x See the Claim in Mat. Paris, ander 35 He«. 3. i> 830.

thcm-j
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thcnij yct, if itfhould, in Timefuture, appear, that
I have really drawn any falfe, or even precarious In-
fercnce on any Account, from the Authorities, on
which rny Arguments have bcen fbunded, I defire to
referve a Liberty to my felf of corredting fuch Error,
and of propofing the Matter in Queftion in a morc
-true and convenient Light.

COLLECTIONS
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