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.4. X 1 M iA> & pcnc incredibilirapictur admiratiov.cMedkornmvulgtts,
cjuod pofi tantorum virorum tot, tantasq; compGttendonm pbarmaccnm regu-
las ftmpliciitm exquifitifiimas ccnfuras, crrortm qui in officinispafsim commit-
tuntur delcttas cajiigationcs fummo denique in fafngio euccias medicim diui-
tias, Joiusinprxfentia , aliam quafi nomam conflituere vidcar, camque accu-
ratius cnucleare3& veluti Lernea capitajn dies magis, atq; viagis inualcjcen-
tia fcelcra,fkuientia adulteria , borumque migmata, vt ccdipodes, ant vcrius
alter ApoliOidiffiluere,edoccre, cumtuatiusaugerc, cmunEiius, atq; exaffius
abfolu,ere,prohiberequevelim:quum pnefertim eruditifiimus Hcrmolaus,acu-
tifimus Leonicenus, doffifiimus MarcelluSypn-efiantifiimus I{ucUiuSj,verJatifi-

tnus ManarduSjtnnumciiq;alij de remedtca benemeritiyftngulari cruditione,temporisdiutumitate,longaq;
experientia,grciuitate,Jkpicntia,prouidcntia} iudicio, hacde reverbofifiime dijjeruerint,atq; inbisexpur-
gandis non parum dejudarint; nefamiliaremBraJauolum,inJurgentem Fuch(ium,lepidimSyluiuvi,ingenio
Jum Matthiolumpoflterga rclinquam; quibusJ'ane,me illisjcientia non anteire liquido tenet,vtfi poji hos,no
ui quippiam emoliri mihi ipfi perfuaj'erim,auteos malcdiffts inceJfcre,eorumue labores mihi vcndicare,pri-
mum quidem tcmerarij adolcfccntis ejje,putarc qux oculis lynceis illinon viderint,oculatiusJc videre,cinici,
ac contumeliofi, in tamprobos virosdebacchari,fatuiq;, ac improbi, ex EpigrammatarioTocta, in alienis
libris fc ingcniojkm prj>Jlarc,qitaftq; aliorum di6ia duntaxat exj'cribere,& velutipofl deftflam mcjjem,fpi-
cilegiumfacerc,autpoJi refcin5iamfitim,noua ajferrepocula. quofit vt inani quadamgloriola,&dhuctyrun-
culus,qui vixprima medicinm elemcnta falutajfe exijlimor,vixintra parietcsfamam aluiffe, fupra hnmanas
vireshumcrisheradcismparonus,audactcrfatis,atq;impamdeJubwjfcauJusvidear.aYdnum,n.vaflifiimT<,
atq; difhciilimum eflnegocium,totiusartis intentum,falutem,atq; pernifiem includens, quonullum cfijalu-
brms.CT-qnodpluratncommttncmomnitmvtilitatemajferat,quumomnisars,bwust>T<£fidio,quafiq,tutela
gubernetur, citi omnisglorix, totiusq; bonorisprxmiummerito tribucndum. quum omnia artis inftit uta, ni-
hil propius quamJanitatemJpe£tent,ca vcrd Jirnplicitm & compojitorum cathena con{ifiat,quum nihil infm
plicigcnere oruni cx parte perfc&um natura expojkcrit: id eqtiidem nemo battcnus vtnosperfccit, nec in
vmm coegit; quanquam rcs videatur agitata inpublicislcffionibus,iaffata in iudicijs,vbiq;commcmorata,
in ampiijsimis arcis,&olitorijsfoYibuscelebrata: TJmpe vt rem ipfam, atq; animijinccritatem,vobispu-
rifiimi exponam: ne quifpiamfortafiis me inJolcnti£ infimulct, ne commtmi ambitionis inuidia Jhgiiict, vigc-
fmoprimo mc£ cetatis anno, Ticirti artium & medicin& titulis decoratus,vix in ^fpotlinea hacciuitatepra-
xim exerccre c<zpi,vixdtm fpeciariorum intricata ncgocia, nnilo ordinehinchindcfparja volwmina, varios,
fcabrofos, inextricabilcscodices euoluere, atq; meditari, (impticiumj;medicamcntomm fcricm qucmvcluti

tamJiclefli facinoris immanitatcm,medicorum quorundamignauiam,focordiam,atq; incuriam, non parum
Jkm admiratus; quad cymerias quafdamtenebras,denftfiimam catiginem, ambagum chaos, tam tetram,tam
boYribilcm,tam infeftam pefiem, tam importunam,meram tcdcpol barbariem pernitioftfiimaqu&dm(vtvo-
cant) luminaria adbtic viuercfinerent,adhucin feplaftariorummanibusvcrfari, & iuxta illorttm mortifera
decrcta, prho Jielus,compofitiones ornnesparari,venenwnq;promedicamine,&tanto cumdifcriminc, atind
pro alio medi camcnttm, rncxp:rtumpro cxpcrto,nocuumproJalubri, dcniq, mortem prs.fhttav.eam, remedif
vice,i(iormiignorantia,frequcntiflimi:offerri,qiumfciliceteggregijpteiriq;vtii,tantaUbron{mcopia,tan-
ta induftYia,fxlicitate, acfoccunditatejd his recenfendis omnes ingenij neruos intenderint, iamdudum mul-
tip licttcm hydrara ita abtegaucrint,vt vera ab adtdterinis ,fkppofiticia,atquc in totumfpurtafeccrm capta,
inucteratos ittos crrorcs, cum maximo mortalium damno extirparent, funditusdelerent ,fo»d ifiime hacl enus
parata, ad prijtinam dignitatem rettocarent. Siqnidem rcbv.s longa & objcura catigine n/erfs Jittts itic ni-
tor iarn redditus, Umgdia, ac fplendcnttfacie, integer, purusqueJcJeerexerat. id quod compertumbabcns
fcecttndifiimi ingentj Matlhtolus, quafide medica materieaffum ejfct, plurima accuratifiimc ftmul, ac e!e-
gantifiimc p,'oJecutus,ahena tabore, '& opere,gratiamftbi, &gtoriam qmndoqtte ambicns, tn comctlcnia.
atior " ' • - -*-• /r.,™ „.v
gts qttam. _ . , . . -
rerum prxtextu, bac quidem verjutia, enoneas aftruxijfe opinioncspublicd conciattatus, vtfolusJapere,atif
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dcfipcrcquumputarcntuY; in tra&artdaplantanm &medicinalido&rina , facili princeps, dijficiUimarnm
rcrum rccejfas omncs;mcntis acic pcnctraffc exi/limaretur: nccab rc,tantam apud vulgarcs mcdicds,virose/;
mediocriter eruditos,fjbi comparaucratautboritatcnijtam infigncmdicendi lcporc,atqne rmbra,captaucrat
creduiitatein,crudito firmohc; lingux volubilitate, iflorum aurcs ita demulcebat, vt pcr plateas,fora, com-
pita,vicosque omnes,quummultt£ ejfct exiflimationis.ac fidei,Jolus imitationc,admirationcq; dignus appa-
vcret, quum alij compofttorumpartcmfeorfum attigijjent, bic vcro fimplicia duntaxat: in animum induxe-
ram meum,vtraque colligcrc,antidota omnia vju communia,adprifiinum candorem rcjiituere, hcnorcm, or-
Vamcntum,atque commodumbuicartipararc, ncc vcl tantillum d ~Matthioliopinionc recedcrc: quafiquc di~
uino Jpiritu affiatus, potiufquam humanis viribus fixtus tantopcrecxpetitum opus,ad integritatem rcducc-
vc, communiincendiofubuenirc, omv.ium vfui conjulere. Quid enim quxjbprxflantius, quidmcmoratu du•
gnius,quid laudibiliiis,qudm indefeffo fludioJjuiufmodi negocia excolcre, vfdem infudare, qitibus aut bomi-
num vafrimonia,aut artis,&J'cientia inopia indicspcriclitamur,magna enim laus,ctgrata boininibus,vnum
bomincm laborare inca Jcientia,quxfit multis profutura, qux inquam,J'uum opus illorumpcriculisjublcnan
dis impartiatur.-gloriam cnim concitat magnitudo negocij ,gratiam,& [plcndorcm ,animi ingcwitas,& can-
dor: id vcro jludium,ad communedignitatem defcndendam, prcfiteri dcbercnt,qui ad rerum publicarumgu-
bernacula fedent,in quo,&fi nullibi,minufquam pro vita diligentcs,nec alicubi negligentiores,quam proju/c
gentis, propnaquefalute c[fe confueuerint, dum aut quxfiurfiores artcs exercent, aut in maiorefortuna, vo-
luptatibus,& ocio languent, atque inutiliter fibi omniaperire patiuntur, quum nullum vitium, nulla pcrni-
cies ferpat,nifianimocorporisdomitorcconniuente,autprxfc£ioruminjcitia,p.ucindulgcntia. pcrficcretur
profe£id,id quod maximc ars mcdica defidcrat, buiusque artis autboritas, qu£ apud prijcosJcmpcr cxtitit,
cadem nunc Jii.c integritati rcflituta cffe viderctur,nonex quauis berba manipulos colligerentJeplafiani, di-
uitias honori anteponentcs ,non bis vanis, caducis, tumultuarijs, lubricis animum duntaxat adhibcrcnt, in
quibus tinca,aut xrugo demoliuntur,non idiotarum modo,nonpccudummcrc,fua ignauia,fua injcitia,in dc-
teflabilesflagitiofbs,ignominioJbsq; errorcs,indics magis collabcrcntur;J'uis enimJ'uppojitici>s(implicibus,ve
tuflate exanimatis antidotis,carmficina adcpol, non medicina paratur; hi funt ficarij, hi bomicidx, & pluj-
quamparricida, bi impij,bi latrones, mijantbropi, atquc bumanigencris inimici, tcterrimi crndelifiimique
bofics,vt cxGaleno i. dcdieb.decrct.cap.i i .quumintcrJcxcentosquoquo tcvertas,vixvnus,artisabjolu-
tionem adeptus,j'ui muneris funffione fedulo fungi p<)fiit,adeoqne rcs in extremum addu£ta cfi defcrimcti; vt
quamuis colchidici iilius draconis inflar, monjlro(as\>biq; mcndas circumfbiciamus, tam altifiimisfixtc radi-
cibus, dimoueri haScnus nonpotucrc: quumfcilicetdmale conceptatamdiu opinionc dcjiifccrc nolint pbar-
macopoU,nec debitum tcmpus ad mcdicamenta exactcparanda impendere,bominum vitas, incolumitatcm,
fortunas,mcdico bocfamulitio,bocinq; vclo,acinexplcbiliauaritixftudio diripicntcs. Quare cnirn ccmpcfi-
torumidonca confiruciio ? quxintegrapcmixtio ? fimplictum viribus,v.ixtorumdotibtis diligt ntifimc ex-
pcnfisjiifi corporum communi,ac cuiusq; propria natura homogenijs atq;betcragct.i>s partil us appcfiteprius
intelle£lis,a£lione,figura,fitu,atque alijs ad medendi vfum nccejfarijs ad vngucm cxploratis ? quid dcnique
apta prtefidiorum matcries f quid ratio experientia firmata ? quid eruditifiimus, abjblutifitmus, cxcrci-
tatifiimus medicus,qui omnia di[quirat,confcquatur,diJponat, ordinet,natur& coriatum,crtfim,viriumfacul
tatem, rnembrorum a£iioncm, humoris qualitatem agnojcat ffingulari iudicio, eximiaprudentia cxaminet,
fciatqmbus,quando,quoufque,fingulaborumfintadbibenda? vtexTlat.in Tbxdro.-cx Hippccr.i.Epid.cx
Galeno in co de Tbcr.ad Ttj.cap.^.qmd inquam laude dignumpmfliturus cft: vbi continua fraus, vbi injci-
tia nsgligentix comes,perdita nequitia,prxJiigium,tmprobitas<? perfidia, impudentia, contaminct, ccrrum-
pat,inquinct, peruertat omnia, vbi in milleJordium fentinam dejcijcat, vbi facinorofo atque auarc pbarma-
copolarum generi,publicx buic pc[ii,liberum buiujinodi negocium delegauerit, atquc reliqucrit: quum d fiau
dulcntis berbarijsfibi non caueant,exotica ignorcnt, facculos nominetenusfe£lentur, & conquirant, vix la-
£iucam,be[amiie agnoJ'cant,nccplantarum iconas,dotesq; ex optimts quibujq; legant, audiant,vidcant,non
proprijs locis indagent ,qtmm vnaqueq;fiirps natalifolo exultet, vigeat,fertilis, efjicaxque probctur: Jccus
verd imbecillis,languida,acjierilis reddatur: quum telluris qualitate,Cceli conftitutione, nutrimcnto, cidtu-
ra, meliora dcterioraue no minui euaidt,acfiaccuratt ]purgata,ftccata,idonee repoftta,d JqualoreJabc,atq;
interitu vendicentur,non calore,non bumore extraneo arripifinantur. bi vcro herili ojficio &jacrx medict-
nx mdignum exifiimant,fi aromata atterant,pijicllos exerccant,tametfi clam eos nonfit,potentifiimos Impe-
ratores ,J'ummos l\eges, Ducesq;,ac Tbilojophos, talia facere non eribuiffe. Quandoquidcm.Alexandcr
ille Macedu,Mitbridates Tontiatq; Bitbynix Pxex, vt Gentius lllinorum,Lyfimachus,Iubas,Sabor,^ircbe
Uus,^ttalus,Euax,Hcrmes,Hippocrates,Tbcopbraftus, gloriofifiimamfacramquc artem diuinitustradi-
tam excoluerc, ■miplifiimisbonoribus projecuti funt. bcc ta?nen <zuo pro cuiuflibet arbitrto famuloruw cur<e
rclinqmtur: bi aut vix du in neutris verfati,ignauia quadam berorum fnorim do£lrina contenti,no?iplus ba-
bent in iijeernendis rebus intelligentix ,qudm aut afinus cytbar<e }autJus amaracino.-immedicabili pertinacta,
improba ignorantia auju temerariojibellis quibuftiam manuJcriptis,perplcxis,caliginofis, mcndaeibus,fine
do£trina ,jine deleciu ,fine cenjhra, ceuJdcroJanclis abutnntur:proJalutc inexpc£tatam mortem intcrdum
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afferentes, vitiofe confuetudini potiufquaveritati acquicfcentcs.horuproptereanomodofegniticm,fed impe
vitiarn, ac opprobrium,confianter accufare poffumus, & confufifsimumhoc Chaos,& diJcordi<e harathrum,
barbaricmplufquamfcythicam, iam tandem aperire: vt quantum intcr fe diflideant,colluffentur,ac digla-
dientur,in his omnem operamftrenue impendens,dcclararehaudfacilepotuerim,quu aliusaliam compofitic-
nem magisprxdicet,vituperetalius, authoremauthoriproponat,velpofiponat, adeo funtdiuerfa mortalium
ingenia,ut ne Iuppiter quideommbusplaceat,pr<etcreaadeograuiter defipiunt,ac torpct,eafunt ignauia,nc-
gligentia,acfegnitia,vt ancipiti fide copofita ab exteris libentius emat,qudm ipfi conficiant; tametfi non igno
rent inproximu fiaudcm ab his exerceri,ct tutiora domi potius qudmforisparata,ac oculis proprijs magisfi-
dendu qua peregrinis.-quu vix dici pofiit quatopere nobis imponant,hacpmfc rtim ignominiofa&predigiofa
turbulentifiimifeculiconditione,in qua Jane arrogantesacdelyra obftctrices,venefica,firigofieq;vetul$,pro
ditores,rccutitiq; bebrai,mcchaniciartifices, canepeius ac angue fugiendijn tagloriojk mcdicin# opera in-
trepide infiliunt:& quod iniquius cft,& multa indignationc dcplorandu,hisignauifiimis lanionibus,mgaci-
bus circulatoribusJeexponunt. 0fcclus peflilcntifiimu, o infelicia tepora,qu<e in hos nepharios corruptores,
publicos prxfiigiatores non animaducrtunt.-quuomnia fraudibus vitient,omnia in qu<efiu conuertant, nephan
difiima temeritate,polita loquacitate, inexpiabilifcclerc,intolcrabilidifcrimine,pcjfundat,fucant,dehone-

flant,objcurant,dcprauant,perturbant,&propbanant:quumq;fucosininfe£forijsojficinislegurigorecogno
fcat,pro deprauatis uefiibus futorcs in laciura redarguit,nec ulla in difciplinagrauioripcriculopecccturqua
in medicina,vbi pr&tiofifiima fubfiantia,humana vita pcriclitatur: huius tamen confortij homincs ifnpunitos
relinquit, in hos lucripetas,falutis honorisq; nullam rationem babcntes non animaducrtit. hi .n. bene admo-
nentibus dctrahunt,& pertinacitcr aducrfdntur,re£tius aliquid ftudijs ad ucientibus maledicunt,adcovt in-
ter boc pccudimgcnus,qui impudentifiimus,qui infolentifiimus,cxtcrispr.tfiarc vidctur : acfi vulgatifiimis
Barbarorum vocibus immutatis, Latinis, Gr.tcis, proprijsq; ob oculospofitis, rudiores euadant, & cbfcu-
ritate caligent. qubd fcrupulofa inquifitioncprczeunte, non alia ratiovepcregimus: ne cum incptis, turpifii-
viisq; nomcnclaturis,rcrum etiam obfcuritate pcrpctuaq; caligine offunderentur,quanquam& Trlauritano-
rum nomine, ^Arabcs cum Matthiolo ac rccentionbus quibufdam,falJ'o nos quoq; fkpius intelligamus:quum
tamen non folum lingua, & moribus, interfe differant,fed ctiamfub diuerfopropccalo fintpofiti. omnes ,n.
lArabia in ^ifta fitxfunt, inter mare rubrum, ac Terficum. Ttfauritani.-e vero in ea lAfricaparte, qux ad
Hifpanos pergit,quas quidem abluit mediterraneum mare.id qudd vtfimilia quMam,fi TSJeotericorumcaufa
perpetrauimus,non ideo de rebus malc fentiendo, qu.t multorum infinita , atque intolerandaefi licentia. hac
tamen de recertiorfa£ius, Illuflris, atque vfu rerum confultifiimusD.VaulusVagnonus, dignifiimus noflr.a
ciuitatis Gubernator,fehuicfanctiftimonegocio oculos ia admouiffe,mecu egitfrequenter,quuillius fieuifiimis
affeclibus mederer calculu addcnte omniu linguaru, ac dij'ciplinarwnpcritifiimo,acvafiifiimofacundi.ttor-
rente,Il/. Io.FrancifcoOjdJibo,Tr.-cfide mcritifiimo, cuius omnimodam cruditionem, incredibilemlegumpc-
ritiam,Jumm.-e eioquentne coniunBiam, nonfacile quis rccitabit,& tamterpaucas ex quamplurimislaudes
attinget, verius qudm explicarepoterit. hincq; inito confilio,VercellenJes officinaprimum nitoremfibi con-
ciliare videntur, iam neruos,viresq; noftras experu,nos imitari cceperunt.-hasquefiuBuofifimas elucubra-
tioncsfieffari. ISfcmpe&fi Matthiolus,do&rina,atqucingcnio,cclebcmmusfitmcdicus,omm laudum pr.-e-
conio dignifiimus, qucm vna exparte fequi debeant omnes medicin& candidati: quo nemo emaculatius, nemo
terfius bac cetatefimpliciim fieriem inuulgauerit: eius tamcn fiiuola qu.-edam argumenta ,fucatifane colores,
& l\uelltj integra pene capita , omniafcre ab eo excerpta, &furtim tranflata, nobis fefe obiecere, votis no-
flrisnon rejponderc, quod nonmodo infeliciterprobeinuenta JkpeinJiituiffe , verumpleraq;idem corrupiffe
nobis vifus fit, quanquam Jcaturicntem iam vndique ex ipfisfontibus medicinamfincredibih natitrce ingenijq;
dexteritate propagajfccredatur. Quandoquidcm Senenfi potifiimum idiomate,natiuaquadamfermocinan-
di phrafi,rudemplcbeculamad fe alltcit,atq; oppido quaargutisaccufationibus,vulgaremqnorundammedi-
corum auram expifcatuseji: quum tamen in bis iampericlitari inciperet,J'olicito, anxioque animo, in latium
illa vertcre properauit , \nobis immenfum laborem ,fimmumque incommvdum pcperit, quod in Italicas eius
enarrationes, iam triennio infiruciafifkpc mutare, moxprcelo fiubijcienda non fine bile tranfcribere coegcrit:
qucedam enim immutauit, aliqua adiunxit, potius difiimulando,qudm lapfus agnofcendo, pottusfibi ipfi con-
tradicendo, qudm difiidia ab omni ratione aliena, iam tum ommbus cognita, caftigando.quippe qudd dubia
dubitationibusadiunxit, ijfdem auxit, & locupletauit. Tantum enimfibi accipit autboritatis,vtnonmodo
in animisftudioforum,fed etiam in oculis, confpelluq;omnium,fine pcnculo,finc infamia aliorum lapjus ex-
pofuijfe, atque impuue publicajfc ,ftbi ipji perfuaferh: quafi omnes contcmnat,pertimejcat neminem, quafi
omma in terr.t latibuUs abdita rcpercrit, quafibancmedicincepartempeneaboMtatn,Jolusrefiituerit: cu-
ius quidempenediuinumingenium,cuiusmirandafolertia, ac invtroque idiomatefacundia,& fi non modo,
maxima exparte laudandafint, verum quoque miris in Ccelum encomtjs extollenda, non tamen timenda, non
itaprobadaputauerim,vtab eo nosdeterrcri ,facilius qitam decipiexiflimemus, eiushacin reauthoritatcm
tarn paruifacientes , qudm nihili,quamuisdifficilefit tanta opinionem cx animis bominum tam penitius infi-
tam j tam vetuflam, e tantis tenebris euellere: feJe tamen colliget Trlatthiolus: addifcet dcmum qudm multa
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effe oportcat in eo, qui alios ex profeJJo reprehendat: fi rnaxima ttifuit illcccbrapeccandi, impimitatis fpcs :
qunm vicifiimilli inpncfentia ,hocTalionis vice referam: iilinon modo refiribendi ,fed etiant me edocendi
anfam porrigam: quod fi Italici fiti in Diofcoridem commentarij lapfusnon mediocrcs, argumenta doclifimo
homineindigna, qux facraaqua dilui&expiari minime poffunt, in Latinoplane fatcrctur, &agnofceret:
illos euellere, delere, & eradicare, autfaltem veloaliquo obducere Brafduolimorcenixus fuiffet: beneuolo
quidem animo reconciliandus erat, minori fane pcena pleffendtts: ilhs enim immortalcsgratias agere,& ha-
bere debemus, quihancfcicntiamin amplifimo dignitatis, & laudisgradu cdnftitutam, ^icfculapio dignani
reddidere, quialioquiprirn.t notx medicis, non mediocre negociumfacientia d.eclararunt: nouaqueinfingu-
los diesafiruentes, horrida, & vclut architc&onm hiitia,falutari admodum profcflione, maiorique fludio,
ad fydcra vjque cxtulerunt: quum enim vnius hominis vita, ad omnium inuentionem fufhccrc nequcat, qux.
imbecilla,&paruo quodam dprincipio ortum traxerc, indies vircsJumentia, per incrementa adJummum eri
guntur: & ex multis totJeculorum hominibus, vmm illorum cffciunt cruditifUmim: non c>iim pelles nift
Tamphilus M.icedo, non.Agoracritus, nifiThidias, non alijplures, nifi priorumartificum veftigia enixim
Jectati effent. nimirum igitttrfi Brafauolus, Fuchftus,alifque multi,varijs codicibus, (implicium & compcfi-
torum metam attingere conati /int,&impofiurc anfam abriperequum tamcmrdta prxtermiferint,nunc per-
turbatis rationibus, nunc confilijs diffolutis,&perditis,dumJeditionum vias i?itcrcludercvidentur,in aviba-
ges deniqucteminare, labyrinthumpbarmacopais parereapertiflime confpiciantur: praterea deprauaiis
ponderibus & menfuris, non fme errore quot quotfunt, non parurn deficere & rem medicam obfcurioribus te
nebris, ac denfiorc ignorantix, caligine obtenebrare:Jkpc enim contcntiojisdeclamationibus, Oratorem ma-
gis qudm Medicum agcntcs,aniles fabulas dccantant: herbas quibus ipfi met quotidic rcfctmtur ignorantes,
peregrina atquehisorbis traclibusprorfusignota, tanquamdomeftica,ac vulgatifsimderigunt; quumtamcn
impoftorummangonia, nonmodo Scplafiarios, verum quoquegrauifsimornm quorumq; oculosfdllant,nifia-
dultcriumguflu,& legitimarum collatione, acJcrutinio deprehcndatur. Ouofit vt rurfus fua hmitiaria ve-
riuserrorumjcatcbras, latrind digtias, qux nccnomina, nccmedicamentorv.m compofiticnes, nijirnancas,&
mutilas pr.tJefcrunt, in quibus non tot literx,, quot litura effe deberent, adhucprofequantnr, quum tamcn d
publicis ofncinis profcribcnda, arcendaq; omnino fmt, at nejcio d qutbus mcdicis, rcm medicarnpenitusigno-
rantibus ,probari valcant, tot labeculis, tam fordida illuuie, tamquc incomprehenftbili, atque incxplicabili
crrorum caterua obrnuntur ,&■ confpurcantur.-vt omni luce orbata,dcformia <& veluti lugubri quadam vefte
induta, viduarum modo degant .-(ilcntio inquam fatinsinuolucnda, quamadeo trite, &fatneconj'e£landa:
nc quid de eorum autboribns infar.nflimis,& omni rerum vfu vacuisrxttmgam:fatiitsquc dumfkis octtlis te-
nebras muicem offundunt: cx illorum ineptijs cmcrgcre, qiidm erroris dfperghicJcJe mutuum commacularc :
propterea dum rnihi parumpcr mentcs vejiras commouijfevideor,ad reipublicx cpemferendam,ad fuccurren
dunifaluti, fortunisquc communibus, quxcunq; in histribnscomincbantur, (tanquam purius auntm ex im-
puris cloacis crucntcs) vclut e rncdijsJentibusfioJctdosJcligcntcs, notatu digna dcprompfimus,omncs compo
Jitiones longe emendatiores, maiore nunc cura,& fidcj ne quid dceffc vidcrctur, aquilibrio cxpcndimus: qua
vju cxcideruntjuon ob idimprobantcs,autvitioja exifiim.tntcs,vt nec Hippocrati Juum pcphum,aliaq; anti
quioribus m.tgno in prctio babita, qux qutdcm hoc Jeculo attingunt rari: ca enim efi rerum vicifiitndo,vt mul
ta renajcantur, qux iam cecidere, cadantque vfurpata modo: quA vcro typographorum incuria fucrant ex-
cudendo corrupta,fideliter repofuimits, fi qux importuneJiniul,<& in vnum coaluerant,difiunximus, malc na
tam prolcmdamnauimus, mutauirnus, emendauimus, quxque inepte,fuperftitiofeuealiquo Loco accrcuerant,
abftulimuscompofita per hd. dcftexa,exprimx,autfecundx Latinorum declinationis tsrminatione, vt pcr fe-
cundam,ac tertiam Grxcorum, prafficamfxccmnon imitati, non Diacatholiconis,&fmilium,fed Diacatho
lici,diacatbolico,vtigrxco latini Diaprumm,ni,no, hd. -rglav cra.vjihav, <T/« t plavimnfiw, vt li* exigit.ex
prefiimus, purgauimus,inflaurauimus, omniumq; huiufmodi rationem habcntes, dprxteritorum tcporum Jbr
dibus,&affettata recentiorum quorundamnouitate dijccfihnus ,rcmis,velisque, huic cmnem induftriam in-
tendciites,tam Ionge,latcjuc vt respoftulabat cuagantcs, non tamen omnia expcnentcs,ne in Liuiamm deca
dem, jiue Myriadem fuccrcfccrcmus,vt omnibusJatisfaclum iret, tam t Grxcis, qudm Barbaris, e Mejite prx
fertim,cuius confiruclioncs officinisfamiliares: tam c Latinis p romptuartjs, qudm e medicamentario vcterum
ac recentiorwn penu,qux inquam celcberrima,vtiliora,& ad multiplices vfns accommodatiora,quorum ma-
gnus vbiqiteiam crumpit vfus, tumft qux nobis mcthodo, & cxpcrimcnto quotidiano, comparauimus ,ftn-
gula exhaitrientes,vt decoqui,aut teri, vcl quofane paffo informas digeri debent, quibus rcmcdia pollicean
tur, quibus vitijs opitnlentur, ad qux impartiantur, propojuimus, vt nihilprxtcrea cuiujquam neq; ingcnio
neque induflria, ncque vllo do&rinxgcncre addi pofiit, adco cumulatum, auffum, integrum,atque locuple-
tifiimum, ad vmbilicum tandem pcrduximus, tot amicorum objccrationibus, totprxcibus efflagitatum, pofl-
qmm Hlum pafiim diuulgatum, prxtcr noftram fententiam cuagari confpeximus, poftquam huius xtatis
medicorumfacildprinceps, clarifiimus Vrotophificus nojier Antonius Thejdurus Foffanenfis, conflitutioni-
bus illuftraitit,& apudpharmacopxos haberi iufiit. vt hocfolo contenti, iflhoc labore noflro adiuti, ab cmni
barbarie,omniq; errore tuti,tam medici,qudm rhopolx,omnesformulas,fenprxfcriptiones medicas,quas re-
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ceptas vocant, ne vcl Leui crimineexpedire valeant: & ab indiligentia quo fummepr.muntur veterno exci-
tcntur,qmm olim tam craffa ignauia, tam immcdicabili cacitate, tanto mortaliuih detrimento, qu.t butnana
eji imbccillitas, prho dolor,Barbaris bis medicis, rudibusque. finc litcris, &■ cognitione,pbarmacopolis con-
tcta,antebac venen.i,aut certe ignota pbarmaca,pro remedijs depromeret.binc Jkpcnumero non Jolu no iuua
bantur £gri,J'ed quod peius efi,& Ixdebantur ,plu/que periculi d medicinis,qudm d morbo immincbat,medico
dedecus,xgris irrcparabilis iactura.-nunc cun£iantius,& no fine religione mijeris mortalibus mederi pojjimt.
Quapropter nullis adduclus inimicitijs, nulla lacejsitus iniuria, nonJpe bonoris, atque amplifiima dignitatis,
nulla iaclantia, nutlo odio, temeritatis notam binc maxime aufugiam, qucd nunquam Brajduclum aut 7Hat-
tbiolum allocutusfm: quibus vt ncc arnicis, aut pr.tceptonbusignojccndim, pro communiJalutc, vcritatis
Jiudio, dccore, ac maiejtate: qua caufa .Ariji. Vlatonem, Hilarium Hieronymus, Hicronymum ^tugufiinus
reprehendit,quorum conccrtationibus bonx artcs iUuflrantur.-probatiJsitnis enim vtputo rationibus,viucntcs
accuj'amus,& cobonejlato Mattbioli nomine, injujurrantem quendam ^imathum Lufnamm rctundimus, ac
multas ijiius variasq; iniurias,qudm apertij.iime vobis, plamjsimeq; explicamus.-quum aut paulopojt eojdem
nixus nobis furripuijfe Mattbiolum cognouiffemus,dumacerrimos hojcc impetus cuertere cogor; cadem modo
comprobari, modo repudiarifacile intelligo, vt iam'bis, tcrue h<ac obliterarc, illa addere, ijs rcjpondcre, hxc
diligenter cauere, opcrxpretiumfuerit, quin nondum meo modo excotia, atque elimata, pene violenter, &
prxter opinionem ab incudeJubtraxere. attamen quicquid erit, quantulurncunquc crit: &fi harum rcrum
periadoja, fimnl ac lubrica tracfatiofit: in qua nonniji decipi aliquando pofjumus: nc pigeat nojiras covtra
viros tam celebres rationes audire, quum mero cbaritatis \elo h.ec adolejces mediusfidius conJ'cripJ'erim:quod
Ji quippiam in eo repcnetur,quod aures vefiras offendat,qudd elati ingenij, illufiris, ingcntisque Jpiritus non
ftt: quod arte eldboratum, mhifiria expolitum, mente excultum, acrique diligentia climatum non vidcatur,
non erittamen me irridcndi facile vitiligatoribus locus :Ji quo animo a&a Jknt,obutjs vlnis ex cipiantur,pi'o-
uectiori enim xtatc, quaft abortiua,prrma bacjcetura maturejcent,atq; cx rudiori initio,in aurasprorumpe-
mus ,Jenfm ad xditiora, velfi adbucJuperJtes Matthiolus, cuius rcfponja qudm primum expecto, vel iujturn
vel probabile quicquam in nos obtorquebit,palinodiam ucl rccantabimus,aut firmijsimis muniti prxfidijs,em-
nique ratione obmllati,res nofiras,nec non veritatem illxjdm,atq; incorruptamJbnper tutabimur. Vaicte.
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