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ELATERII PEPONES. L.E.D.

(Momordica Elaterium.)

Wild, or Squirting Cucumber.
This plant appears fiom the testimony of Dioscorides and othee wri¬

ters, to have been employed by the ancient physicians with much confi¬
dence and success All the parts of the plants were considered as pur¬
gative, although not in an equal degree ; thus Geoffrey, " radicum vis
cathartica major est quamfo/iorum, minor vero quun jructuum " This
question has very lately been set at rest by thej'idicious experiments of
Dr.Clutterbuck,* which prove that the active principle of this plant resides
more particularly in the juice which is lodged in the centre of the fruit,
and which spontane"U.-ly -jubsides from it ; when this substance i« freed
from extraneous matter, it po-sesses very energetic powers, and appears
to me to be entitled to consideration as a distinct proximate principle,
which I shall venture to call Elaiin. See Extrac-um Elaterii.

ELEMI. L.D. (Amyris Elemifera. Resina.) Elerni.

This substance is what is generally termed a gum-resin ; that is, a com¬
pound consisting of gum, resin, and volatile oil : late researches however
seem to shew that these bodies are compounds of a peculiar character,
consisting of a volatile substance, something between essential oil and re¬
sin, and a constituent which possesses the properties oi extractive rather
than those of gum.

True Elemi has a fragrant aromatic odour, not unlike that of fennel-
seeds, but more potent. Sp gr. 1-0182. VVhen powdered it mixes with
any unguent; it also combines with balsams and oils, and by the aid of
heat, with turpentine. Uses. It is only employed for forming the mild
digestive ointment which bears its name, viz. Unguent: Elemi comp •' L.D

EMPLASTRA, L.E.D. Plasters.

The principles upon which this form of prepara;ion is to be construct¬
ed are fully detailed in the first part of this work, p. 213.

Emplastrum Ammowiaci. L. Ammoniacum reduced to a suitable con¬
sistence by distilled vinegar. It adheres to the skin without irritating it,
and without being attended with ^ny unpleasant smell.f There is a pe¬
culiar disease of the knee, to which servant maids, who scour floors upon
their knees, are liable, and for which this pi ister is a specific I have
also found it particularly eligible incases of delicate women with irritable
skins.

Emplastrum Ammoniaci cum Hydrargyro. L.D. The mercury in this
plaster is in the state >f oxidation ad minimum. It is dUcutieut and re¬
solvent, and is applicable to indurated glands, and \enereal nodes, and
for removing indurations of the periosteum, remaining after a course of
mercury ; the addi.ion of the ammoniacum increases the stimulating and
discutient powers of the mercury, which gives this plaster a superiority
over the Emplastrum Hydrargyri. It is also powerfully adhesive.

Emplastrum Assafostid.e. fc. Emplast. Plumbiand Assafoetida, of each

* See London Medical Repository, Vol. xii. No. 67.
t A person of the name of Stekry, in the Borough, prepares a plaster of this de¬

scription, which is sought after with great avidity. \v hat a blessing it would be upon
the community, if every nostrum were equally innocuous .'
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two parts, galbanum and yellow wax, of each one part. I have seen it
useful in flatulent cholic, when applied over the umbilical region.

Emplastrum Cantharidis. L. Emplast : Cantkaridis vesicatorice. E.D.
A variety of substances has in different times been employed for produc¬
ing vesication, but no one has been found to answer with so much certain¬
ty and mildness as tbe Lyti e All the others are apt to leave ill condi¬
tioned ulcers ; true it is, that the emplastrum lytiae will occasionally fail,
but this is generally attributable ro some inattention, or want of caution on
the part of the person who prepares it; in spreading it. the spatula should
never be heated beyond the degree of boiiim.- water ; the plaster also should
be sufficiently -ecured on the part bj slips of adhesive plaster, but it ought
not to be bound 011 too tight; where the cuticle is thick, the application
of a poultice for an hour, previous to that of the blister, will be useful, or
the part may be washed with vinegar. In consequence of the absorption
of the active principle of the Lytlce, blisters are r-pt to occasion strangury
and bloody urine ; it has been a problem therefore of some importance
to discover a plan by which such an absorption may be obviated ; for this
purpose, camphor has been recommended to be mixed with the blister¬
ing composition, and a piece of thin gauze has been interposed between
the plaster and the skin ; but it has been lately found, that ebullition in
water deprives the Cantharides of all power of thus acting on the kidneys,
without in the least diminishing their vesicatory properties : the ordinary
time required for the full action of a blister is ten or twelve hours, but if
it be applied to the head, double that period will be necessary. Child¬
ren, owing to delicacy of skin, are more speedily blistered, the epispastic
may therefore be removed earlier. In some cases the blistered parts,
instead of healir.g kindly, become a spreading sore ; whenever this oc¬
curs, poultices are the best applications ; it may arise from a peculiar
irritability of the constitution, although I appiehend that it not unfrequeot-
ly depends upon the sophistication of the plaster with euphorbuim. In
cases where it is desirable to keep up the local irritation, it is still a ques¬
tion with some practitioners whether it be more advisable to encourage, a
discharge from the vesicated part by some appropriate stimulant, or to
renew the vesication at short intervals by repeated blisters ; the latter
mode is perhaps to be preferred, as being more effectual, and certainly
less troublesome to the patient ; it has moreover been stated,* that by a
repeated application of this nature, the influence excited appears to ex¬
tend much deeper, so as to derive a greater quantity of blood from the
immediate neighbourhood of the vessels, or from the vessels themselves
which are in a state of disease, than the influence excited by an applica¬
tion less stimulating upon the surface of a part already abraded. The
character of the discharge would likewise appear essentially different ;
it being in the latter case a purulent secretion from the superficial exba-
lants of the surface only ; in the former, a copious effusion of serum, mix¬
ed with a large portion of lymph, produced from a deeper order of ves¬
sels.

Emplastum Cerje. L. Emplast • Simplex •' E. This is the Emplast
Cera of P.L 1787, the Emplast •• Atlrahens of 1745, so called because it
was formerly employed to keep up a discharge from a blistered surface,
and the Emplastrum de melilolo simplex of 1720.

* Pharmacopoeia Ciu'rurgica, p. 89
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Emplastrum Cumini. L. A valuable combination of warm and stimu¬
lant ingredients.

Emplastrum Galbani Compositum. L.D. Emplast .- Gummos. E.
More powerful than the preceding plaster In indolent glandular en¬
largements of a strumous character, in fixed and long continued pains in
the neighbourhood of the joints, or in anomalous or arthritic pains of the
ligaments, this plaster is said to be frequently beneficial.

Emplastmjm Hi dkakgvri L E. The mercury in this plaster is in the
state of oxidition ad minimum ; each drachm containing about fifteen grains
of mercury (sixteen grains. Edmb ) It is alterative, discutient, and
sometimes sialogogue ; but it is inferi -,t to the Emplast: Ammoniac .■ cum
Hydrargyro.

Emplastrum Opu. L.E. This pi ister is supposed to be anodyne, bu
it is very doubtful ivhether the opium can, in such a state, produce any
sptcific effect. S'-e Form : 5.

Emplastrum Picis Compositum. L. Einplast: Picis Burgundies, P.L.
1787. It is stimulant and rubefacient, and is often employed as an ap¬
plication to the chest, in pulmonary complaints ; the serous exudation
however which it produces, frequently occasions so much irritation that
we are compelled to remove it.

Emplasthum Pi.umbi. L. Emp'ast: Oxydi Plumbi semi-vitrei. E. Em¬
plast : Ly hargyri. P. L. 1787. Emplast •• commune, 1745. Diachylon*
Simplex, P.L. 1720.' This is a very important plaster, since it farms the
basis of a great many others ; under the name of Diachylon it has long
been known, and employed as a common application to excoriations, and
for retaining the edges of fresh cut wounds in a state of apposition, and
at the same time for defending them from the action of the air ; when
long kept it changes its colour, and lo-es its adhesive properties, and by
high temperature the oxyd of lead i« revived |

Emplastrum Resin2E. L. Olim, Emplast: commune adhmsivum, P.L.
1746. Emplast: Resinosum. E. Emplast: Lithargyri cum Resina. D.
It is defensive, adhesive and stimulant \

Emplastrum Saponis. L.D. Emplastrum Saponaccum. E The Soap
Plaster is said to be a mild di-cutient application.

* Diachylon, a <fi* et^u\ocsuccus,i. e. a plaster prepared from expressed juices
It has been asserted that all the pharmaceutical names beginning with Dia, are ol Ara¬
bian origin ; this however is not the fact; we frequently meet with the expression in
Galen, u tfi* £ik]&uvk h <fiat JWv etpts-oxo%uh »i$i> &e. &c.

+ At Apothecaries' Hall, this plaster, as well as others, is made in a steam appara¬
tus, which is so well regulated, that a uniform temperature ot 240 Fall: is iiuured
during the whole process.

% Baynton's Auhesivk Plaster. (Strapping.) Differs only from this prepara¬
tion in containing less resi.i, six drachms only being added to one pound of litharge
piaster. This excellent plaster is sold ready spread on calico.

Court Plaster. Sticking Plaster. Black Silk is strained and brushed over ten
or twelve times, with the following preparation. Dissolve gss of Benzoin in fg vi
of rectified spirit ; in a separate vessel, dissolve gj °f Isinglass in oss of water; strain
each solution, mix them, and let the mixture rest so that the grosser parts may sub¬
side ; when the clear liquor is cold, it will form a jelly, which must be warmed before
it is applied to the silk. When the Plaster is quite dry, in order to prevent its crack¬
ing, it is finished off with a solution of Terebinth : Chia, giv, in Tinct : Benzoes
'Svj.

Corn Plaster. The green coloured plaster sold under this_title is usually com¬
posed of three parts of wax, 4 of Burgundy pitch, and 2 of common turpentine : to
which is added one part of verdigris.

47
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EUPATORIUM PERFOLUTUM,
B oneset.

Herb a etjlores.
[The boneset is a plant indigenous to the United States, and is to be

found in the neighbourhood of marshes and low situations. It is intense¬
ly bitter and somewhat astringent. According to the analysis of Dr. Andrew
Anderson of New-York, it yield? 1 A free acid; 2. Tannin; 3. Ex¬
tractive matter ; 4. A gummy matter 5. A resin ; 6. Azote ; 7. Lime,
probably the acetate of lime ; 8 Gallic acid, propnbly modified ; 9. A
resiniform matter, soluble in water and in alcohol, and which seems to con¬
tain a bitter principle. It also appears from this analysis that the free
acid may be obtained from all parts of the plant—that tannin is obtained
in much the largest quantity from the leaves, and least from the roots—
that the extractive and gummy matter reside chiefly in the roots—that
the leaves and flowers also contain a larger proportion of resin than the
roots—and that azote exists in the flowers, leaves, and roots. The prin¬
cipal properties of the boneset are those of a tonic and diaphoretic.
The diseases in which it has been prescribed with success are intermit¬
ting and remitting fevers, typhoid peripneumony and catarrh. It may be
given in powder, infusion, or tinclure. When given as a tonic, the tinc¬
ture is the preferable form. The dose of the powder is from 20 to 30
grains. When used as a sudorific, it is to be taken in infusion, and in
large quantities.]

EUPHORBIA IPECACUANHA.

American Ipecacuanha. Radix.
[This plant is peculiar to the United States. The root is perennial,

and of a sweetish taste. By analysis it yields caoutchouc, resin, mucus
and fecula. In its medicinal properties it resembles,.and perhaps equals,
the common ipecacuanha. As an emetic the dose is from \ 5 to 25 grains, j

EUPHORBIA GUMMI-RESINA. L.

(Euphorbia Oflicinarum.) Euphorbium.
Qualities. This substance is imported from Barbary, in drops oi

irregular tears ; its fracture is vitreous ; it is inodorous, but yields a ve¬
ry acrid burning impression to the tongue. Chemical Composition.
It is what is termed a gum resin, but its acrid constituent is exclusively in
that portion which is soluble in alcohol, and which might be named Eu-
phorbin ; it appears to form as much as 37 per cent to which are added
of wax 19, malate of lime 20-5, malate of potass 2, and water 5. Solu¬
bility. Water by trituration is rendered milky, but dissolves only one-
seventh part; and alcohol one-fourth of it. Uses. Internally admin¬
istered, it proves very violently drastic, but it is never employed except
as an errhine, cautiously diluted with starch, or some inert powder. The
Indian practitioners administer it a9 a purge in obstinate visceral obstruc¬
tions ; and in those cases of costiveness which so often attend an enlarge¬
ment and induration of the spleen and liver. Farriers use it for blister¬
ing horses, and there is good reason to believe that it is sometimes frau¬
dulently introduced to quicken the powers of our Emplastrum Cantharidis.
It enters as an ingredient into a plaster, which has been much celebrat-
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ed by Cheselden and others, as a stimulating application, to relieve dis¬
eases of the hip-joint, ind to keep up inflammation of the skin in chro¬
nic states of visceral inflammation ; the following is its composition. H.
Emplast-' Picis romp: 3iv.— Euphorbia gum resince 3ss—Terefcintli .-
Vulgar, q s. Caution, in pulverizing this substance, the dispenser
should previously moisten it with vinegar to prevent its rising and exco¬
riating his face.

EXThACT.A. L.E.D. Extracts.

These preparations are obtained by evaporating the watery or spiri¬
tuous solutions of vegetables, and the native juices obtained from fresh
plants by expression, to masses of a tenacious consistence. The London
college does not arrange the extracts under the titles of watery and resi¬
nous, which is the arrangement of the Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia, nor un¬
der those of simple and resinous, which is in the division observed in that
of Dublin, but rejecting all specific distinctions, includes, under the generic
appellation of extract, both the species, as well as all the inspissated
juices. Since however the former of these arrangements will afford
greater facilities for introducing the observations which it is my intention
to offer, it is retained in this work.

The chemical nature of extracts must obviously be very complicated
and variable, depending in a great degree upon the powers of the men¬
struum employed for their preparation ; although Fourcroy and Vauque-
lin considered that one. peculiar principle was the basis of them all, which
they called Extract, Extractive, or the Extractive Principle. It is distin¬
guished by the following characters, viz.

It has a strong taste, varying in different plants ; it is soluble in water,
and in alcohol when it contains water, but is quite insoluble in absolute al¬
cohol and aether ; its aqueous solution soon runs into a state of putrefac¬
tion ; by repeated solutions and evaporations, or by long ebullition, it ac¬
quires a deeper colour, and in consequence of its combination with oxy¬
gen it becomes insoluble and inert, a fact which is of extreme importance
as it regards its pharmaceutical relations ; it unites with alumine, and if
boiled with its salts, precipitates it, hence wool, cotton, or thread, im¬
pregnated with alum, may be dyed of a fawn-colour by extractive ; its
habitudes with alkalies are very striking, combining most readily and
forming with them compounds of a brownish yellow colour, which are
very soluble in water ; if to a colourless and extremely dilute solution of
extractive, an alkali be added, a brown or yellowish tint is immediately
produced, so that under certain circumstances I have found an alkali to
be a serviceable test in detecting the presence of extractive matter. The
usual brown hue of the liquor ammonia acetatis, is owing to the action of
the ammonia upon traces of vegetable extractive contained in the distilled
vinegar.

Much confusion has arisen from the word extract having been employ¬
ed in this double meaning,— chemically to express a peculiar vegetable
proximate principle, and pharmaceiitically to denote any substance how¬
ever complicated in its nature, which has been obtained by the evapora¬
tion of a vegetable solution or a native vegetable juice. It is in the lat¬
ter sense that it is to be understood in the present article.

The different proximate principles of vegetable matter undergo various
and indefinite changes with such rapidity, when acted upon by heat, that



.364 EXT

the process of extraction must necessarily more or less impair the medi¬
cinal efficacy of a plant, and not unfrequeutly destroy it altogether, and
hence,says Dr. Murray, " with the exception of some of the pure bitters,
as gentian, or some of the saccharine vegetables, as liquorice, there is no
medicine perhaps but what may be given with more advantage under some
other form ;" this however is not exactly true, for whetv care is taken
in the preparation, we are thus enabled to concentrate many verv power¬
ful qualities in a small space, and the process lately adopted of evaporat¬
ing the solutions by the aid of steam, contributes very materially to ob¬
viate the failures which so frequently occurred from a too exalted tem¬
perature. There is, for instance great reason to suppose that the black
colourwhich so often characterises the extracts of commerce, is frequent¬
ly owing to the decomposition and carbonization of the vegetable matter ;
the colour therefore of an extract becomes in some degree a test of its
goodness. 1 have lately examined the extracts of commerce with some
attention, and I find the presence of iron by no means an uncommon cir¬
cumstance ; when thus contaminated they afford a very dirty coloured
solution, which rapidly becomes darker on exposure to air. The extracts
mentioned in the preface as made by Mr. Barry, by evaporating in vacuo,
deserve the attention of the profession ; the principle is without doubt
well calculated to secure the active matter of the plant from those changes
to which it is constantly liable during the ordinary operation of inspis-
sation. The extracts, thus prepared, are cei thinly more powerful in
their effects, and some few of them appear also to possess properties
which are not to be distinguished in the Extracts of Commerce ; those of
narcotic plants, as Hemlock, Hyoscyamus, $-c. are decidedly more effica¬
cious ; where the practitioner di/ects their use, he should, to prevent
any mistake, add the words in vacuo pi up. as in Formula 4 ; for on ac¬
count of the difference in the strength of these preparations, and pi h >se
prepared by the ordinary method, they cannot be indiscriminately em¬
ployed. Dr. John Davy, at my request, has made trial of these extracts
in the Military Hospital at Fort Pitt, and as his results coincide with those
obtained in my own practice. 1 shall relate, under the history of each Ex¬
tract, the comparative conclusions which have been obtained.

I. Watery or Simple Extracts.

Mucilaginous Extracts of Rouelle.
These extracts must, of course, contain all the principles of a plant

which are soluble in water, such as gum, extractive matter, tannin, cin-
chonin, sugar, fecula. fee. together with any soluble salts which the ve¬
getable may contain. . I have also found by experiment that an aqueous
extract may even contain, in small proportions, certain elements which,
although quite insoluble in water are nevertheless partially soluble in
vegetable infusion. This law of vegetable chemistry h,is never been ex¬
pressed, although we have repeated instances of its truth, and a know¬
ledge of it may explain some hitherto unintelligible anomalies. It has
been stated that extractive matter is perfectly insoluble in aether, but
Mr. A. Thomson found repeatedly, that if a small portion of resin was
present, aether would in that case take up extractive in combination with
the resin which it so readily dissolves. As decoction or infusion is a pro¬
cess preliminary to that of extraction, the practitioner must refer to. those
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articles for an enumeration of the different sources of error which are at¬
tached to them.

Extractum Aloes Purificatum. L The resinous element of the
aloes is got rid of in this preparation ; on which account it is supposed,
in an equal dnse, to be more purgative and less irritating. Dose, gr. x to
xv. Form : 12, 13, ->6.

Extractum Anthemidis. L.E. Extract. Florum Chamasmeli. D. This
extract furnishes an example of the change effected on some plants by
the process of extraction ; in this case the volatile oil is dissipated, and
a simple bitter remains, possessing scarcely any of the characteristic
properties of chamomile. This remark, however, does not apply to
this extract, when prepared in vacuo. 1 have lately received from Mr.
Pope of Oxford Street, a specimen which retains, in the most eminent
degree, all the odour and taste of the recent flower. Dos<>, gr x— 9j.

Extractum Cinchohx. L.D. The properties of the bark in this pre¬
paration are much invalidated, owing to the oxidizement of its extractive
matter, which takes place to such an extent, that not more than one half
of the preparation is soluble in water ; it is not however altogether de¬
void of utility, and will often sit lightly on the stomach, when the powder
is rejected. Its taste is very bitter,' but less austere than the powder.
The most beautiful extract of bark, which I have ever seen, was prepar¬
ed by Mr. Barry of Plough Court; its colour was that of a deep brilliant
ruby, and its flavour preserved all the characteristic peculiarity of the
recent substance.* Dose, grs. x to 3ss. Fourteen ounces of the bark
will yield about three ounces and a half of the extract. It should be
kept soft, so as to be fit for forming pills, and hard, so that it may be re¬
duced to powder.

Exi'ractum Colocynthidis. L. This extract is much milder, al¬
though less powerful, than the pulp; Dose, grs. v to 3ss, It soon becomes
hard and mouldy.t

Extractum Gentians. L. E. D. The bitter principle suffers no de¬
terioration in the process : it is used principally as a vehicle for metallic
preparations. Form. 36, 53, 103. Dose, gr x to Bj.

Extractum Glycyrrhiz*:. L.D. It is usually imported from Spain ;
in the coarser kinds, the pulps of various plums and of prunes are
added ; it should dissolve in water without leaving any feculeace.f

Extractum Hjematoxyli. L.E.D. The astringent properties of the

* Mystery is rarely practised but as the cloak of imposture; it is therefore unneces¬
sary to add that Mr. Barry made no difficulty in stating the following to be the formu¬
la by which it was prepared.

A tincture of Bark, made with rectified spirit, was distilled until the whole of the
spirit was driven off, the remaining solution was then left to cool, after which the resin
that floated on the surface was removed, and the residuum inspissated at a low tempe¬
rature.

t Barclay's Antibilious Pills. Take of the Extract of Colocynth 3ij, Resin
of Jalap (extract Jalap) 3j, Almond Soap 3jss, Guaiacum 3iij, Tartarized Antimony,
grs viij, essential oils of Juniper, Carraway, aud Rosemary, of each gtt. iv, of Syrup
of Buckthorn, as much as will be sufficientto form a mass, which is to be divided in¬
to sixty-four oills.

% Refined LiauoRicE. This article, which is sold in the form of cylinders, is
made by gently evaporating a solution of the pure extract of liquorice with half its
weight of gum arabic, rolling the mass, and cutting it into lengths, and then polishing,
by rolling them together in a box: many impurities however'are frequently intro¬
duced into this article, such even as glue, &c.
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logwood are preserved in the extract, but it becomes so extremely hard,
that pills made of it very commonly pass through the body without un¬
dergoing the least change. Dose, grs. x to 3ss dissolved in cinnamon wa¬
ter : it sometimes imparts a bloody hue to the urine of those who have
taken it.

Extractum Hi/muli L. The bitter taste of the hop characterises this
preparation ; whether it possesses or not, any anodyne properties, seems
very doubtful. Dose, grs. v to 9j.

Extkactum Opii. L.D. As it contains less resinous matterthan crude
opium, it is supposed to produce its effects with le~s subsequent derange¬
ment. See Opium. Dose. gr. j to v, for an adult.

Extrautum Papaveris. L.D. It is a weak opium. Dose. grs. ij to
Bj.

Extractum Sarsaparills. Notwithstanding the reputation which
this preparation has acquired, it is very doubtful whether it possesses any
medicinal powers. Dose, gr. x to 3j in pills, or dissolved in the decoc¬
tion.

Extractum Stramonii. This extract was first recommended by Stoerck,
as a powerful remedy in maniacal affections ; its probable value in such
disease* appears to have been suggested by a very curious process of
reasoning, viz. that as it deranged the intellect of the sane, it might pos¬
sibly correct that of the insane. Experience has certainly not confirmed
the very sanguine report of Stoerck with regard to its powers, but it has
satisfactorily shewn its occasional value in violent paroxysms, in quieting
the mind, and procuring rest. I am informed by my friend Dr. Davy,
that, for such an object, it has been very frequently and successively
given, in the Lunatic Military Hospital at Fort Clarence. He farther
states that he has himself made m-iny trials with the extract of Stramo¬
nium, prepared by Mr. Barry (in vacuo■ as well as with the common ex¬
tract ; and that he finds the former to be uniformly more powerful. " In
most diseases," says he, " this medicine would seem uncertain in its ope¬
ration, sometimes occasioning an anodyi.e effect, and. at other times, pro¬
ducing irritation, and preventing sleep; I have however, seen very be¬
neficial effects from it in asthma, and in coughs that have a nightly exa¬
cerbation, in doses of from gr.j to gr. 2, daily."

Extractum Taraxaci. L.D. The medicinal powers of Dandelion
are asserted to exist unimpaired in this preparation, but it becomes inert
by keeping. See Taraxacum. Dose, grs x to 3j, in combination with
sulphate of potass.

2. Spirituous or Resinous Extracts.

These may contain, with the exception of gum, all the ingredients
contained in watery extracts, besides resin : their composition however
will greatly depend upon the strength of the spirit employed as the
solvent; but of this I shall speak more fully under the article. Tincture.

Extractum Cinchon^e Remnusum. L.E.D. The operation of spirit
in this preparation is two fold ; it extracts from the bark the element
which is insoluble in water, and it diminishes the tendency in the extrac¬
tive matter to absorb oxygen during the process. Dose, grs. x to xxx
It is said that a spurious extract of bark is to be met with in the market,
consisting of the extract of the horse-chesnut tree bark, and yellow re
sin.
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Extractum Colocynthidis Compositum. L-D. Extract. Caiharticum
P.L. 1775. filulce Rudh. P.L. 1720. This preparation has been estab¬
lished through successive pharmacopoeias, and has undergone some modi¬
fication in each ; in the present edition the soap has been restored, and
its solubility is thereby increased, as well as its mildness as a cathartic.
The omission of this ingredient was formerly suggested by the considera¬
tion of its being incouifatible with Calomel; this however is not the case.
It presents a combination of purgative substances which is highly judi¬
cious, and will be found to be more powerful than an equivalent dose of
any one of the ingredients. Dose,gT. v to 3ss, Form. 71,81,88.

Extractum Jalap;e. L E.D It is purgative, but is liable to gripe,
unless it be triturated with sugar and almonds, or mucilage, so as to form
an emulsion. Dose.grs. x to 9j.

Extractum Khei. L. 1 he powers of the Rhubarb are considerably
impaired in this extract. Dose, grs x to 3ss. Form. 78.

3. Inspissated Juices.
These preparations are obtained by expressing the juices from fresh

plants, and evaporating them in a water bath ; they are generally of a
lighter colour than common extracts, and they are certainly mucli more
active, although there is a great difference in the activity of different sam¬
ples ; and perhaps the medicinal powers of the juices themselves are
very much, under the controul of soil and season. That they vary in
quantity from such causes we have ample proof; thus in moist seasons,
Beaume obtained five pounds of inspissated juice from thirty pounds of
elder berries, whereas, in dry seasons, he could rarely get more than two.
From hemlock he procured in October, 1796, 7 5 per cent of inspissated
juice, and in May of the same year only 3-7 ; on the contrary, in August,
1768, 4 per cent., and in May, 1776, as much as 6 5 ; but in general,
the product in the autumnal months was the most considerable.

The modes of preparing the inspissated juices of the same plant vary
in the different pharmacopoeias, and in several points that are very essen¬
tial : some direct the expressed juices to be immediately inspissated,
others allow them to undergo a slight degree of fermentation, and some
defecate them, before they proceed to their inspissation.

Extractum (Succus Spissatus. E.) Aconiti. L.E. The medicinal pro¬
perties of this preparation are analogous to those of the recent Wolfsbane,
viz. narcotic, and iu some cases diuretic, ^see Form. 128.) It is how¬
ever rarely used. Dose, at first, should not exceed gr. J, but it may be
gradually increased. I have not yet, says Dr. Davy, in a letter recently
received from him, had much experience of the Extractum Aconiti, but
that little is favourable to its use ; " in some cases of chronic rheuma¬
tism, and in some of intermittent fever, complicated with visceral disease,
it has had a beneficial effect not to be mistaken ; the dose has been from
one to two grains." Dr. Stoerck, who first tried this medicine, observed
from it a powerful diaphoretic effect . this, says Dr. Davy, " 1 have no
noticed, and yet the extract which 1 have used was prep red by Mr. Bar¬
ry, in vacuo, which is certainly far more powerful than that employed by
Stoerck ; the latter, when applied to the tongue, " levissimam tantum
titillationem excitabat," whereas that of Mr. Barry produces a most disa¬
greeable sensation of burning, which extends to the throat; and in one
instance, when applied to the tip of my tongue, it occasioned ulceration."
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Extractum Belladonna. L.E See Belladonna: Folia. Dose, gr. j,
gradually increased to gr. v, in the form of pill. Dr. Davy has made a few
trials of Barry's hxtract ; the results of which he informs me are not at all
favourable to the use of this medicine ; it is much more powerful than
the common extract, and can only be given with safety in small doses , " in
several instances," says he, " 1 have not been able to repeat a grain
dose daily, more than thrice, on account of the alarming symptoms pro¬
duced, as head ache vertigo, indistinct vision with di :ated pupil, and, in
one case,irritation of the bladder, occasioning very frequent micturition ;
in chronic rheumatism and catarrh, with severe cough, the only diseases
in wi/ich 1 have yet given it. it has not appeared to be the least servicea¬
ble ; it may probably prove valuableto the occulist; from trials that have
been made of it here by Mr. Miller, Assistant Surgeon to the Forces, it
has been found to dilate the pupil beyond the common extract. Stoerck
even introduced his extract into the eye with impunity. Acrid as the
preparation is which 1 have used, the patients have never complained of
it, nor have 1 known any disagreeable effects from it, when applied in so¬
lution, sufficiently dilute."

Extractum (Succus Spissatus. E.D.) Conii. L. Much of this extract,
as it is found in commerce, has not been prepared with equal fidelity, nor
with due attention to the season when the plant is in its greatest perfec¬
tion ; Dr. Fothergill says, " 1 know from repeated experiments, that
the extract which has been prepared from hemlock, before the plant ar¬
rives at maturity, is much inferior to that which is made when the plant
has acquired its full vigour, and is rather on the verge of decline : just
when the flowers fade, the rudiments of the seeds become observable,
and the habit of the plant inclines to yellow, is the proper time to collect
it;" the plants which grow in places exposed to thesuD should be select¬
ed, as being more virose than those that grow in the shade : still however
with every precaution, it will always be uncertain in strength. Orfila
found that an extract prepared by boiling the dried powder in water, and
evaporating the decoction, was inert; in fact, the whole of the activity
of the plant resides in a resinous element insoluble in water, and for
which 1 have proposed the name of Conein. Extract of hemlock, when
judiciously prepared, is a very valuable sedative ; 1 state this from ample
experience, and when combined with Hyoscyamus. and adapted by means
of mucilage and syrup, to the form of a mixture, it affords a more effec¬
tual palliative than any remedy with which I am acquainted, for coughs
and pulmonary irritation. Form. i9. is that, from which 1 have derived
the greatest benefit in such cases. See also Form. 2, 3, 4, 19, 57 Since
the fourth edition of th^ present work, 1 requested my friend Dr. John
Davy to make trial of its efficacy in the Military Hospital at Chatham,
and I here introduce hi* report upon the subject ;—•' My experience of
the effects of the Extractum Conii perfectly agrees with that of Dr Pa¬
ris, as stated in the fourth edition of the Pharmacologist, and I am of his
opinion that when properly prepared, and administered, it is a very va¬
luable sedative ; I have given it to the extent daily of from a scruple to a
drachm, in chronic catarrh, and in phthisis pulmonahs, either alone or in
conjunction with the Extract of Hyoscyamus, and it has afforded more re¬
lief than any other medicine that I have tried. From two or three trials
of it in pneumonia, I am disposed to think it may be very serviceable in
certain forms of this disease, in which venesection is contra-indicated by
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extreme debility ; and also in measles. In the trials alluded to, 1 com¬
menced giving it in the large dose of a drachm, daily, suspended in water
containing in solution a grain of Antimonium Tartarizatum. In a very
few instances where I have from the commencement given it in a large
dose, as from 3j to 3iss, it has occasioned hallucination of ideas, which
in two cases was attended with excitement of the sensorium and increas¬
ed action of the heart, and in one case, with diminished activity of
both. The extract of Conium, prepared by Mr. Barry, is the most
powerful one I have ever used, indeed, until I tried it, I had no just
idea of the virtues of Conium as a medicine ; but I am now disposed

to give credit to Stoerk's account of its efficacy in various chronic dis¬
eases ; and I have no doubt but that this valuable medicine has fallen into
comparative disrepute and disuse from the bad quality of the extract com¬
monly employed." Dr. Maton has found that the value of this ex¬
tract is greatly increased by including the seeds in iti preparation. Dose,
grs. v to 9j or more, twice or thrice a day ; in a full dose it produces
giddiness, a slight nausea, and a tremor of the body ; a peculiar heavy
sensation is also experienced about the eyes ; and the bowels become
gently relaxed : unless some of these sensations are produced, we are ne
ver sure that the remedy has had a fair trial of its effects. Patients will
generally bear a larger dose at night than at noon, and at noon than in the
morning.

Extractum Elaterii. L. This substance spontaneously subsides
from the juice of the wild cucumber, in consequence I presume of
one of those series of changes which vegetable matter is perpetually
undergoing', although we are hitherto un<tble to express them by any
known chemical law. It is therefore not an extract, either in the chemi¬
cal or pharmaceutical acceptation of the term, nor an inspissated juice,
nor is it a fecula,* as it has been termed ; the Dublin .College has per¬
haps been more correct in simply calling it Elatcrium, the name given to
it by Dioscorides.

It occurs in commerce in little thin cakes, or broken pieces, bearing
the impression of the muslin upon which it has been dried ; its colour is
greenish, its taste bitter, and somewhat acrid ; and when tolerably pure,
it is light, pulverulent, and inflammable.

The early history of this medicinal substance is involved in great per¬
plexity, each author speaking of a different preparation by the same
name ; for instance, the Elaterium of Dioscorides must have been a very
different substance from that of Theophrastus ; and, wherever Hippocra¬
tes mentions the term, he evidently alludes to any violent purgative.
"Hippocrati Elaterium medicam-entum est quod per alvum expurgat."
(JBod. in Tkeophrast.) This will, in some degree, reconcile the discord¬
ant testimonies of different authors with regard to the powers of Elateri¬
um ; for example, Dioscorides states its dose to be from grs. ii 9j—in
jEtius, Paulus, and Actuarius, it is recommended to the extent of 3ss—
in Mesue from 9ssto 9j—in Bontius {Med: bid:) from 9j to 3ss—Massa-
rias exhibits it in doses of gr. vj—Ferneltus and Sennertus to 9j—Her¬
man from grs- v vj—Quincy to grs. v—and Boeihaave does not venture

* The juices of the Iris root, and Bryony root, and those of many other plaatJ, al-
low their medicinal elements to separate and subside in a similar manner, lea ring the
super-natant liquid perfectly inert; if we must have a generic name to express such
a 2ub3tan.ee, it ahould be termed a feculence, rather than a fecula

48
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to give more than gr. if—while the practitioners of the present day limit
their dose from gr. J to grs. ij. Dr. Clutterbuck, with a laudable inten¬
tion to discover some method of procuring this article at a cheaper rate,
and at the s line time of establishing some process which might ensure a
preparation of more uniform strength, has lately performed a series of
interesting and instructive experiments,* the results of which prove in a
satisfactory manner " that the active principle of this plant is neither
lodged in the roots, leaves, flowers, nor stalks, in any considerable quan¬
tity ; nor is it to be found in the body of the fruit itself, or in the seedg;,
but in the juice around the seeds ; the substance which spontaneously sub¬
sides from this liquor, obtained without pressure, is genuine Elaterium,
the quantity of which, contained in the fruit, is extremely small, for
Dr. Clutterbuck obtained only six grains from forty cucumbers. This
gentleman communicated the detail of these experiments to the President
of the College of Physicians, who requested me, as professor of Mate¬
ria Medica, to report upon them. 1 accordingly deemed it to be my duty
to enter upon a series of new experiments, which I have lately com¬
pleted, with the able assistance of Mr. Faraday, in the laboratory of the
Royal Institution. The results of which will shew, that although Dr,
Clutterbuck found that an eighth part of a grain of elaterium seldom fail¬
ed to purge violently, yet, strange as it may appear that not more than one
grain in ten of elaterium, as it occurs in commerce, possesses any active
properties, and that this decimal part is a vegetable proximate principle,
not hitherto noticed, to which 1 shall give the name of Elatin. I shall
subjoin the detail of my experiments, and [ think it will appear that their
results will authorise me to express the chemical composition of Elateri¬
um in the following manner :

F. Water...... -4
C BT Extractive......2-6

I. JB.DJ Fecula......2-8 ,
t C. Gluten...... -5

K. Woody matter .... 2-5
H. Elatin .....C
G. Bitter Principle . . . j

10 grains.
Proximate Analysis of Elaterium.

Experiments. Series 1st.
A.

Ten grains of Elaterium, obtained from a respectable chemist, and having; all the
sensible properties which indicated it to be genuine, were digested for twenty-four
hours with distilled water, at a temperture far below that of boiling ; four grains on¬
ly were dissolved.

B.
The solution was intensely bitter, of a brownish yellow colour, and was not in the

least disturbed by alcohol, although a solution of Iodine produced a blue colour ; the
solution therefore contained no gum, and only slight tracts of starch.

C.
The solution, after standing twenty-four hours, yielded ipellicle of insoluble mat¬

ter, which when burnt appeared to resemble Gluten.

* " Observations on the nature and preparation of the Elaterium," read at the Me¬
dical Society of London, April 24, 1819, and which were published in the Medica?
Repository, vol xii, JYo. 67
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D.
i. he sis grains whi cli were insoluble in water, were treated for forty-eighthours

with alcohol of the specific gravity -817, at G6° of Fahrenheit: a green solution was
obtained, but by slow evaporation only half a grain of solid green matter was procur¬
ed. The insoluble residue obstinately adhered to, and coated the nitre like a varnish,
and completely defended the mass from the action of the alcohol; it is probable that
il consisted principally of Starch.

Experiments. Series 2d.
E.

Ten grains of Elaterium, from the same sample, were treated with alcohol of the
specific gravity -817, at 66° Fahrenheit, for twenty-four hours ; upon being filtered,
and the residuum washed with successive portions of alcohol, the Elaterium was found
to have lost 16 of a grain. The high specific gravity of the alcohol in this experi¬
ment was important: had it been lower, different results would have been produced.

F.
The alcoholic solution obtained in the last experiment, was of a most brilliant and

beautiful green colour, resembling that of the oil of cajeput, but brighter; upon
slowly evaporating it, 1-2 grains of solid green matter were obtained.

G.
The solid green matter of the last experinieat was treated with boiling distilled

water, when a minute portion was thus dissolved, and a solution of a most intensely
bitter taste, and of a brownish yellow colour, resulted.

H.
The residue, insoluble in water, was inflammable, burning with smoke and an aro¬

matic odour, not in the least bitter ; it was soluble in alkalies, and was again precipi¬
tated from them unchanged in colour; it formed, with pure alcohol, a beautiful tinc¬
ture, which yielded an odour of a very nauseous kind, but of very little flavour, and
which gave a precipitate with wafer; it was soft, and of considerable specific gravity,
sinking rapidly in water; circumstances which distinguish it from common resin; in
very minute quantities it purges. It appears to be the element in which the purga¬
tive powers of the Elaterium are concentrated, and which 1 have denominated
Elatix.

1.
The residuum, insoluble in alcohol, weighing 8'4 grs. (Expt. E) was boiled in double

distilled water, when 5 -U grs. were dissolved.
J.

The above solution was copiously precipitated blue by a solution of Iodine, and was
scarcely disturbed by the Persulphate of Iron.

K.
The part insoluble, both in alcohol and water, which was left after Experiment I,

amounting to 2-o grains; it burnt like wood, and was insoluble in alkalies.

It app«ars that the whole of the Elatin does not separate itself from its
native juice by spontaneous subsidence, and that, on this account, the
supernatant liquor possesses some powers as a cathartic We cannot
be surprised therefore that the Elaterium of commerce should be a very
variable and uncertain medicine ; for independent of the great tempta¬
tion which its high price holds out for adulterating it. which is frequently
done with starch, it necessarily follows that where the active principle
of a compound bears so small a proportion to its bulk, it is liable to be af¬
fected by the slightest variation in the process for its preparation, and even
by the temperature of the season ; were pressure is used for obtaining the
juices, a greater or less quantity of the inactive parts of the cucumber
will be mixed with the Elatin, in proportion to the extent of such pressure,
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and the Elatenum will of course be proportionally weak.* There is one
curious result obtained in my experiments which deserves notice, viz,
that there is a bitter principle in the Elaterium, very distinct from its ex¬
tractive matter, and totally unconnected with its activity, for I diluted the
solution obtained in experiment G. and swallowed it, but it produced upon
me no effect, except, that which I generally experience upon taking a
powerful bitter,—an increased appetite ; and yet notwithstanding this
fact, when in combination with Elatin, it is far from being inert, since
this latter body is considerably quickened by its presence. See page
157. The solution B was given to a person, but no effect whatever en¬
sued. Dose of good Elaterium, as it occurs in commerce, is about one
grain, or it is better to give it only to th<? extent of half a grain at a
time, and to repeat 'hat dose every hour until it begins to operate. It is
probably, when thus managed, the best hydragogue cathartic which we
possess ; it differs however from the class of remedies to which it be¬
longs, for it excites the pulse and whole animal system, so as to produce
a considerable degree of febrile action. It was strongly recommended
by Sydenham, Lister, and Hoffman, and all their cotemporaries and im¬
mediate successors, as a valuable remedy in dropsy ; but in consequence
of some fatal results from its improper application, it was driven from
practice with a violence that marks prejudice rather than conviction ;
one author in descanting upon its virulence, exclaims, " Elaterium esse in
catalogo diaboli quo necat homines." For its restoration to medicine, we
are indebted to Dr. Ferriar of Manchester, who used it with great suc¬
cess in the cure of Hydrothorax.

Extractuji (Succus Spissatus E.D.) Hvoscvami. L. This prepara¬
tion is certainly powerfully narcotic, and tends to relax rather than as-
tringe the bowels ; where the constitution is rebellious to opium, it fur¬
nishes a more valuable resource to the practitioner, than any other nar¬
cotic extract. Dose, gr. v to 9j, in pills. See Form. 1, 3, 4, 19. 139.

ExTRACTUM LaCTUCK L. SvJCCUS SfISSATUS LaITUCS. SaTIVI. E.
This preparation has found its way into the London Pharmacopoeia, in
consequence of the testimony of many highly respectable practitioners in
favour of its sedative properties. In the memoirs of the Caledonian
Horticultural Society, various suggestions are offered as to the best mode
of obtaining an extract from the milky juice of the garden Lettuce, to
which Dr. Duncan has bestowed the name of " L actucarium it was
first recommended to take the milk with cotton, afterwards with a sponge,
and more recently with a painter's brush ; all these methods however
are attended with considerable difficulty, and the juice cannot be collect¬
ed in any quantity. Mr. Probart, a chemist in Great Portland Street, has
lately cultivated large plantations of the lettuce, for the purpose of insti-

* When it has a dark green colour, approaching to black, is compact, and very hea¬
vy, and breaks with a shining resinous fracture, we may reject it as an inferior article.

Since the publication of my experiments upon the ordinary Elaterium of Commerce,
I have been favoured by Mr. Barry with the results of his trials upon the Elaterium
made by W. Allen & Co. acco-ding to the improved process of Dr. C'lutterbuck ; of
the first sample, he found that out of ten grains, 5'5 were soluble in spirit of the spe¬
cific gravity 809, of the second 6-2, and of the third 64 ; of that prepared by the
same process at Apothecaries' Hall, 6 grs. were soluble. The residue, insoluble in
the spirit, was administered to a patient, and ascertained to be perfectly inert. This
report confirms beyond a doubt the great superiority of the Elaterium when prepar.
ed, without pressure, ac »-•---• -
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tuting experiments upon the subject, and 1 am happy in being enabled
through his liberality, to introduce in this place, an account of the pro¬
cess which he pursues, and which he considers the only one by which
the article can be brought into the market at any reasonable price.*

In concluding the history of Inspissated juices, it deserves notice that
the London College uniformly directs that the feculence should be pre-
serevd in the compound ; there can be no doubt of the propriety of such
advice, but the Colleges of Edinburgh and Dublin reject it. The French
Codex gives directions for two extracts from each of these substances,
one containiug what they please 10 denominate the fecuta, the other not;
thus there is'• Extractum Cicut* absque Fecul:.'' and " Extract: Cicut:
cu■nFecula. , '' There is one curious fact re-;/e.cting these narcotic pre¬
parations, that most, if not all of them, contain nitre, common salt, and
muriate of potass.

Manufacturing chemists, in order to give a smooth and glossy appear¬
ance to their Extracts, generally add to every lbj, about 3ss of gum, f3j

* " I have the C03 Lettuce planted about eight inches asunder in rows, between
which there is sufficient space to enable persons to pass up and down without injuring
the plants. [ commence my operations just before the plant is about to flower, by cut¬
ting; off an inch of the stem ; the milky juice iminediab ly exudes, and is collected on
pieces of Wove Cotto.i, about half a yard square. As soon as this becomes charged,
it is thrown from time to time iuto a vessel containing a small quantity of water, which
when sufficiently impregnated is evaporated at the common temperature of the atmos¬
phere, by exposure in a number of shallow dishes. The Lactucaridm, in a few
hours, is fouud adhering to the vessels in the form of an Extract, but differing from
every other in all its sensible properties : this method enables me toeollectLACTBCA-
iiipm with great facility and dispatch, but it is still attended with considerable ex¬
pense, as the proportion of milky product is necessarily very small, and the price of
the medicine consequently high, and therefore not within the reach of general prac¬
tice. This consideration led me to make farther experim nts, for the purpose of as¬
certaining whether an Extract might not be obtained from the plant possessing all
the properties of Lactucariurn, when administered in large doses, and which could be
introduced at a companatively trifling cost. In prosecuting this enquiry. 1 found that
the plants contain most of the milky juice when they have flowered and the leaves
are beginning to assume a yellow hue, and I observed that when cut down, the milky
juice assumes for the most part a concrete form, having subsided in the bark of the
stalk and 111the old leaves, a circumstance which accounts for the extreme bitterness
of these parts. 1 was naturally led from these circumstances to choose the above pe¬
riod for my operations, and to select (hose parts only of the plant for my extract, re
jecting the substance of the stalk, and the young sprouts. My method of procuring
the extract is as follows. I first macerate the parts in water, for twenty-four hours,
and then boil them for two, after which I allow the clear decoction to drain through a
sieve, without using any pressure; this is then evaporated, as far as it can be done
with safety, and the process is finished in shallow dishes, in the manner above describ¬
ed, for obtaining Lactucariurn. This extract, which I have called " Extractum
Lactuc* Concestratuji,'' is of course less powerful than Lactucariurn, but it pos¬
sesses all the properties in larger doses, and it has been found equally useful iu a num¬
ber and Variety of cases, and is not more than a sixth part of the price."

Mr. Probart has retired from trade, but I have just learnt that the same article is
now prepared, by a similar process, by Mr. Selway, Chemist, of New Cavendish
Street, and the specimens which I have received authorise me to recommend it for
trial. A concentrated tincture is also prepared.

The " Succus Spissatus Lactucee sativSB," of the shops, must of necessity be almost
inert, since it is commonly prepared at that period, when the plant contains none, or
very little of the milky juice; and even if the Lettuce be employed at a more mature
season, it must still fail to afford an extract of any strength, as it is merely the express¬
ed juice, and that too of the whole plant indiscriminately, and will be found to contain
a very minute proportion of Lactucariurn. the great bulk being nothing more than in
spissated green juicf 1.
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of olive oil, and rrtxx oi rectified spirit : there is no harm ia the prac
lice.

FEKRI SUB-CARBONAS. L. Carbonas Ferri Precipitates. E.
Carbonas Ferri. D.

Carbonate of Iron.
In a former Pharmacopoeia of London, a sub-carbonate of iron was

prepared, under the name of ferrirubigo (rust of iron), by exposing
iron-filings to the action of air and water ; and although the Colleges of
Edinburgh and Dublin still retain this mode of preparation yet they ad¬
mit at the same lime of another which, like the sub carbonate of the pre¬
sent London Pharmacopoeia, is produced by precipitation. Qualities.
Form, a chocolate brown powder. Odour, none. Taste, slightly styptic.
Chemical Composition. Mr. Phillips has shewn that this precipitate is
liable to vary according to the temperature at which it is prepared, as
well as from other differences of manipulation; it generally consists of
mixtures of per-oxide, and proto-carbonate of iron, in the proportion
of four parts of the latter, and six of the former By referring to the
Medicinal Dynameler the practitioner may find the quantity of those in-
gredieuts in any given weight of the preparation, and compare its strength
with the other chalybeate medicines. Solubility It is insoluble in
water, but acids dissolve it with effervescence. Forms of Exhibition.
In powder or pills, combined with aromatics. Dost, gr. v to xxx.
(Form. 38.) It has lately been brought into particular notice by the
publication of .VJr Hutchinson of J<outhwell, who states that in doses of
half a drachm to a drachm, two or three times a day, it has proved in
his hands a most efficacious remedy in the cure of Tic doloureux. Mr.
Hutchinson is well known to the profession as a judicious and inquiring
practitioner, and we are well satisfied thai he would not recommend any
remedy to the attention of his brethren, without a \vg.U grounded assur¬
ance of its efficacy ; at the same time it must be remembered that this
disease is very frequently the consequence of an irritation in some nerve,
by the mechanical operation of osseous spiculae ; in such cases we can¬
not expect the sub-carbonate of Iron to afford relief. A noble Marquis
who lost his leg at Waterloo, suffered excruciating pams in his face, in
consequence of exfoliation in the stump, which were relieved as soon
as the local irritation subsided ; and a late lamented physician appears to
have owed his severe sufferings to the irritation produced on the brain
by a bony excrescence 1 have little doubt if cases of Tic dolouieux
were more carefully examined, they would be frequently found to derive
their origin from a similar source, if it were necessary I could add se¬
veral of such instances to those already enumerated.*

FERRI RAMENTA ET F1LA. L. Fila et Limatuka. E. Fekri
Scobs U.

Iron Filings and Wire.
Iron seems to be a metal that proves active in its metullic state ; its

tilings may be given in the form of powder, conjoined to some aromatic.

Doctor Eights of Albany has related two cases of Neuralgia, in which the use
of the Carbonate of Iron was attended with complete success. See New-York Me.
dical ami Physical Journal, Vol. I, p. 323 En.
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