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Soap plaster is discutient; and is applied to lymphatic tu-
mors : but it is much less useful than the mercurial plaster.
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CERATA.
CERATES.

THESE are unctuous compositions possessing a certain de«
gree of firmness, intermediate between that of plasters and that
of ointments. Their consistence depends on the wax they
contain; and from i they derive their generic appellation.
The most important circumstance to be attended to in their
preparation is the freshness of the fat and the oils employed ;
and their preservation in this state,

CERATUM SIMPLEX. Lond. Cerater

¢ Take of olive oil, four fluid ounces : yellow wax, four ounces.
Add the oil to the melted wax, and mix.”

This is an useful simple emollient dressing to excoriations
and sores.

CERATUM CALAMINZE. Lond. Calamine Cerate.

* Take of prepared calamine, yellow wax, of each lhalfa
pound ; olive oil, @ pinf. Mix the oil with the melted Wax ;
then remove the mixture from the fire, and as soon as it begins
to thicken, add the calamine, stirring constantly until it be
cold.”

Ceratum CarBoNaris Zinct impuri. Edin.  Cerafe of
Impure Carbonate of Zine.

“ Take of simple cerate, five paris; prepared impure carbo-
nate of zine, one part. Mix.”

UNGUENTUM carAMINARE. Dub. Ciélamine Qintment.

¢ Take of ointment of yellow wax, five pounds; prepared
calamine, @ pound. Make them into an ointment.”

These preparations are very useful dressings to excoriations
and ulcers; and as they are in some degree desiccative, they
are also applied to burns after the inflammation is abated ; and
to the eye-lids in ophthalmia taisi. They have been long
known in practice under the name of 7wrner’s cerate.

CRATUM CETACEL Lond. Spermaceti Cerate.

6

T'ake of spermaceti, half an ounce ; white wax, #wo ounces ;
olive oil, fowr fluid ounces. Melt the spermaceti and the wax
together, then add the oil, and stir them until they be cold.”
CeraTUM siMpLEX. Edin, Simple Cerate.
“ Take of olive oil, siz parts ; white wax, three parts; sper-
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It may be pr per to observe, that it is preferable to spread
cerates or ointments, intended to keep open issues, on lint;
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SRATUM PLUMBI SUPERACETATIS. Lond,
Superacetate of Lead

“* Take of superacetate of

all cases be renewed once in

lead in powder, #wo drackms:
white wax, #wo ounces: olive oil, half o pint. Melt the wax
in seven fluid ounces of the oil : ‘then add gradually the super-
acetate of lead separate ly rubbed down with the remaining oil,
and stir with 2 wooden spatula, until they ‘nr,l‘nmnurrh]\ in-
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This is an excellent cooling cerate for burns,
and other inflamed sores,
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they be cold. Finally, mix with these the camphor dissolyed
in the remainder of the oil.”

This composition is similar to what was recommended by
Goulard, asa mode of applying lead in the form of ointment ;
and long known under the name of Goulard’s cerate. It is
applicable to the same cases as the former cerate,

CERATUM RESINZE. Lond. Resin cerate.*

“ Take of yellow resin, yellow wax, of each « pound ; oil
of olive, @ pint. Melt the resin and the wax together by a
slow fire, then add the oil, and strain the cerate while it is hot
through a linen cloth.”

U~xcuentum Resivosum. Edin, Resinous Ointment.

¢ Take of hog’s lard, eight parts; resin, Jve parts; yellow
wax, fwo parts. Melt the whole with a gentle heat, and stir
the mixture until it stiffens in cooling.

UvcveNntum Resing atsz. Dub., Ointment of White
Lesin.

“ Take of yellow wax, « pound; white resin, fwo pounds ;
prepared hog’s lard, four pounds,  Make them into an oint-
ment, which is to be strained, while it is hot, through a sieve.”

These ointments are stimulant, digestive, :':ml'rlrnl'.s-ing;
and therefore form an excellent dressing for foul and indolent
uleers.

Officinal preparation. Linimentum Tere thine. L.

CERATUM SABINA. Lond. Cerate of Savine.

“ Take of the fresh leaves of savine bruised, a pound; yel-
low wax, Aalf a pound ; prepared lard, #wo pounds, Melt the
lard and the wax together, and boil the savine leaves in the
mixture; then strain through a linen cloth.”

UncuENTUM SaBINE. Dub,  Szvine Ointment.

 Take fresh leaves of savine freed from the stalks and
bruised, Zalf a pound; prepared hog’s lard,  zwo pounds; yel-
low wax, half @ pound. Boil the leaves with the lard until
they become crisp; then strain with expression; lastly, add
the wax, and melt them tooether.”

The preparation of this ointment is exceedingly difficult, as
the acrid principle of the savii e, on which its efficacy de-
pends, is much injured by long boiling, or too high a tempe-
rature, it not be better to express the acrid juice from
the fresh leaves, and mix it with the ointment when it begins
to thicken by cooling? If the fresh leaves cannot be pro=
cured, it may be prepared from the dry leaves reduced to a fine
powder; but the acrimony of the savine is impaired by (I1‘ying
them. The ointment when good has a beautiful deep green
colour, and the odour of the fresh bruised herb. It should be
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72 OINTMENTS. PART IIT.
Kept in closely covered pots, as it soon loses its virtue by ex-
posure to the ais.

Savine ointment, which was first described by Mr. Crow-
ther %, is well calc '.i‘l.;'.i'(i for keeping up a purulent discharge
from a blistered surface; which it does as effectnally, and with

much less irritation than the ointment of blistering flies. A
white coat is apt to form on t]nu discharging -mlu(, and
must be removed ocecasionally so as to allow thu cerate to be

11 nlied to the sore.
ERATUM SAP (T\I 5. Lond. Cerate of Soap.

L 'l ake of hard soap, eiolt ounces: yviluxf wax, fen ounces;
semivitreous oxide of 1 .-m:uu], a pound; olive oil, a pini ;
vinegar, a gallon he vinegar on the oxide of lead over
a slow fire, stirring rently until they incorporate; then add
the soap, and boil again in a similar manner, until the mois-
ture be entirely evaporated; lastly, mix with the oil the wax
previously melted.”

The

of ]

cacy of this cerate evidently depends on the acetate
ad which is formed in the first stage of the process, the soap
answering scarcely any other purpose than to give consistence
and adhesiveness, It is occasionally used as a cooling dressing:
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UNGUENTA.
OINTMENTS.

THESE are unctuous substances of nearly the same nature as
cerates, but having a consistence much less Inm, scarcely ex-
ceeding that of butter,

U \( UENTUM ACIDI NITROSI. Edin. OQéntment of
Nitrous Acid. '

¢ Take of hog’s lard, one pound ; nitrous acid, siz drachms.
Mix the acid or: adu lllv with the melted lard, and beat the mix-
ture '1--1L|uou~Iv as it cools.”

Dublin.
¢ Take of olive oil, @ pound ; prepared lum s lard, four ounces;
nitrous J(’d an ounce /rr_,f e {Ql’.*!. Melt thl’ oil in a ﬂl ass \C‘-—
sel, and :!dr! the acid to it; let them be exposed to a medium
heat in a water-bath for a quarter of an hour, then remove them
from the bath, and stir them constantly with a glass rod until
they become firm.” '

In this process the acid is partially decomposed, nitrous gas
is evolved, and the ointment is oxidized, assuming a \.LH()\\
colour and a firm consistence. It was invented by Al_\on, who

v Qbservations on F¥hile Su
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