94 OF A PERIPNEUMONY

OF THE BASTARD PLEURISY.

That species of pleurisy which is called the bastard, or spurious,
generally goes off by keeping warm for a few days, drinking plentv
of diluting liquors, and observing a cooling regimen.

It is known by a dry cough, a ;lniclc pulse, and a Lliiﬁclll['\'nf lying
on the affected side, which last does not alwavs happen in the true
pleurisy. Sometimes indeed this disease proves obstinate, and re-
quires bleeding, with cupping, and scarifications of the part affected,
These, together with the use of nitrous and other cooling medicin s
seldom fail to effect a cure.

OF THE PARAPHRENITIS.

The paraphrenitis, or inflammation of the diaphragm, 1s so nearly
connected with the pleurisy, and resembles it so much in the manner
of treatment, that it is scarcely necessary to consider it as a separate
disease.

It is attended with a very acute fever, and an extreme pain in the
part affected, which is generally augmented by coughing, sneezing,
drawing in the breath, taking food, going to stool, making water, &c.
Hence the patient breathes quick, and draws in his bowels to prevent
the motion of the diaphragm; is restless, anxious, has a dry cough,
@ hiccup, and often a delirium. A convulsive laugh, or rather a kind
of involuntary grin, is no uncommon symptom of this malady.

Every method must be taken to prevent a suppuration, as it is im-
possible to save the patient’s life when this happens. The regimen
and medicine are in all respects the same as in the pleurisy. We
shall only add, that in this disease, emollient clysters are peculiarly
useful, as they relax the bowels, and by that means make a derivation
from the vart affected.
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CHAP. XVII.

Of a PERIPNEUMONY, or INFLAMMATION
of the LUNGS.

As this disease affects an organ which is absolutely necessary te
life, it must always be attended with danger  Persons who ahount
with thick blood, whose fibres are tense and rigid, who feed upor.
gross aliment, and drink strong viscid liquors, are most liable to a
peripneumony. It is generally fatal to those who have a. flat breast,
or narrow chest, and to such as are afflicted with an asthma, espe-
cially in the decline of life. Sometimes the inflammation reaches to
one lobe of the lungs only ; at other times the whole of the organ is
affected, in which case the disease can hardly fail to prove fatal.

When the disease proceeds from a viscid pituitous matter obstruet-
ing the vessels of the lungs, it is cadled a spurions or bastard perip-
enumony. When it arises from a thin acrid defluction on the lungs,
it is denominated a catarrhal perivneumony, &c.
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CAUSES. Au inflammation of the lungs is sometunesa prima-
ry «disease, and sometimes it is the consequence of other diseases, as
a quinsy, a pleurisy, &e. It proceeds from the same causes as the
pleurisy, viz. an obstructed perspiration from cold, wet clothes,
&e. or froman increased cireulation of the blood by violent exercise,
the use of spiceries, ardent spirits, and such like. The pleurisy and
peripneumony are often complicated ; in which case the disease is
called a pleuro peripncumony-

SYMPTOMS. Most of the symptoms of a pleurisy likewise at-
ten an inflammation of the lungs; only in the latter the pulse is
more soft, and the pain less acute; but the difficulty of breathing,
and oppression of the breast, are generally greater.

REGIMEN. As the regimen and medicine are in all respects
the same in the true peripneumony as in the pleurisy, we shall not
here repeat them, but refer the reader to the treatment of that dis-
ease. It may not however be improper to add, that the aliment
ought te be more slender and thin in this than in any other inflam-
mator disease. The iearned Dr. Arbuthnot asserts, that even com-
mon whey is sufficient to support the patient, and that decoctions of
barley, and mfusions of fennel roots in warm water with milk, are
the most proper both for drink and nourishment. He likewise re-
commends the steam of warm water taken in by the breath, which
serves as a kind of internal fomentation, and helps to attenuate the
impacted humours. If the patient has loose stouls, but is not weak-
ened b them, they are not to be stopped, but rather promoted by
the use of emollient clysters.

It has already been observed, that the spurious or bastard perip-
neumony is occagioned by a viseid pituitous matter llll.l5|l'UI’ii|:j_{ the
vessels of the lungs, It commonly attacks the old, infirm, and phleg-
watic, in winter and wet seasons.

The patient at the begmning is cold and hot by turns, has a small
quick pulse, feels a sense of weight upon his breast, breathes with
dfliculty, and sometimes complains of a pain and giddiness of his
nead. His urine is usually pale, and his colour very little changed.

The diet, in this as well as in the true peripneumony, must be very
slender, as weak broths, sharpened with the juice of orange or lemon,
und such like. His drink may be thin water-gruel sweetened with
honey, or a decoction of the roots of fennel, liguorice, and quick
grass. Anounce of each of these may be boiled in three English pints
of water to a quart, and sharpened with a little currant-jelly, or the
like,

Bleeding and purging are generally proper at the beginning of
this disease; but if the patient’s spittle is pretty thick, or well con-
cocted, neither of them are necessary, It will be sufficient to assist
the expectoration by some of the s]lhl‘p medicines recommended for
hat purpose in the pleurisy, as the solution of gum-ammoniac with
‘fx."“"il of squills, &e. Blistering-blasters have generally a good ef-
l“"tv_ and ought to be applied pretty carly. i

If the patient does not spit, he must be bled according as s
strength will permit, and have a gentle purge administered. After
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06 OF CONSUMPTIONS,

wards his body may be kept open by clysters, and the expectoration
promoted by taking every four hours two table spoonsful of the so-
lution mentioned above,

When an inflammation of the breast does not yield to bleeding,
blistering, and other evacuations, it commonly ends in a suppuration,
which is more or less dangerous, according to the part where it is
situated. When this happens in the pleury, it sometimes breaks
outwardly, and the matter is discharged by the wound.

When the suppuration happens within the substance or body of
the lungs, the matter may be discharged by expectoration; but it the
matter floats in the cavity of the breast, between the pleura and the
lungs, it can only be discharged by an incision made betwixt the ribs,

It the patient's strength does not return after the inflammation is
to all appearance removed; if his pulse continues quick though
soft, his breathing difficult and oppressed ; if he has cold shivering
at times, his cheeks flushed, his lips dry; and if he complains
thirst and want of appetite, there is reason to fear a suppuration, ana
that a phthisis or consumption of the lungs will ensue. We shall
therefore next proceed 12 consider the proper treatment of that
disease.

CHAP. XVIII
OF CONSUMPTIONS.

A CONSUMPTION is a wasting or decay of the whole body
from an uleer, tubercles, or concretions of the lungs, an empyema,
a nervous atrophy, or cachexy.

Dr. Arbuthnot observes, that in his time congumptions wade up
above one tenth part of the bills of mortality in and abou. London,
There is reason to believe they have rather increased since, and we
know from experience, that they are not less fatal in son e other
towns of England than in London.

Young persons, between the age of fifteen and thirty, of a slender
make, long neck, high shoulders, and flat breasts, are most liable to
this disease.

Consumptions prevail more in England than in any other part of
the world, owing perhaps to the great use of animal food and malt
liquors, the general application to sedentary employments, and the
great quantity of pit-coal \_s‘hlcll 15 there burnt; to which we may
add the perpetuai changes in the atmosphere, or variableness of the
weather.

CAUSES.——It has already been observed, that an inflammation
of the breast often ends in an imposthume: consequently whatever
disposes people to this disease must likewise be considered as a cause
vl consumption.

Other diseases, by vitiating the habit, may likewise occasion con-
sumptions; as the scurvy, the serophula or king’s evil, the venerial
disease, the asthma, small-pox, measles ¢,



	Seite 94
	Seite 95
	Seite 96

