
147

Section XV.-PLANTS NOXIOUS IN AGRI¬
CULTURE.

Annual Weeds, or such as grow wild in Fields, and that do
not produce any Food for Cattle.

Many weeds are troublesome to the farmer amongst his crops; but

which, by affording a little fodder at some season or other, in soma
degree compensate for their intrusion. Rut as the following are not
of this description, they ought at all times to be extirpated: for it
should be recollected, that the space occupied by such a plant would,

in many instances, afford room for many ears of wheat, &c.
The following are annuals, and chiefly grow among arable crops,

as corn, &c. As these every year spring up from seeds, it is a very
difficult matter for the farmer, to prevent their increase, especially
since the practice of fallowing land has become almost obsolete. It is
a fact worthy notice, that the seeds of most of the annual weeds will
lie in the ground for many years, if they happen to be placed deep: so
that all land is more or less impregnated with them, and a fresh sup¬

ply is produced every time the land is ploughed. It is therefore, pro¬
per that annual weeds of every description should be prevented as
much as possibly can be from going to seed, for one year's crop will
take several seasons to eradicate. The only effectual mode we are

acquainted with of getting rid of annual weeds is, either by hoeing
them up when young, or by cutting the plants over with any instru¬
ment whilst in bloom; for it should be observed, that those never

spring from the roots if cut over at that period of their growth, which
oftentimes may be easily accomplished.

I once observed a crop of burnet, in which Brumus secalirms (Lob

Crass) was growing, whose spike stood a considerable height above
the crop, and several acres of which a boy or woman might have cut
over in a short space of time : but it was not so : the grass seeds and
burnet were suffered to ripen together, and no means could be de-
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vised to separate the two when threshed. For this reason the burnet
seeds never could find a market, and consequently the trouble of
saving it, as well as the crop, was lost to the grower. I mention this
as an instance of many that frequently occur. How many times do
we see with crops of winter tares wild oats seeding in them ? or Car-
duus nutans standing so high above those crops that they might be thus
extirpated with great ease ?

It may be observed, that it is in culture of this nature where annual
seeds multiply. A regular crop of wheat will, by its thickness on the
ground, retard their growth by smothering them ; but the other give*
them every facility, and particularly autumnal-sown crops.

C64. Blue-bottle -
665. White-blite -
066. Charlock
661. Chickweed
668. Cockle
669. Cleavers
670. Corn Marigold
671. Corn Crowfoot
67!J. Corn Chamomile
673. Weak-scented do.
674. Grass, Lob
675. -------Bearded Oat
676. -------Field Foxtail
677. -------Darnel
678. Groundsel, common
679. Wall Bailey
680. Mallow, common
681. Mavweed, stinking
682. Melilot
683. Mustard, white
684.-------------, hedge
685. Nettle, Stinging, small
686. ----------, Dead - .
687. Nipplewort
688. Orach, wild
689.--------, spreading
690. Pilewor:
691. Persicffria, spotted-leaved
692. —---------, pale-flowered
693. •-----■-------, climbing
694. Pheasant-eye
6'Ji. Poppy, common red

Centaurea Cyanus.
Chenopodium album.
Sinapis arvensis.
Alsine media.
Agrostemma Githago.
Galium Aparine.
Chrysanthemum segetum.
Ranunculus arvensis.
Matricaria Chamomilla.
•--------—• inodora.
Bromus secalinus.
Avena fatua.
Alopecurus agrestis.
Lohum temulentum.
Senecio vulgaris.
Hordeum murinum.
Malva sylvestris.
Anthemis Cotula.
Trifolium officinale.
Sinapis alba.
Erysimum Barbarea*
Urtica urens.
Lamium album.
Lapsana communis.
Atriplex hastata.
--------- patuia.
Ranunculus Ficaria.
Polygonum Persicaria.
----------------pensylvanieum.
----------------Convolvulus.
Adonis autumnalis.
Papavcr Rbcea«.
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696.
697.
69S.
699.
700.
701.
702.
703.
704.
705.

Poppy, long rough-headed
Radish, wild
Shepherd's Needle
Speanvort
Sparry, Corn
Thistle, Spear
---------Star
.---------Marsh

Dwarf

- Papaver Argemone.
- - Raphanus Raphani-trum.
- Scandix Pecten Veneris.
- Ranunculus Flammula.
- Spergula arvensis.
- Carduus lanceolatus.
- Centaurea Calcitrapa.
- Carduus palustris.

acaulis.----------uwari - - -~-~..w.
Tine Tare, smooth-podded - Ervum tetraspermum.

Creeping-rooted Weeds.

The following are such as are perennial, and are of the most trou¬
blesome nature, being extremely difficult to get rid of in consequence
of their creeping roots. It unfortunately happens that, where the
land is the most worked, and the roots the more broken thereby, the
more the crop of weeds increases on the land. Therefore, the only effec¬
tual mode of extirpating plants of this nature, is by picking out the
roots after the plough, or by digging them up at every opportunity
by some proper instrument.

Where weeds of this nature occur, there is too often thought to- be

more labour than profit in their extirpation. And although this is an
argument of some propriety, where a farmer is tenant at will, or where
his strength is not proportionate to the land : yet if land is worth any
thing at all, that, whatever it may be, is lost, if it is suffered thus to be¬
come barren. And as prevention is in most cases considered prefe-
'able to cure, more care ought to be taken than generally is, of all
OW hedges and waste pieces of land by road sides, &c. Many of these
Plants are found growing in such places, and their seeds are of that
nature that they are calculated to fly to considerable distances,—a
contrivance in nature to fertilize the ground in her own way ; but

»hich, as agriculturists, it is the business of men to check.

706. Bindweed, small
'07. Bindweed, large

7«8. Bistort
O 3

Convolvulus arvensis.
———------sepium.
Polygonum Bistorta.
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■709. "Brakes . Pteris aquilina.
■710. Clown's Woundwort _ Stachys palustris.
Til. Cajnmock . Ononis arvensis.
712. Coltsfoot - Tussilago Farfara.
■713. C'r^wf otj creeping - Ranunculus repens.
714. Goutweed - iF.gopodium Pudagraria
■715. Grass, Garden Conch - Triticum repens.
■716. ------, Conchy-bent - Agrosiis stolonifera.
717. ------. Couch Oat, or Knot - Avena elatior.
718. ------, Creeping-soft - Holcus mollis.
719. Horseiail, Corn - Equisetum arvense.
721). Persiearia, willow-leaved - Polygonum amphibium.
721. Rest Harrow - - Ononis spinosa.
722 Sow-Thistle, Corn - Sonchn-- arven^is.
723 Spatiing Poppy - Cueubalus Behen.
724 s ing ng-Nettle, large - Uitica dioica.
725. Silyerweed - Potentilla anserina.
726. Sneexewort - Achillea Ptarmica.
727. Thistle, melancholy - Carduus heterophyllui.
788. - ■-~—— aivensis.
7^9 Water Horehound - Lycopus europceus.

Perennial Weeds.

Tsis enumeration of noxious plants contains principally those which,
although they are very troublesome, are more easy of extirpation
than the last: for although the most of them are perennial, yet, as
their roots do not spread as those of the above list do, they are to be
effectually removed by taking up the plants by their roots. It should,
however, be always noticed, that it is to little account to endeavour
to clear any land of such incumbrances, if any waste places which are
separated only by a hedge are allowed to grow these things with im¬
parity ; for the seeds will invariably find their way. The contrivance
of nature in their formation is a curious and pleasant subject for the
philosophical botanist; at the same time it is one of those curses which
was impelled on human labour.

710. Butter-bur
73!. Burdock

- Tussilago Petavitei.
- Arctium Lajjpa.
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'38. JBugloss, small
'33. Crowfoot, round-rooted
'34. -------------, tall
'35. Dock, curled
'36. ------ > broad-leaved
'37. ------, sharp-pointed
'38. Fleabane, common
'39. Garlick, crow
'40------------, bear
'4l. Grass, turfy hair
'42.------, meadow soft
'43. ------, carnation
'44. Knapweed, common
'45. ■------------■, great
'46\ Mugwort
'47. Meadow-sweet

'48. Ox-eye Daisy •

'49. Plantain, great
'50. Ragwort, common
'51.-----------, marsh
'52. Rush, common
'53. ------, blueish
754. ------, flat-jointed
755. .------, round-jointed
756. .------1, bulbous
757. Scabious, common
758. Thistle, milk
759. ---------, meadow

Lycopsis arvensis.
Ranunculus bulbosus.
Ranunculus acris.
Rumex crispus.

■ ----------obtusifolius.
■ --------- acutus.
■ Inula dysenterica.

Allium vineale.
• ----------ursinum.

Aira caespitosa.
Holcus lanatus.

. Carex caespitosa.
■ Centaurea nigra.
• ■-------------Scabiosa,
■ Artemisia vulgaris.
• Spiraea uhnaria.
{Chrysanthemum Leucantbe-

mum.
. Plantago major.
■ Senecio Jacobaea.
■ ——— aquaticus.
• Juncus conglomerate.
- ■---------glaucus.
- ----------squarrosus.
- ----------articulatus.
■ ----------bulbosus.
- Scabiosa arvensis.
- Carduus marianue.
- ----------pratensis.

Sect. XVI.—EXOTIC TREES AND SHRUBS.

The fashionable rage for planting ornamental trees and shrub*
having so much prevailed of late years, that we meet with them by the
road sides, &c. almost as common as we do those of our native soil, I
have therefore enumerated them in this section.

Our limits will not admit of giving any particular descriptions of

«»efe; but as persons are often at a loss to know what soil each tree is
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