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kind, from whence 1 have myself obtained the same beautiful and su¬
perior tint. See Tram. Soc. Ails. vol. 27, p. 40.

101. ULEX eitropxus. Furze, Gorse, or Wink.'—Is used in hus¬
bandry for fences, and is also much cultivated for fuel for burning lime,
: atirrs ovens, &c. Cattle and sheep relish it much; but it cannot be
^aten by them except when young, in consequence of its strong spines;
to obviate which an implement lias been invented for bruising it. When
't grows wild on our waste land, it is common to set it on fire in the-
Summer mouths, and the roots and stems will throw up from the ground
young shoots, which are found very useful food for sheep and other
animals. It is readily grown from seeds, six pounds of which will be
euough for an acre of land.

PLANTS USEFUL IN THE ARTS.

Sect. VI.—BRITISH TREES AND SHRUBS.
102. ACER, Psacdo-Platanus. Sycamore. —The wood of this tree is

s»ft and of little use, unless it is for the turners' purposes, who
■hake boxes and other small toys of it. It is not of value as timber.

103. ACER campeslre. The Maple. — Before the introduction of
^tahogany and other line woods the Maple was the principal wood used
ft>r all kinds of cabinet work, and was much esteemed : the knobs
*hich grow on those trees in an old state afforded the most beautiful
Specimens, and according to Evelyn were collected by the curious at
Sreat prices. The Maple trees in this country are none of them at the
Present day old enough to afford that line-veined variegation in the
"•tuber which is alluded to in this account.

. 104. ARBUTUS Unedo. The Strawberry-Trce.—Is a native of the
Elands in the celebrated Lake of Killarney in Ireland, where it grows
' 9 a large size. We know of no particular use to which it is applied,
jt is however one of our most ornamental evergreen shrubs, producing
beautiful flowers, which vary from transparent white to deep red, in
he winter months, at which season also the fruit appears ; which

hiking twelve months to come to maturity affords the singular phseno-
'ut 'non in plants, of having lively green leaves, beautiful flowers, and
"lit as brilliant as the richest strawberry, in the very depth of our

Winter. We have a fine <
'1r'(l also one with double
">ental to the shrubbery.

*'nter. We have a fine variety of this plant with scarlet blossoms,
'l! "l also one with double flowers, both of which are singularly orna-
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105. ARBUTUS Una Ursi. Bear-berries. —A small trailing plant of
great repute as a medicine, but of no use in any other respect.

106. BERBERIS vulgaris. Barberry. —This has long been culti¬
vated in gardens for its fruit, which is a fine acid, and it is used as a
conserve, and also for giving other sweeter fruits a flavour. The com¬
mon wild kind has stones in the fruit, which renders it disagreeable to
eat. There is a variety without stones calied the Male Barberry, which
is preferred on this account.

This tree is subject to a disease in the summer, caused apparently
from a yellow fungus growing on the leaves and young shoots; and it
is said that where it grows near corn fields it imparts its baneful in¬
fluence to the grain, tor which reason it is recommended in some of our
books on agriculture to exterminate the trees.

107. BETULA alba. Birch-Tree. —Is in great use and of consider¬
able value on some estates for making brooms, and the timber for all ■
purposes of turnery-ware and carving. The sap of the Birch-tree is
drawn by perforating the bark in the early state of vegetation. It is
fermented, and makes a very pleasant and potent beverage called Birch
Wine.

108. BETULA Ahms. Alder-Tree.— This is a valuable tree for
planting in moors and wet places. The wood is used for making
clogs, pattens, and other such purposes; and the bark for dyeing and
manufacturing <ome of the finer kinds of leather. This wood is of
considerable value for makimr charcoal for gunpowder. In charring
it a considerable quantity of acetic acid is extracted, which is of great
value for the purpose of bleaching, Sec. &c.

109. BUXUS stmpervirens. Box-Tree —The wood of Box is of great
value for tnusical instruments, and for forming the bandies of many
tools: being very hard, it admits of a fine polish. This tree is grow¬
ing in quantity at Box-hill in Surry, and has given name to that place.

This was planted by a late Duke of Norfolk, and has succeeded so
well, that the wood has been cut twice, and sold each time for treble the
value of the fee-simple of the land.

It forms a better cover for <jame than any other plant; and being
very bitter, is not liable to be destroyed by any animal eating it down.
An infusion of the leaves is frequently given as a vermifuge with good
effect.

There is a smaller variety of this, much used for making edging t°
gravel walks in gardens.

110. CARPINUS Betidus. The Hornbeam.— This grows to a large
tree, but is not of much account as timber : it is however very useful
informing ornamental fences, and is well adapted to this purpose
from the tendency of its young branches to grow thick.
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111. CLEMATIS Filalha. Traveller's Joy. —A beautiful creeping
shrub icry useful to the farmers for making shackles for gates and
hurdles, or witlis for tying' faggots and other articles. Wh- never this
plant is found in the hedges, &c. it is a certain indication of a ckalky
Under stratum in the soil.

112. CORNUS sanguinea. Dog-wood. —This is planted in pleasure-
grounds as an ornamental shrub, and from the red appearance of the
Wood in the winter forms a beautiful constrast in plantations. It is
also used by butchers for making skewers.

113. CORYLTJS Avellana. The Hazel.— Is a well known shrub of
large growth producing nuts, which are much admired. The Filbert
is an improved variety of this plant. The farmers in Kent are the best
managers of Filberts, and it is the only place where they are grown
with any certainty; which appears to be owing principally to the
trees being regularly pruned of the superfluous wood. It is performed
in the month of March when the plants are in bloom, and is the only
time when the fruit-bearing wood can be distinguished.

114. CRATffiGUS Aria. White Beam-Tree.—Is a beautiful tree
Producing very hard wood, and is much in esteem for cogs of mill-
Work and various other purposes.

115. CRATAEGUS Oxyacantha. The Quickset, or White-Thorn. —
This is in great request fur making fences, and is the best plant we
know for such purposes if properly managed. It is readily propagated
by sowing the hips, or fruit, which does not readily grow the first
season ; it is therefore usual to bury them mixed with saw-dust, or
Sand, one year, and then to sow them in beds.

116. DAPHNE Laureola. Spurge- or Woob-Laurel. —Is used in
tuedicine; which see.

We have many species of Daphne which are very ornamental to
°Ur shrubberies and green-houses : these are propagated principally by
grafting; and the Wood-Laurel being hardy and of ready growth
forms the stock principally used. It is readily propagated by seeds,
Which in three years will make plants large enough for this purpose.

The plant in all its paits is excessively acrid. I remember a man
being persuaded to take the leaves reduced to powder, as a remedy
for Sipbylis, and be died in consequence in great agony in a few
hours.

117. DAPHNE Mezerimn. Mezi hion ___Is a very beautiful shrub,
and is one of the earliest productions of Flora, often exhibiting its
brilliant scarlet flowers in January and February. We have also a white
Variety of this shrub in the gardens. The bark and roots are ex¬
tremely acrimonious, and are used in medicine.

r"
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118. ERICA vulgaris. Tun Common Heath, I] father, or Li> g —
This spontaneous produce of most of our sandy waste lands is of mut b
usiri rural eeconomy.

It is of considerable value for making brooms, and affords food to
sheep, goats, and other animals ; particularly to the grouse and
heath-cock. The branches of heath placed upright in a wooden frame
form the couch of repose to the brave Highlander. It is also stated
that an excellent beverage via brewed from the tons of this plant, but
the art of making it is now loit. This is the most common of the
species, but all the others have similar properties. They are very or¬
namental plaits. A numerous variety of heaths are brought from the
Cape of Good Hope, and afford great pleasure to the amateur of exotic
plants, being the greatest ornaments to our green-houses,

119. EUONYMUS euTQp&us. Spindle-Tree. —An ornamental shrub-
The wood is in great request for making skewers for butchers, as it does
not impart any unpleasant taste to the meat.

120. FAGTJS Castanea. The Spanish Cheshtjt. —This tree produces
timber similar to. oak in point of durability, and the bark also contain 8
a considerable quantity of tannin. The Chesnut was in greater plenty
in this country many years ago than at the present day; large forest*
are represented to have been in the neighbourhood of London ; and we
are led to believe such way have been the care, as many of the old
buildings when examined have been found to be built of this timber.
The fruit is used as a dainty at table; but the variety which is brought
from Portugal and Spain is much larger than what are grown in this
country. The large kind imported from those countries is grafted.
and kept on purpose for the fruit. It is an improvement to graft this
variety by taking the scions from trees in bearing, and they will pro¬
duce fruit in a few years and in a dwarf state.

121. FAGUS sylvalica. Tun TIffcit.— The timber of the Beech i*
valuable for making wheels, and is applied to many other useful pur¬
poses in domestic ceconomy. The seeds of the Beech are very useful
for fattening hogs.

This tree affords many beautiful varieties in foliage, the handsomest
of which is the Copper Beech, whose purple leaves form a fine contrast
in colour with the lively green of the common sort.

123. FRAXINUS exahior. The Asa*.-—The wood of the Ash is
considered the best timber for all purposes of strong husbandry uten*
sils. The wheels and axle-trees of cai riages, the shafts for carts, and the
cogs for mill-work, are principally made of this timber. The young
wood when grown in coppices is useful for bop-poles, and the small un¬
derwood is said to a fluid the best fuel of any when used green. Cop¬
pice-land usually sells for a comparatively greater price according aS
this wood prevails in quantity, on account of its good quality as fuel
alone.
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124 HEDERA Helix. Ivy. —A common plant in woods, and often
planted in shady places to hide walls and buildings. The leaves are
good food for deer and sheep in winter. The Irish Ivy, which was
brought from that country, is a fine \ariety with broad leaves. It
was introduced by Earl Camden.

125. HIPPOPHAE Rhamnoides. Sea Buckthorn. —This is a scarce
shrub; but is very useful as a plant for forming shelter on the hills
near the sea-coast, it having been found to stand the sea-breeze better
than any plant of the kind that is indigenous to this country.

126. ILEX aquifolium. Holly. —A well-known evergreen of sin¬
gular beauty, of which we have many varieties, both striped, and of
different colours in the leaf. Birdlime is made from the inner bark of-
this tree, by beating it in a running stream and leaving it to ferment
in a close vessel. If iron be heated with charcoal made of holly with
the bark on, the iron will be rendered brittle ; but if the bark be taken
off, this effect will not be produced. Ray's [forks and Travels by Scott.

127. JUNIPERUS communis. JuKifEit,—An evergreen shrub, very
common on waste lands. The berries are used in preparing the well-
known spiritous liquor gin, and have been considered of great use in
medicine.

128. LIGUSTRUM vulgare. Privet. —A shrub of somewhat hum¬
ble growth, very useful for forming hedges where shelter is wanted
more than strength. It bears clipping, and forms a very ornamental
fence. There is a variety of this with white berries, and another nearly
evergreen.

129. MESPILUS germanica. The Medlar. —Is cultivated for its
fruit, and of which we have a variety called the Dutch Medlar; it is
larger than our English one, but I do not think it better flavoured.

130. PINUS sylvestris. The Scotch Fir. —A very useful tree in
plantations for protecting other more tender sorts when young. It
is also now very valuable as timber :—necessity, the common parent of
invention, has taught our countrymen its value. When foreign deal
was worth twenty pounds per load, they contrived to raise the price of
this to about nine or ten pounds, and it was then thought proper for use;
before which period, and when it could be bought for little money,
it was deemed only fit for fuel. On the South Downs I know some
plantations of this tree, which have been sold, after twenty-five years
growth, at a price which averaged a profit of twenty shillings per an¬
num per acre, on land usually let for sheep-pasture at one shilling and
six-pence.

131. POPULUS alba. White Povlar. This is a very ornamentalE
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tree. The leaves on the under surface are of a fine white, and on the
reverse of a very dark green ; and when growing on large trees are truly
beautiful, as every breath of air changes the colour as the leaves
move. The wood of all the species of poplar is useful for boards, or
any other purposes if kept dry. It is much in demand for floor-boards
for rooms, it not readily taking fire; a red-hot poker falling on a board,
would burn its way through it, without causing more combustion than
the hole through which it passed.

132. POPULUS manilifera. Canada Povlar —This is also known
by the name of Black Italian Poit.ar, but from whence it had this name
I do not know. This species, which is the finest of all the kinds,
grows very commonly in woods and hedges in many parts of Worcester¬
shire and Herefordshire, where it reaches to prodigious sizes. Perhaps
no timber is more useful than this ; it is very durable, and easy to be
converted to all purposes in building. The floors of a great part of
Downton Castle, the seat of R. Payne Knight, Esq. are laid with this
wood, which have been used forty years and are perfectly sound.
Trees arc now growing on his estate which are three and four feet in
diameter. I have one growing in my Botanic garden which is eight
years old, and measures upwards of six cubic feet of timber. The
parent of this tree which grew at Brompton I converted ioto boards.
It was nineteen years growing; and when cut down it was worth
upwards of fourteen pounds, rating it at the then price of deal, for
which it was a good substitute. Some fine specimens of this tree are
also to be seen at Garnins, the seat of Sir J. G, Cotterell, Bart, the
present worthy member for the county of Hereford.

133. PR.ONUS domestka. The Common Plom-tree —This is the
parent of our fruit of this name.

13-i. PRUNUS Cerasus. Wild Cherry-tree.— Is the parent of our
fine cherries. It is cultivated much in Scotland for the timber, which
is hard, and of use for furniture and other domestic purposes. It is the
best and most lasting stock for grafting on. Persons who are about to
plant this fruit would do well to inquire into the nature of the stock, as
no fruit-tree is so liable to disease and become gummy as cherries arc,
and that is often much owing to the improved kinds being sown for stocks,
which are of a more tender texture and of course less hardy than this.

135. PRUNUS insililia. Sloe tree. —Ts of little use except when
it occurs in fences. The fruit is a fine acid, and is much used by the
common people, mixed with other fruits less astringent and acid, to
flavour made wines. It is believed that much Port wine is improved by
the same means.

136. PYRUS communis. Pear-tree. —This is the parent of all our
fine varieties of this fruit, and is used as the stock for propagating them j
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these are raised from seeds for that purpose. The wood of the Pear-
tree is in great esteem for picture frames, it receiving a stain better
than almost any other timber known.

137. PYRUS Malas. Crab tree. —A tree of great account, as be¬
ing the parent of all our varieties of apples, and is the stock on which.
the fine varieties are visually grafted. A dwarf variety of this tree,
called the Paradise Apple, is used for stocks for making dwarf apple
trees for gardens.

The juice of the Crab is called verjuice, which is in considerable
demand for medicinal and other purposes.

138. QCERCUS Rohur. The Oak.—Is a well known tree peculiar
to Great Britain, and of the greatest interest to us as a nation. It is
of very slow growth ; but the timber is Aery strong and lasting, and
hence it is used for building our shipping. The bark is supposed to
contain more tannin than that of any other tree, and is valuable on that
account. The acorns, or fruit, are good food fo) hogs, which aie observ¬
ed to grow very fat when turned into the forests at the season when they
are ripe. The tiee is raided from the acorn, which grow.-, very readily.

We have accounts of Oak trees growing to great ages, and to most
enormous sizes. One instance is mentioned by F.veU n, of one grow¬
ing at Cowthorp, near Weatherby, in 1776, which within three feet
of the ground was sixteen yards in circumference, avid its height about
eighty-five feet. Hunter's Evelyn's Sylva, p. 500.

139. ROSA ruH'finosa, Sweet-briar. —Is a very fragrant shrub, for
which it has long been cultivated in the gardens. There are several
varieties in the nurseries; as the Double-flowering, Evergreen, &c,
which are much esteemed.

140. RUBUS ldarus. The Raspberry. —Produces a well known
fruit in great esteem, and of considerable use both as food and for
medicine.

141. RUBUS/mrieosus. Bramble. —Produces a black insipid fruit,
but which is used by the poor people for tarts and to form a made
wine : when mixt with the juice of sloes it is rendered very palatable.

142. RUBUS c<s*ius. —Is a dwarf kind of bramble, and produces
fruit of a pleasant acid, and where it grows in plenty it is used by the
poor people for pies and other purposes of domestic eeconomy.

143. SAL1X Rvsselliana. The Willow. —No trees in this country are
of more use than the species of this genus: many are grown for basket-
makers in form of osiers, and other larger sorts serve for stakes, rails,
hop-poles, and manv other useful purposes. The bark of several

E 2
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species has been considered as useful for tanning Iratl pr. The char¬
coal of the Willow isaKo much in demand for making gunpowder.

144. SALIX viminalis. The Osier. —These are cultivated in watery
places for making baskets, which are become a profitable article, and
are the shoots of one season's growth cut every winter. The species
best adapted to this purpose, besides the common osier, are

The Salix vitdlina. Golden Willow.
The Salix monandria. Monandrous Willow.
The Salix iriandria. Tmndrous Willow.
The Salix mollissima. Silky-leaved Willow.
The Salix slipularis. Auriculated Osier.
The Salix purpurea. Bitter Purple Willow.
The Salix Helix. Rose Willow.
The Salix hamlertmna. Eoyton Willow.
The Salix Furbyana. Basket Osier.
The Salix rubra. Green Osier.
The Salix nigricans. Dark Purple Osier.

145. SAMBUCUS nigra. Elder.— The timber of the Elder is use¬
ful for making musical instruments, and the berries made into wine
and fermented make a useful and valuable beverage. A variety with
green berries is much esteemed fur wine also.

146. SORRUS Ancvparia. Quicken-tree, or Mountain-Ash. —la
this part of Britain we usually find this tree in plantations, w here it is
very ornamental; and the berries, which are of a line scarlet, are
the food of many species of birds. The wood is also useful for posts,
&c. and is considered lasting.

147. SORBUS dumeslica. True Service. —Produces a fruit much
like the Medlar, and when ripe is in great esteem. The only tree in
this country in a wild state, is growing in Bewdley Forest, Worcester¬
shire.

148. SPARTIUM Scoparium. Broom. —Ts a very ornamental plant,
and is used for making besoms. It was once considered as a specific
in the cure of the dropsy, but is now seldom used for medicinal pur*
poses.

149. STAPHYLEA jtinnata. Bladder-nut.—- This is not a common
plant in this country. E know of no other use to which it is applied,
but its being cultivated in nurseries and sold as an ornamental shrub.
The seed-vessel, from whence it takes its name, is a curious example
of the inflated capsule.

150. TAMARUC gallica^ A sbmb of large growth \ and being less
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affected by the sea breeze than any other, is useful to form a shelter
in situations where the bleak winds will not admit of trees of more ten¬
der kinds to flourish.

151. TAXUS baccata. The Yew —Was formerly much esteemed
for making bows : but since those instruments of war and destruction
have given place to the more powerful gun-powder, it is not so much
in request. The wood is *erv hard and durable, and admits of a fine
polish. The foliage of Yew is poisonous to cattle, who wUl readily eat
it, il cut and thrown in their way in frosty weather.

152. TILIA europxa. The Lime or I.vnden-tree. — Is a very or¬
namental tree in plantations, and from its early putting forth its leaves
is much esteemed. The flowers emit a very fine scent„and the inhabi¬
tants of Switzerland make a favourite beverage from them The wood
is very soft, though white and beautiful. It is much used for the or¬
namental boxes, &.C so well known by the name of Tunbndge-ware.

153. VACC1NIUM utigimmnu Great Bilberry. Vaccinium PlftJ
idaa, Red Whortlb-berey, and Vaccinium Oxycoccos, Cranberry,—
are all edible fruits, but do not grow in this part of the kingdom.
Great quantities of Cranberries are imported every winter and spring
from Russia ; they are much esteemed by the confectioners for tarts,
8cc. and are sold at high prices. These three kinds grow only in wet
boggy places. A species which is native of America, called Vac-
cioium macrocarpon, has been very successfully cultivated at Spring
(hove by Sir Joseph Banks, Bart, and which has also been attempted
in various other places, but not with the same sucee-s. The fruit of
this species is larger and of better flavour than either of the other kinds.

154. VACCINIUM Myrlillus. Whorts, or Bilberries.— To a com¬
mon observer this would appear to be a very insignificant shrub; it
is not uncommonly met with on our heaths: but it is only in particular
places where it fruits in abundance, and in such districts it is of con¬
siderable value.

The waste lands on Hindhead and Blackdown in Surry and Sussex
are noticed for producing this fruit, which is similar to Black Currants.
They are gathered in the mouths of August and September, and sold
at the neighbouring markets.

In a calculation of the value of this plant with an intelligent nur-
servman in that county, we found that from 5001 to TOO/, were earned
and realized annually by the neighbouring poor, who employed their
families in this labour, and who are in the habit of travelling many
miles for the purpose. The fruit is ripe in August, and at that season
is met with in great plenty in all the neighbouring towns.

155. VISCUM album. Misselto.— A parasitical plant well known,
and formerly of much repute in medicine, but wholly disregarded m
the present practice. Birdlime is made from the berries.

E 3
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Dr. Pulteney in tracing the history of Botanic science quotes Pliny
for an account of the veneration in which this plant was held by the
Druids, who attributed almost divine efficacy to it, and ordained the
collecting' it with rites and ceremonies not short of the religious strict¬
ness winch was countenanced by the superstition of the age. It was cut
with a golden knife, and when the moon was six days old gathered by
the priest, who was clothed with white for the occasion, and the plant
received on a white napkin, and two white bulls sacrificed. Thus con¬
secrated, Misselto was held to be an antidote to poison, and prevented
sterility. Query, Has not the custom of hanging up Misselto at merry¬
makings, and the ceremony so well known among our belles, some
relation to the above sacrifice ?

156. ULEX europceus. Common Furze. —The culture of this shrub
is given in the Agricultural Plants, being good fur feeding cattle \ its
principal use however is for fuel, and it is frequently grown for such pur¬
poses. It is common on most of our waste lands. It also forms good
fences, but should always be kept short and young, otherwise it be¬
comes thin, especially in good land where it grows up and makes large
bushes.

, 157. ULMUS cawpestris. The Elm. —We have a number of varie¬
ties of the Elm; the most esteemed is that with the smooth bark.
The timber has been long in request for water-pipes, and for boards,
which are converted into various uses in domestic ceconomy.

158. ULMUS montawa. Broad*leaved Elm. —This has not been
considered of so great value as the common sort, but it is of much more
free growth ; and I have been informed that in the West of England
the timber has been found to be good and lasting.

Sect. VII.— PLANTS USEFUL IN MEDICINE.

The initial letters in this class distinguish the Pharmacopeia in which
each plant is inserted.

" By the wise and unchangeable laws of Nature established by a Being
infinitely good and infinitely powerful,—not only man, the lord of the
creation, ' fair form who wears sweet smiles, and looks erect on hea¬
ven,' but every subordinate being becomes subject to decay and death :
pain and disease, the inheritance of mortality, usually accelerate his
dissolution. To combat these, to alleviate when it has not the power
to avert, Medicine, honoured art! comes to our assistance.

" H will not be expected that we should here give a history of thi*
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