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Sect. V .—MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES.

94. CANNABIS saliva. Hemp. —This plant is cultivated in some parts
of this country. It is usually sown in March, and is fit to harvest in
October. It is then pulled up and immersed in water ; when the
woody parts of the stalks separating from the bark, which sloughs off
and undergoes a decomposition by which the fibres are divided, it is
then combed [hackled), dried, and reduced to different fineness of tex¬
ture, and spun for various purposes. It requires good land, and the
seed is usually two bushels and a half per acre.

The seed, which ripens about the time the hemp is pulled, is useful
for feeding birds and poultry, and very nourishing.

95. DIPSACUS Fidlomim. Fuller's TYa'.le.— The beads of this
plant are used for combing kerseymeres and the liner broad cloths. The
beads are generally tit to cut about the latter end of August, and are
then separated and made up into bundles, and sold to the clothiers.
The large heads are called Kngs; the next size Middlings; and the
Smaller Minikins. The reason they are separated before sending to
market is, that the large and small will not fit together on the frame
in which they are fixed to the water-wheel, so that it is'usual for the
proprietor of the fulling-mills to purchase all of either one or the other
size. The crop is considered very valuable, but the culture is confined
to a small district in Somersetshire. The plant is biennial, and is usually
sown in May, and the crop kept hoed during that season. In the fol¬
lowing spring the plants bloom, and when the seeds are ripe the heads
are fit for cutting ; when they are assorted as above for the dealers.
Three pounds of seed are used to an acre, and the plants at the last
stirring are left from two feet to two feet and a half apart.

96. HUMULUS Lupulus. The Hop.— The Hop is cultivated for
brewing, being the most wholesome bitter we have, though the brewers
are in the habit of using other vegetable bitters, which are brought
from abroad and sold at a much cheaper rate. There is, however, a
severe penalty on using any other than Hops for such purpose.

The Hops are distinguished by several varieties grown in Kent,
Worcestershire, and at Farnham. The last place produces the best
kind. For its culture more at length see Agriculture of Surry, by Mr.
Stevenson.

97. ISATtS tincloria. Wojd. —Is cultivated in fha county of
Somersetshire. It is used, after being prepared, for dyeing &c. It is
Said to be the mordant used for a fine blue on woollen. The foliage,
wbieh is like Spinach, is gathered during the summer months, and
steeped in vats of water. After some time a green fecula is deposited
'n the bottom of the water, which is washed, and made into cakes and
sold for use.
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It is a perennial plant, and found wild in great abundance near
Guildford, where great quantities might be gathered for use, and
■where a great deal of the seed could be collected. Its culture is very
similar to that of the Teazle, with this difference, it requires the hoe
at work constantly all the summer months.

The two plants Weld and YVoad from the similarity of names are
frequently confounded with each other, and some of the best agricul¬
tural writers have fallen into this error. Tbey are two very different
plants, and ought to he well defined, being each of them of very ma¬
terial consequence in this country.

98. LINUM usitaHssimum. Tiax, or "Lint-seed. —Is grown for the
purpose of making cloth, and has been considered a very profitable
crop. The culture and management is similar to that of Hemp, and
the seeds are in great demand for pressing. Lintseed oil, which it pro¬
duces, is much used by painters, and is the only vegetable oil that
is found fit for such purposes in general. The seeds are of several uses
to the farmer ; a tea is made of it, and mixed with skimmed milk, for
fattening house-lambs and calves. Oxen are often fattened on the
seed itself; but the cakes alter the oil is expressed are a very common
and most excellent article for fattening both black cattle and sheep.
These are sold at from 10/. to [61. per thousand.

It will require three bushels of Flax-seed for one acre, as it must
be sown thick on the laud. Lintseed cake has been used also for ma¬
nure; and I have seen fine crops of Turnips where it has been powdered
and sown in the drills with the seed.

99. RESEDA htteola. Dyfr's-Weed, or Weld. —Is often confounded
with Woad, but is altogether a very different plant. Weld is cultivated
on the chalky hills of Surry, being sown under a crop of Barley, and the
second year cleaned by hoeing, and then left to grow till it blooms,
when it is pulled and tied up in small bundles, and after drying is sent
to market, where it is purchased for dyeing yellow, and is in great re¬
quest.

100. RUBIA tinctoria. Madder. —This very useful dyeing drug
used to be grown in this country in considerable quantities, but it is
not cultivated here at the present time. The principal part of what
is used now is brought from Holland, and affords a considerable article
of trade to he Dutch farmers. Those who wish to be informed of the
mode of culture may consult Professor Martyn's edition of Miller's
Dictionary.

Some years since Sir Henry Knglefield, Bart., obtained a premium
from the Society of Arts for the discovery of a fine tint drawn from
Madder, called the Adrianople red. It was fonnd that it was to be
obtained from a variety of the Rubia brought from Smyrna; and Mr.
Smyth, our consul at that city, was prevailed on by Dr. Charles Taylor
to procure seeds from thence, which the Society did me the honour of
committing to my care; and 1 have now a considerable stock of that
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kind, from whence 1 have myself obtained the same beautiful and su¬
perior tint. See Tram. Soc. Ails. vol. 27, p. 40.

101. ULEX eitropxus. Furze, Gorse, or Wink.'—Is used in hus¬
bandry for fences, and is also much cultivated for fuel for burning lime,
: atirrs ovens, &c. Cattle and sheep relish it much; but it cannot be
^aten by them except when young, in consequence of its strong spines;
to obviate which an implement lias been invented for bruising it. When
't grows wild on our waste land, it is common to set it on fire in the-
Summer mouths, and the roots and stems will throw up from the ground
young shoots, which are found very useful food for sheep and other
animals. It is readily grown from seeds, six pounds of which will be
euough for an acre of land.

PLANTS USEFUL IN THE ARTS.

Sect. VI.—BRITISH TREES AND SHRUBS.
102. ACER, Psacdo-Platanus. Sycamore. —The wood of this tree is

s»ft and of little use, unless it is for the turners' purposes, who
■hake boxes and other small toys of it. It is not of value as timber.

103. ACER campeslre. The Maple. — Before the introduction of
^tahogany and other line woods the Maple was the principal wood used
ft>r all kinds of cabinet work, and was much esteemed : the knobs
*hich grow on those trees in an old state afforded the most beautiful
Specimens, and according to Evelyn were collected by the curious at
Sreat prices. The Maple trees in this country are none of them at the
Present day old enough to afford that line-veined variegation in the
"•tuber which is alluded to in this account.

. 104. ARBUTUS Unedo. The Strawberry-Trce.—Is a native of the
Elands in the celebrated Lake of Killarney in Ireland, where it grows
' 9 a large size. We know of no particular use to which it is applied,
jt is however one of our most ornamental evergreen shrubs, producing
beautiful flowers, which vary from transparent white to deep red, in
he winter months, at which season also the fruit appears ; which

hiking twelve months to come to maturity affords the singular phseno-
'ut 'non in plants, of having lively green leaves, beautiful flowers, and
"lit as brilliant as the richest strawberry, in the very depth of our

Winter. We have a fine <
'1r'(l also one with double
">ental to the shrubbery.

*'nter. We have a fine variety of this plant with scarlet blossoms,
'l! "l also one with double flowers, both of which are singularly orna-
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