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of flour and saw-mills. Here the place seems to vibrate
with tlie throbbing of tlic water-wheels at work between
tbe piers below, and tlio clatter of thc macbinery above;
whilst there is a kind of mixed smell of new bread and
turpentine from tlie sacks of flour and sawdust hard by.
Before the mill-doors, too, stand wagons with sides like
plate-racks, and with tlie unyoked oxen feeding in front of
them, as they wait for their load. Here dusty-haired miliers
are seen lolling out of the Square window-holes, and the path-
way is littered with huge trunks of trees, sliced three parts
down into planks, and looking like immense fans, or logs
divided into so many leaves.

Then, as tlie one wagon crawls by, you can feel the
very piles and joists of the bridge totter again; and on your
return the wind blows smartly down the long covered way,
as if it were some ventilating shaft to the town.

§2.

Of tue Moeai Creed of the Prüssians — Duelling — Sense
of Fair Play — Wellington and Blücher — English and
Foreign Judges —-Deficient Gentlejianly Feelikg —
Treatment of Poor and Seryants.

That the Prussian people are not remarkable as a body for
their wisdom — even though there be a greater amount of
school-learning in the kingdom than in any other European
State ■—none who have read the preceding articles can for a
monient doubt. But if clear-headedness be not their forte, they
are, perhaps, good-hearted, and are kindly and charitable to
one another; and, moreover, impressed with so high a sense of
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honour, tliat they would not only be incapable of any mean-
ness themselves, but unwilling to witness any wrong done by
others to their fellows : — in a word, if we are unable to speak
of them as an intellcctual race, can we, consistently with
trutb, call tliem a noble, a generous, a just, a kindly, or a
Philanthropie one ?

Let us see.
Last "Fastnacht'''' (Shrove Tuesday) a public "Mashirte

BaV was given at Treves, and late in tne evening a Prussian
officer went to rouse a companion-in-arms, who was asleep on
one of the tables in tlie refreshment-room. As he shook his
friend, and called him by his name, a Jew, who was drinking
there, mocked him; whereupon the officer seized a glass of
wine that was standing near him, and dashed the Contents into
the Israelite's face. The Jew muttered some words of revenge
between his teeth, and withdrew from the " saal." The officers
returned to the ball-room, and shortly after, while they were
dancing there, the Hebrew came back and threw a tumbler of
water at the lieutenant who had treated him in a similar man¬
ner. In an instant the officer's sword was unsheathed, and the
Jew, though unarmed, attacked upon the spot; he raised a
chair to defend himself, but was soon run through the body,
and whilst in the act of falling, thrust through the throat bv
the enraged lieutenant, On the morrow the officer went to Ina
colonel, and reported himself as having " stuck a Jew," where¬
upon he was placed under arrest, and subsecuiently tried; but
though he was found guilty, the punislunent awarded was
nominalhj a year's confinement in the fortress of Ehrenbreit-
stein, but which virtually consisted in being compelled to re¬
turn to his quarters at the same hour as the private soldiers
every night.

It may, however, be urged in justification of so lenient a
sentence, that it is neecssary to uphold a high feeling of
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" lionour" among gentlemen in the army; though, surely,
honour, even in Prussia, cannot bc supposed to lie in drawing
a sword upon a defenceless man.

In Prussia it is by no means uncommon to see the face of
gentlemen seamed with long white scars. These are generally
the inarks of " honourable" wounds obtained in duels tliat
were fought during the University life of the individuals ; and
in the cemetery at Bonn tombstones may be seen bearing
some such tragic record of boy-murders (see ante, p. 130).

This species of sanguinary barbarism is winked at by the
authorities of Prussia, wbere it is still believed to bc noble to
take life, and where the silly and savage custom of duelling
to this day prevails— silly, because the trial by single combat,
though, perhaps, justifiable amid the ignorance and super-
stition of the Middle Ages (for in the wager of battle God
was supposed to "defend the right"), becomes an idiotic
ceremony, now that we no longer believe the Almighty pro-
nounces his judgments at affairs of honour and savage ferocity;
and silly, because in times of police, when personal defence is
reudered unnecessary, the qualities of the bulldog cease to be
a virtue.

The Prussians, moreover, are, as a nation, utterly ignorant
of that kind of chivalrons equity which in England is denomi-
nated "fair play"- —indeed, there is no word in German by
which to express the idea. Hence, not oidy do we find officers to
believe it to be honourable to draw their swords on defenceless
inen, but almost every German carries a long knife, which the
law alone restrains him from using at each insult. In illustra-
tion of this custom we may remind the reader, that when the
German Legion quarrelled with our Marines at Shorncliffe,
the Deutschers drew their knives upon our men, though the
Marines used only their belts against the Legion.

Hence it is idle to teil the reader that a Prussian neither
VOL. II. B B
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thinks it unfair to strike or kick an antagonist on the ground,
nor cowardly to attack a person much smaller or weaker than
himself. Two grown men may often be seen during some
street-brawl to flirt their hands like a fan close before eacli
otber's face, in very fear of striking a blow; and, on the otlier
band, two less cautious boys will, while quarrelling, slip
off their boots and proceed to batter one another's head with
the hob-nailed heels.* As an additional illustration of the
bravery of the Prussian youth, \ve may cite the fact, that at
the " Schwimm-schule " (swimming-school), where the pupils are
made to d'angle in the water by ineans of a rope attached to a
long pole—as if they were gigantic minnows at the end of a
Brobdignagian fishing-rod—grcat hulking lads may be re-
peatedly found heard to howl at the dread of entering the water.

* The following is the customary scene that precedes a street encounter
among the German boys :—

Smaller Boy (throwing a stone at another, and runniny off qfterwards as
fast as he can). Dau Laus-jung !—(Thou lousy brat!)

Bigger Boy irushing up to the other, and putting Ms face quite close to
that of the Smaller Boy, whilst he holds Ms clenched fist straight down by /äs
thigh). Machst dau dat noch ein mal sonst gebe ich dir ein paar tüchtige auf die
Backen.—(Doest thou that again, and I will give thee something strong to strike
against thy cheek.)

Smaller Boy (thrusting Ms face close against that ofthe Bigger Boy, and
holding Ms fist down by Ms thigh in the same manner as the other). Geh dau
nur Acht sonst kriegst dau auch ein paar.-—(Give heed, or eise thou wilt also
catch something.)

Bigger Boy (nodding Ms head very rapidly, close in front of the other's
face). Dau frecher Gasse jung! dau bist in den Püdelen geboren!—(Thou im-
pudent street urchin, thou be'st born in the gutters !)

Smaller Boy {showing his clenched teeth, and thrusting Ms fist further
behindhim). Dau Sou-hex !—(Thou pig-witch !)

Bigger Boy (also thrusting his fist further from him, and getting closer up
to the other). Rühre mich nur an.—(Lay only a finger on nie.)

Smaller Boy (drawing closer to the other as well). Ich will dir dat schon
zeigen.— (I will soon let thee see that.)

Bigger Boy (worhing his fist backwards and forwards by Ms side, as if he
was preparing for a stroke at billiards rather than to deal a blow at Ms anta-
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But if the Prussians be not characterised by an excess of
manly courage, assuredly they are not remarkable, as a body
of people, for any great nobility of spirit.

We were oncc speaking with a Coblenz professor concern-
ing the barbarous atrocity of the wounded Russians at Inker-
mann, who sbot young Edgington, of the 95th, whilst bis
generous enemy was in the act of giving him some water to
drink. "And wliy should they not so do?" inquired the simple
Deutsch savage. " They did want one another to kill, and
surely it was like a ' dummer Engländer ' to vish him some
vasser to give. Oh ! no, the Deutschers would never that do."
And the Lehrer clmckled, as if he believed any generosity
shown to an enemy to be an act of folly rather than virtue.

Now many may fancy that we do the Prussians some

gonisf). Ich bin gar nit bang vor dir du kleiner Kuweschen!— (I am not at all
afraid of thee, tliou little dwarf!)

Smaller Boy (worMng his fist backwards andforwaräs like the other). Ich
bin auch gar nit bang vor dir du geckiger Kerl!— (I be also not at all afraid of
thee, thou stupid dolt!)

Bigger Boy (growing white in the face). Dau wirst schön sehen.—(Thou
wilt soon see.)

Smaller Boy (running away as he cries). Dau laus-kop dat dau bist! dau
hast ja tausend Laus auf den Koff. Ich habe eine gesehen deinen Hals herunter
kreicben.—(Thou lousy head that thou be'st ! thou hast yet a thousand lice in
tby head. I have Seen one crawling down thy neck.)

The Bigger Boy chases the Smaller Boy and strikes him on the back, his
arm describing a half circle as he makes the blow, and his head being kept down
like that of a goat when butting.

Smaller Boy butts goot-fashion in return, and thumps roundly at the back
of the Bigger Boy for afew moments.

Bigger Boy begins to howl, and taking his leathern bell from round his
tunic, commences belabouring the head of the Smaller Boy with the mctal
clasp.

Smaller Boy removes his shoe, and thumps away at the crown of the
Bigger Boy with the heavy iron heel.

Both howl loudly, tili the mother of the Bigger Boy comes and drays
him from the encounter. Smaller Boy scampers off shouting, "Dau Laus-
kop dat dau bist! "

B B 2
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wrong by instancing the above as a type of the national feel-
ing, but that their greatest Generals have been equally defi-
cient in a sense of magnanimity, the following extract from the
" Wellington Despatches," concerning the conduct of Blücher
after the battle of Waterloo, will abundantly testify:—■

" General ---------- has been here this day to negotiate for Napoleon's
passing to America, to which commission I have answered that I have no
authority. The Prussians think the Jacobins wish to give him over to me,
believing that I will save his life. Blücher ivishes to kill him; but I have told
him that I shall remonstrate, and shall insist upon his being disposed of by
common accord. I have likewise Said that, as a private friend, I advised him
to have nothing to do with so foul a transaction; that he and 1 had acted too
distinguished parts in these transactions to become executioners; and that I
was determined, that if the sovereigns wished put him to death, they should
appoint an executioner,—that should not be me.

" Wellington." *

Not only, tlien, does the above letter stand as a lasting re-
cord as to the diflPerence between the characters of the Prus-
sian and English heroes of Waterloo, but to this day it may be
cited as an illustration of the difference of feelino- between theö

two nations.
Nor have even the better class of Prussian people any be¬

lief in the honesty of great men. According to their ideas,
every individual, however high his standing in a country, has
his price. Though they talk a great deal about their " Vater¬
land," the Germans, as a body, have little belief in the disinte-
restedness of patriotism, and are satisfied that even the noblest
among them would seil his country if he could oidy get enough
for it.

" Of course," said a Prussian " gentleman " to us, " your
Admiral Napier was bribed by Nicholas, or he would never
have come home without doing anything in the Baltic." This
was said as if we really had the same belief in the purchasa-

* Gurwood, vol. xii. p. 516.
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bility of honest Charley as the low-minded German Mmself;
and vvhen we politely informed the Prussian, that if he had
made such a speech in public Company in England he would
have been thrown out of window, he shook his head, and said,
—" Oh, the ' dummer Kerls,' we would not the best man among
us trust any farther than we could him see."

In order to probe to the bottom of this belief as to the
bribality of the chief functionaries of Prussia, we asked the
above worthy whether he really feit convinced that it was
possible to influence the decision of the judges of his country
by the private presentation of some gifts to them. He turned
the matter quietly over in his mind for some little time,
and then answered, " That money would certainly go a long
way in the Prussian Law Courts; but though he could not
remember any instance of a judge having been paid to give a
cause against a person, still he was quite sure about the corrup-
tibility of all the subordinate legal officers."

Whether such be really the case or not we cannot under-
take to state; all we can conscientiously affirm is, that no
Prussian has the same thorough belief in the Brutus-like
integrity of the judges of his country that we have in Eng¬
land. Whether the distrust arise from the moral ignorance
of the people, and their consequent incapability of believing
in acts of disinterestedness, or whether it proceed from a sense
of the low tone of moral feeling pervading the entire nation,
it is difficult to decide; but that the suspicion generally, if not
universally, exists, must be known to all who have lived for
any time among the Germans.

The members of the Prussian police, howevor, certainly
are not proof against the influence of groschens; this we can
vouch for from our own personal experience, for even the
superior officers of the coiys, if they have any business to
transact for you,—and the police manage all things in Prussia,
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— look for their fee at parting as naturally as a fashionable
pbysician.*

Moreover, tlie System of bribery is practised by every shop-
keeper upon every German domestic: for a servant never pays
a bill for her master but what she expects her customary allow-
ance of a groschen out of every tbaler. In the same manner, if
you happen to enter a shop with one of your young children,
the cunning tradesman will be sure to present the little thing
with some trifling article, as a means of bribing you yourself to
return to his establishment at a future time; and that this is
the real motive for the gratuity there cannot be a doubt, since,
owing to the utter selfishness of the people, no one in Prussia
would ever dream of giving airything for nothing.

This bribery and corruption of an entire household is fraught
with considerable inconvenience: the smallest evil in connexion
with the practice being that the groschens given to the servant
are added to the price of the articles you pay for; since, in
addition to this, your cook never rests quiet until she has
worried you into dealing with the butcher or baker who allows
her the highest per-centage out of your month's bills. If you
go to any other shop than her own favourite, either she daily
declares that the meat is tough, or the coffee has more than the
usual amount of burnt acorns with it, or eise the " milk breads"
are not so large as at Herr Kartofien's; so tuat not a morning
passes without some complaint about the tradespeople, until
she fairly worries or wheedles you into her own " Lagers.''''
Moreover, whenever you change maids you have the same

* During our stay at Coblenz a new Englisli chaplain came to do duty at the
town, and, being of a " sporting" turn of mind, he went into the fields one day
to shoot krammets-vogel (field-fares). The sentries on duty at the Karthauser
fortress heard the report of the clergyman's gun, and the field-police was directed
to look to the matter. The minister was found with two birds in possession and
no " schiesse-erlaubniss." The policeman vowed that he must have the
clergyman up betöre the court; but, on some half-dozen groschens being pre-
sented to the fellow, nothing more was heard of the matter.
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annoyance to go through with the new ones, each " Mädchen "
having a different set of tradesmen by whom she is retained.

Indeed, one universal f'eeling of distrust seeras to pervade
every class of soeiety in Germany. " I teil you I hate my
fellow-creatures!" said one of the principal hotel-keepers of
Coblenz to the British Chaplain; " and there isn't a Deutscher
in the whole town that I would give credit to for six thalers."

Nor is this f'eeling of suspicion limited only to pecuniary
matters. We hardly ever knew two Germans sit down in our
rooms at the same time; for though the couple might have
come to spend the evening with us, either of them would be
sure, immediately that a fellow-countryman entered, and the
one fancied the other was likely to stop, to remember, all of
a sudden, some urgent business to carry Ihm homewards,—
this one had forgotten bis door-key, (for all the houses in
Coblenz are closed at ten), and that had merely called to
apologise for having omitted to mention that he had promised
to meet Herr von Somebody at the Casino. No matter, too,
how lively or confidential the conversation had been before the
entry of the other, a dead silence would be sure to ensue
directly a second German put his head in at the door.

Thus it will be seen that the Prussians, taken in the aggre-
gate, have neither any nobility of feeling nor any of that high
sense of honour and generosity which is termed " chivalry of
nature." Assuredly there is hardly a costermonger in England
who has not perfect faith in the moral integrity of the judges
by whom the laws are administered; and scarcely a mechanic
would dream of doubting the pecuniary honesty of the ministers
governing the country. In Germany, however, there is such
a furious greed for groschens upon the heart of the whole nation
that no Deutsch virtue, however austere its character may ap-
pear to the world, is deemed to be privately proof against
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the temptation of thalers. Every one in Prussia,—ministers,
generals, judges, journalists, police and custom-house officers,
—are all regarded as capable of being lought, and every
interest and public good, on the contrary, as being liable to
be sohl. This proceeds partly from the phlegmatic and callous
nature of the race, and partly from the utter absence of all
moral education among the people. True, the schoolboys are
taught to say their "Katechismus" by heart, but such parrotry
never was known to make pupils admire magnanimity, or to
lead them to love the good merely for the good's sake. The
consequence is that the Germans, as a nation, are grossly
insensible to all moral greatness, and value every excellence
merely by the number of "Pfennings" it will bring.

" Herr Luther, the astronomer at Dusseldorf," said we to
a Lehrer of Coblenz, " has discovered a new planet."

" The large fool!" was the reply. " How many groschens
will tbat into his pocket put?"

From the tone of the teacher it was evident, that had he
learnt that the same individual had perilled his life to save
another's, tbe same high-minded response would have been
made,

Nor is there throughout Prussia anything equivalent to
what Englishmen term " gentlemanly feeling, — none of that
intense objection to any meanness or dirtiness of conduet,
—none of that freedom from all suspicion, and that generous
tendency to believe every one of our associates to be as
honourable as ourselves, until he is proved to be otherwise; —■
none of that liberal disposition to regard money as almost
valueless in comparison with the real dignities and charities
of life;—in fine, not a glimmer of any of the complex multitude
of positive and negative virtues which we in England believe
to be necessary for the moral Constitution of a true gentleman;
such a character, so far as our Observation goes, being

■
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utterly unknown in Deutschland. For, no matter how higli
the worldly Station of 'the individual we may converse with in
Germany,—be he even one of the so-called "nobles" of the
land,—you will find him, if you but probe the fellow by long
aequaintance to the core, either ready to justify the opening of
private letters, or eise to uphold the use of spies, as a social
institution, in order to obtain secret Information for the ministers
of the crown,— in a word, you will sooner or later discover
that he is as utterly insensible to all moral iigliness as well as
to all manly dignity as a Jew bumbailiff with us.

But, if there be little chivalrous feeling among the phleg-
niatic Germans of the present day—and surely it wants an
emotional race to be a generous and self-denying one—there
is, at the same time, but little sympathy to be round among
them for the sufferings of their less lucky fellow-countrymen.

In England, the general development of the feeling of phi-
lanthropy constitutes the peculiar feature of the age; so much
so, indeed, that many of our sterner writers have spoken of the
public commiseration that is now shown, even to the vilest
classes among us, as belonging to the " rose-water" school
of sentiment. But though, perhaps, our fellow-feeling may
occasionally lapse into the maudlin, it certainly speaks well
for our national character that many of the charitable institu-
tions of our land may be numbered amongst the most magni-
ficent edifices ofthe capital;—our hospitals, our schools for
the indigent blind, our asylums for Veteran seamen, being
absolute palaces designed for the shelter and relief of the poor.
Nor do we ourselves care much for the nation where the
" well-born " have not even imagination enough to view their
position in life as a lucky accident — a prize drawn in the
great lottery of existence; where the wealthy are unable to
comprehend the differcnce that would have been produced in



378 DOMESTIC MANNEliS OF THE l'KUSSIANS.

their own sentiments and feelings had they been born among
the needy classes; where tlie prosperous lack the sense to
see that their own worldly ädvantages are, in the generality
of cases, the result of birth or " good luck," or some peculiar
physieal or mental gift, rather than being prizes won solely
by their own exertions — and that the sufferings and defects of
the less lucky classes, on the other band, either spring in the
asffreffate from the eeneral frailties of human nature, or are the

necessary evils ofthe prevailing social arrangements, rather than
arising from any special vices of the people themselves; where,
indeed, the gentlefolks caimot perceive that the vulgär would
have been the same as they themselves, had Providence been
but equally kind to the poor—and the most refined, the same
as the unwashed, had Fate only treated the rieh as harshly
as the rest.

In Germany, no such sentimentality can be said to exist;
for though there are no poor-houses in the land, and the great
mass of the people almost as ill-conditioned as the peasantry
in Irela'nd, and though even black bread is becoming a luxury,
that is, being daily displaced from the tables of the poor by
the still cheaper potato—nevertheless beggary in Prussia is a
crime " bei Strafe verboten" (on pain of punishment forbidden).

Again, the treatment of the poorer class of domestics is
but little less harsh than our mediaeval villeinage.

" But will you teil her what will be her duties in the
house ?" said an English lady to a German, who was engaging
her first Deutsch servant for her, the lady naturally thinking
that it was necessary to see whether the girl objeeted to the
Situation.

" Oh! no, we never such foolish tings do," responded the
gentleman; " she is born to obey; and if she will not, you have
only to the ' Polizei'' to go, and they will soon make her."

" The ' Polizei! '" was the simple exclamation.

•



TIIEIK TREATMENT OF DOMESTICS. 379

" Ycs! she brings her character from the Police-office,"
added the Deutscher; "and if you did not choose to speak
vell of her ven she vas leaving you, they vould not let her
another place take."

Nor have these wretched bondwomen much induljxence
to hope for at the hands of their German mistresses. Many
" ladies " bave the coffee-grounds rc-burnt for tlie use of their
servants, and upon a decoction of these (without either milk
or sugar) and a piece of sour black bread, without butter, the
poor creatures have to make their breakfast, whilst their
dinner consists of the poorest possible soup and dough dum-
plings; so that when a German " braves Mädchen " hears tliat
English domestics sometimes grumble at having to eat cold
meat, she considers the story to be one of those Muncliau-
senisli exaggerations that travellers are supposed to delight in.
When the girl, too, finds that in an English family she gets
sugar and butter, and meat every day, she boasts to her less
lucky acquaintanccs that there is not a " Fürstin " in all
Deutschland that lives better than she.

Some of the serving-girls, again, have to sit without fire in
the winter nights, for even the wives of Generals we knew to
have the ashes rakcd out of the kitchen-stove immediately
after the dinner was cooked. And often when the poor crea¬
tures fall ill, they are left to moan in solitude in their wretched
loft, (the usual sleeping-place allotted to German servants), and
compelled to pay another girl to do their work for them.

" Yes," said one to us, " they are hard grinding mistresses,
and will have every groschen they may pay, out of the very
bones of any one who works for them. That poor woman you
see washing in the 'Hof yonder, has to stand at the tub from
5 o'clock in the morning tili 10 o'clock at night, and then
they will almost grumble to give her the eight groschens
(9%d.) in addition to the weak coffee and soup she has had



380 DOMKSTIC MANNEliS OF THE PKUSSIAKS.

in the course of her day's work; and yet, poor soul, she has
six children to keep at home."

That this is no extreme view of the hardships that the
Rhenish domestics have to endure at the hands of many of
their mistresses, we may cite the fact, which all who were in
Coblenz at the beginning of the year 1855 will well remember,
that at the time of the visit of some eminent Catholic mission-
aries to the town, they made the want of charity displayed by
the German mistresses to their servants the subject of one of
their discourses at the church.

Now, domestic servitude, especially with maids-of-all-work,
is no very pleasant lot, even in the best of houses; —to have to
bear the tyranny of every burst of temper, without exhibiting
even the least sign of displeasure; — to be upbraided in no
very measured terms, and yet not permitted to say a word
even though the accusation be iinjust; — to be doomed to the
almost solitary confmement of a kitchen, and yet allowed to
speak to no one, even on the doorstep of an evening; — to
know no rest from labour, not even of a Sunday, except for
one day in each month; — and to feel that your very bread
depends lipon the caprice of mistresses, who may object to give
you a character immediately the least ill-feeling arises in their
minds; — all these, surely, would be feit as severe trials, even
by the most philosophic of mankind. But when we add to
the above list of hardships that of coarse, ungenerous food,
as well as utter neglect at the time of illness, and the con-
tinual dread of the police for the least offence — together
with such a mere pittance in the shape of wages for the work,
that nothing but beggary seems to await the poor things in
their old age, and that too in a land where begging is " bei
Strafe verboten;" — surely even a " stone-heart" would be
softened, and show some littlc consideration for the sufferings
of these wretched " braves Mädchens " of Deutschland,
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THE CONCILIUM'S SAAL AT CONSTANZ.

The diocese of Constanz, in the " good old " Papal times,
numbered, besides its cathedral, 22 collegiate churches, 350 mo-
nasteries, including 49 abbcys, and more than 2000 parishes.
During the reign of tlie Emperor Sigismund it boasted 17,000
priests, and its bishop was lord of more than 100 Castles and
villages, besides being Sovereign-Governor of Constanz, Baron
of the Island of Reichenau, Director of the Circle of Suabia,
and Prince of the Empire—and having his chancellors, minis-
ters, and guards, in true monarchical style.

The famous Council held in this city, in the years 1414-18,
is said to have been attended by no less than a hundred
thousand strangers, bringing with them as many as 30,000
liorses. The Diet was composed of deputies, civil and eccle-
siastic, from all parts of Christendom, and included, besides
princes, 30 cardinals, 20 archbishops, 150 bishops, 4 patriarchs,
200 professors of universities and doctors of theology—together
with a multitude of ambassadors, inferior prelates, abbots,
friars, &c.

Indeed, the concourse of ecclesiastics and others flocking
from all parts of Christendom to the Council was such, that
not only were the houses in the town crowded to the attics
with lodgers, but booths had to be erected in the streets, while
thousands of pilgrims remained encamped in the fields without
the walls. Religious processions, representations of miracles,
and entertainments of every description, hourly followed each
other; and thousands of individuals were employed solely in
transporting thither the choicest delicacies of Europe for the
maintenance of the assembled nobles and clergy.
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At this period Constanz itself contained somo 40,000 in-
habitants; its cloth manufactures were thc most celebrated
throughout Europe, and its wealth the envy of all Germany.
The Session of the Council, however, attracted towards the
town such an enormous host of strangers, that its working
population and artisans were obliged to quit the city on account
of the dearness of provisions and lodgings. The emigrants
retired to the Canton of St. Gall, where they settled, and
since that period Constanz has never regained its ancient
prosperity.

The Council had for its main object the vindication of the
authority of the General Councils, to which the Roman Pontiff
was declared to be amenable; or, in other words, it sought, first,
to put an end to the schism of the three Anti-Popes who then
divided the Romish Church, viz. Gregory XII., who had been
elected during the minor schism in the East, while Bene¬
dict XIII. (the Anti-Pope of Avignon) yet lived — and the
infamous John XXIII., who had been chosen during the
"greater schism" which followed. The second object of
the Council was to consider and report on the doctrines of
the " arch-heretic," John Huss.

Indeed, the Diet professed to have but one single end
in view — the remedying of the abuses of the Church.
Accordingly, it commenced its proceedings with a declaration
that a Council of the heads of the Church obtained, throu<rh3 O

divine right, supreme authority in all matters of religion—even
superior to that of the Pope. Its next step, therefore, was to
depose the existing Popes, and to elect Martin V. in their
stead.

The crowning act of the Council, however,—an act which
casts everlasting odium on its members — was the treacherous
imprisonment and subsequent burning of John Huss, even
though bis protection had been guaranteed by the Warrant of



TUE CONCILIÜM S SAAL AT CONSTANZ. 383

"safe-conduct" granted him by the President of the Assembly
— the Emperor Sigismund himself.

This JühnHuss was a Bohemian, and had assumed, as was
usual in those days, the name of his native village, Hussinecz,
wliicli signified "goose." Born of humble parents on the 6th
of July, 1373 (for, say the Chronicles of Constanz, he was " 43,
and not a day," at the time of his martyrdom), John Huss was
indebted for his education to the bounty of one of the nobles of
Bohemia. During his studentship at the New University of
Prague lie carried off many honours; and having been ordained
priest in 1400, he was made minister to Bethlehem chapel in
the Bohemian capital, and the year after elected Dean of the
Faculty of Philosophy, being ultimately installed as Rector of
the University. The Queen of Bohemia, too, appointed him
her confessor, and he was even favoured by the King Wenceslas
(Wenzels) himself.

But Wyeliffe—"the Morning Star of the Reformation,"
as ho has been styled—only a few years prior to the birth of
Huss, had published his essay On the Truth and Meaning of
Scripture, in which he advocated the principle of " Gospel
liberty," or the right of private judgment; whilst in his tract,
On the Schism of the Popes, he had not only denounced the
Papal tyranny, as well as the idle and vicious lives of the
clergy, but condemned the abuse of her temporalities by the
Church. Moreover, in 1381, Wyeliffe had published the
twelve theses against " transubstantiation," which the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury had declared to be dangerous and
heretical.

The works of the English Reformer had been carried by a
Bohemian into his native country, and created a deep im-
pression on the minds of many of the teachers in the Uni¬
versity of Prague. Huss was among the first to embrace the
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opinions propounded in tliem, and he made a vow after read-
ing them, that he would disseminate their truth as far as his
strength would allow him. He accordingly proceeded not only
to translate the books into the language of the country, but
to promulgate the doctrines contained in them, botli in his
philosophical theses and in his discourses frora the pulpit—at
once teaching and prcaching that the Pope was Antichrist,
and denouncing the vices of the Romish Church and clergy
with a vehemence worthy of Wycliffe himself.

Numerous partisans collected themselves round about the
heterodox professor, and adopted the name of "Hussites"—
their principal tenets being a denunciation of the authority
of the Pope, the futility of indulgences and excommunication,
and the profanity of purgatory and the worsbip of the Virgin
and the Saints; but above all, insisting upon the administration
ofthe Sacrament with the cup as well as the wafer — a doc-
trine which gave to the sect the name also of " Cup-ites,"
or " Callixtenes;" for such was their zeal for this particular
principle, that they had the sign of the cup painted in their
chapels, in their houses, and on their banners.

For a time the patronage of the Queen Sophia of Bohemia
protected Huss, if not from molestation, at least from personal
injury. But his intrepidity at length provoked the anger of
the Archbishop of Prague and many of the Bohemian clergy,
so that the prelate ordered the translations of Wycliffe to be
burnt; whereupon upwards of 200 volumes, magnificently
adorned (such was the estimation in which the English Re¬
former was held (were committed, we are told, to the fiames,
while Huss himself was suspended from his office as a priest,
and forced to resign the Rectorship of the University.

He still, however, continued to preach, with even greater
vehemence than before, against the Pope as Antichrist—
against transubstantiation, as a vain conceit—and against
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prayers for the dcad and purgatory, as devices merely to fill
the cofFcrs of the Church.

Huss was at length, in 1410, summoned by Pope Alex¬
ander V. to appear in person at Bologna, and answer the
charges raised against him by the Archbishop of Prague. But
he who had taught that the Pope had no more authority than
any other priest, and that the Papal rule was an odious tyranny,
displayed of course no great alacrity in obeying the mandate;
so that he was ere long declared to be excommunicated
through contumacy, and the Cardinal Otto von Colonna gave
Orders that no mass nor any holy ceremony was to be per-
formed in Prague as long as Huss remained in the town.

Hereupon frequent tumults—often attended with blood-
shed—disturbed the streets of Prämie; for the Hussites de-
clared that their ministers had a right to celebrate the mass,
whilst the Archbishop, on the other hand, called upon the
authorities of the town for the execution of the Papal bull.

Not long after this, the Pope had ordered that a Crusade
should be instituted against Ladislaus, King of Naples, and
the command afforded Huss another opportunity for assailing
the Papal power. Accordingly, on the 24th August, 1413, he
affixed to the gates of the University and the churches of
Prague a challenge to all the doctors, who upheld the Pope's
authority, to meet him and discuss the Papal claims to obe-
dience and respect. But though no disputation ensued, the
challenge led, as usual, to increased rivalry between the con-
tending parties.

The day after the notice had been affixed to the church
doors the populace rose against the Papal preachers, and
maltreated a considerable number of them; whilst some
of the Hussites, on hearing their tenets perverted by the
Romish clergy, stood up in the church and gave the
preachers the lie direct, and others rose in the midst of tho
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mass and denounced the Pope as the scarlet lady of
Babylon.

The Senate then gave Orders for the arrest of three of
these offenders, whereupon Huss, at the head of 2000 men,
hastened to demand their hberation-; but though he was
assured that the magistrates had no intention of treating the
prisoners with any severity, they were, every one of them,
beheaded the same night in prison.

This naturally increased the bitterness of feeling among
the dissidcnts, so that perpetual broils and riots raged in the
Bohemian capital; for as the Hussites grew in number they
grew also in boldness.

Bull after bull was fulminated, but with no effect; and at
last Pope John XXIII. wrote an urgent letter to Wenceslas V.
of Bohemia, beseeching him to extirpate a heresy that threat-
ened the stability of the civil as well as the ecclesiastic institu-
tions. Wenceslas, however (for Huss had still great influence
over the mind of the Queen), paid no attention to the letter.

It was therefore considered necessary to repress the teach-
ings of Huss and his followers with a strong hand, and it
being evident that King Wenceslas was either unwilling or
afraid to do so, his brother, the Emperor Sigismund, took
the matter in hand, and summoned John Huss to surrender
himself at the forthcoming Council of Constanz—there to
explain and defend his doctrines.

The Reformer regarded the approach of the General
Council with interest, believing that the assembly would lead
to the reform of the discipline, if not the doctrines, of the
Church; and therefore cheerfully prepared to conform to
the summons.

Accordingly, having first affixed upon the palace and
church doors of Prague a notice that he was going to Con¬
stanz to render account of the reform he had proposed in
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tlie Churcli, he took his departure for that city, aecom-
panied by his faithful friend, the Knight John of Chlum,
and a few followers. ,

A thousand partisans wished to escort him, but Huss
desired to go alone with John of Chlum and some 30 ad-
herents; and having received a Warrant of " safe-conduct,"
the little cavalcade left Prague for Constanz early in October,
1414.

In a letter that Huss wrote from Nürnberg during the
journey, he says that he rode all the way with his head un-
covered, and with free and open countenance, according to the
ancient custom, to show that he feit hirnseif secure; and that
the innkeepers on the road treated him with great respect, and
brought out large cans of wine wherever they halted; for
which kindness he gave them a copy of the Ten Command-
ments printed in German, and nearly all stuck them over their
doors.

The Emperor Sigismund had decided that the solemn
opening of the Council should take place on the day of
AU-Saints, nevertheless, the inaugural mass was not cele-
brated until the 16th November—the Pope, John XXIII.
(who had come to Constanz to join in the Council), presiding
at the first sitting, and the Emperor Sigismund taking part
in the high mass on Christmas eve that was celebrated in the
Cathedral by the Pope himself.

The second Session did not occur until the second day of
March, 1415, when Pope John announced that he would
renounce the tiara if Gregory and Benedict would consent to
do so the same, But, to avoid a more formal abdication of the
Papal throne—the Council having constrained him to make
the promise of renunciation—John fled in the night, under
the protection of the Duke of Tyrol, to the Castle of Unnoth

c c 2
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at Schaffhausen. He was pursued, however, draggcd from
his retreat, and forcibly brought back to the Council; when
he was thrown into prison at Gottlieben (being immured there
but two cells off from Huss), and finally dispossessed of the
Pontificate at its 12th sitting, on the 29th May.

Two days afterwards, John made a voluntary abdication,
and Gregory also submitted to be deposed; his ambassador,
Charles Malatesta, Lord of Rimini, consenting to the pro-
ceeding. Benedict alone refused to abandon the throne, to
which he insisted he had been rightfully elected.

■;.■:

The trial of Huss did not take place tili the 5th of June,
1415—seven months after the opening of the Council. We
can read the sequel of the Reformer's touching history, from
his advent to his death, in the very stones of Constanz.

Huss had arrived at Constanz on Nov. 3, füll of hope
and courage; and two doors from the Schnetz- Thor (Carved
Gate) is still to be seen the house in which he and Von Chlum
sojourned tili Nov. 28, when he was seized and cast into
prison. The house in those days went by the sign of " zur
Taube" and was kept by one Frau Fides Pfisterin. Here he
paid ls. a week for his bed and room, which in one of his
letters he complains of, as being exorbitantly dear.

The dwelling is still standing, and bas somewhat the appear-
ance of a small country inn, with a pedimented attic projecting
from the tiles—being but two storeys high, and fitted with
one " long-light" of a window to each floor. Here the timbers
are showing through the dirty plastered walls; and on the
shutter of the ground-fioor there is a rüde inscription, over
a pair of painted pistols, giving the present tenant's name, with
the addition of his vocation-—"gunsmith and armourer," while
you can hear the sharp grating of the mechanic's nie at work
within. Beside the first-floor window is a small bas-relief bust
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of Huss, roughly sculptured in stone, with the date of 1415
cut underneath it. The figure is represented with a kind of
Inquisition cap on the head and a cropped beard. The fea-
tures, however, give no sign of the character of the man.

" There are many Pariser and Italianer (Frenchmen and
Italians) here," says Huss, in a letter to his friends in Bohemia
shortly after his arrival; " but not many Archbishops or
Bishops," he adds, " though the Cardinais are plentiful
enough, and often to be seen in the streets riding on their
mules." He expresses fear, too, that owing to the dearness of
things—-horses fetching, he says, as much as 14s. each in Con-
stanz-—that he will not have money enough to kcep him tili
the assembling of the Council.

But the " heretic" had little cause for alarm about his ex-
penses; for in less than a month he was seized and thrown
into jail, despite the Emperor's Warrant of safe-conduct.

Indeed, no sooner had he set foot in Constanz, than he found
the Pope and fathers all hostile to him; for never had any
man so many opponents, even though his purity of morals was
such as none could assail. The very day after his arrival,
Michel de Causis, the agent of the Cardinal Colonna, affixed a
notice to the Cathedral doors, denouncing him as a dangerous
heretic, and warning all good Christians against holding com-
munion with him. Further, he says in one of his letters that
on the day of High Mass, though all the ministers had a place
set aside for them, they would not grant him one.

On the morning of the 28th November he was cited to
appear before the Cardinais, and though he then told them he
had no desire to dispute with them, but merely wished to prove
the truth of his doctrines, and have them introduced into the
Church, he was in the evening arrested under the Cardinais'
Warrant, and shut up in one of the mojakish dungeons of the
town.
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In the Dominicanner Insel (the Island of the Dominican
Monastery), which is merely a few acres of land, insnlated
by a broad ditch from the adjoining sliore (viele the map
of Old Constanz given at page 403, where the Cloister is
shown on the right, and the Hafen—with the old Council-
chamber at the end—on the left, jutting out into the
water), there may be seen the remains of the " Inquisition
prison," in which Huss was confined, after bis removal from
the house near the Schnetz-Thor.

This island is still partly walled in, and behind the crowd
of trees you can just see the empty lancet-windows of the huge
chapel-like monastery itself, with long strips of newly-dyed
scarlet calico suspended from the roof; for it is now the Röthe
Fabrik (red kerchief manufactory) of M. Macaire.

Crossing the little wooden-bridge which reaches from the
Ober-Mauer (Outer Wall) to the island, and passing through
an old round-arched gateway, we came to the courtyard,
where on one aide is the Comptoir of the factory, with a
small retinue of clerks at work within. Here we enter to ask
permission to see the old dungeon — a favour which is in-
variably granted; whereupon a clerk aecompanies us along
a ränge of low cloisters, the walls of which are still decorated
with old frescoes, thongh the colours are half faded out of
the plaster. Tims we come to the chapel of the monastery
itself, which is now a mere shell, with unglazed Windows and
bare walls, and the whole length filled ■with long red and
white kerchief-pieces dangling from the rafters above, while
the ground is littcred with large casks and carboys.

Hence we pass on to the garden, the green grass of which,
too, is striped red with handkerchief-pieces, and so reach the
front of the buildings facing the lake. Here are seen the
remains of an old roadel at one end of the building, and the
guide, drawing our attention to some broken bond-stones
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projecting from the rondel-wal], teils us that Huss's dungeon
formerly stood there, but Avas taken down some few years ago
to make room for the works.

After this we are conducted to a crypt-like sacristy, with
the ceiling groined and still painted cathedral-fashion; and
here the altar-like niche is found to be filled with small
barreis and chemical bottles, instead of the " Monstrans "
and gilt candlesticks of old, whilst the air is pungent with
the fumes of nitric acid rather than incense.

We are now shown a heavy block of stone, about
18 inches Square, having an iron ring fixed in its centre.
To this ring was John Huss chained.

The attendant chips off a small splinter of the relic, bows
as he presents you with the memorial, and the show is finished.

Huss was kept in prison from the end of November, 1414,
to the middle of the next year, without a trial. At first,
while in his dungeon, he was treated with some little lenience,
but the cardinals at length gave Orders that no indulgence
should be shown him, and the poor martyr began to sicken
with the severity of his confinement.

Worn out with suspense he demanded a public trial, and
offered to retract if he should be convinced of error; and
at last a hearing was voted, and the accusations registered
against him.

Seven long months had been occupied in formulating and
examining the principles contained in his works; four car¬
dinals, two generals of the monastic Orders, and six doctors,
had been intrusted with the examination of them. Two
bishops had been sent expressly into Bohemia to inquire into
and report upon the doctrines which he had preached and
professed. Commissioners, moreover, had been appointed to
receive the depositions of witnesses and to analyse the pro-
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positions extracted from liis writings. In a word, what was
proposed to be a simple Conference, now assumed the aspect
of a trial and grave proceeding. A copy of the charges was
furnished him, but, as usual at such proceedings, he was
denied an advocate.

Now let us proceed to inspect the old Coneilium's Saal,
where the great ecclesiastical Diet, before which John Huss
was arraigned, held its sittings.

The steel engraving represents the end of the building
next the Ober-Mauer, along which we have to pass on our
way to and from the old Dominican Kloster.

Let us cross the little bridge leading to the harbour, at
the end of which the Saal Stands, and so obtain a nearer view
of the building. You perceive it gives you the notion, as we
said, of an old Swiss barn; the steep and almost pyramidal
roof is set with kind of pigeon-house-like attics at the
corners, and immediately beneath the eaves, there hangs a
deep valance, as it were, of old brown wood, and which indeed
constitutes the main peculiarity of the building.

As we stroll round the walls we find at the back a board
inscribed, for the guidance of sight-seers, with the following
notice in two languages:— "Auf diesen Conciliurris Saal ist
der Eingang vornen" (the entrance to the Concilium's Saal is
at the front).

On reaching the said entrance we perceive another poly-
glot notice over the arched doorway, running as follows: —

Concilium's Saal.
Samlung geschichtlicher denkwürdigkeiter.

And beneath this is painted an English translation in the fol¬
lowing words, " Gallery of Remarkables Antiquities."

K^l'Sfc



THE CONCILIUM S SAAL AT CONSTANZ. 393

A narrow staircase leads to the long loft, or bare barn-like
Chamber, in wliich the Council formerly held its sittings. At
that time the building was comparatively new, having been
erected only 26 years before the Session of the Diet; though
even now it has but few marks of age about it. Along the
Chamber is ranged a series of Square oaken pillars, or rather
posts, and these are marked with numbers for the merchants
who now assemble here three times a-year, for the sale of cloth
manufactured in Switzerland and Wirtembui'g. The chamber
below is still devoted to the purposes of a Kaufhaus (Exchange).

The old Council-chamber, denuded and desolate as it now
appears, reminds one of the bare deck of an immense man-of-
war laid up in ordinary.

Here it was that Huss, on the 5th of June, in the pre-
sence of the Emperor and the assembled cardinals, bishops,
kings, princes, nobles, and priests of Christendom, was shown
his printed works, and on his admitting them to have been
written by him, the principles deduced from them were read
over to him.

Of these, some he qualified, so as to remove their ob-
noxious spirit; others he evaded; and a few he denied;
whereupon the Emperor Sigismund and the Archbishop of
Cambray exhorted him to submit unconditionally to the
Church. Huss again assured them that he had come there
with that design, if it could be proved to him that he

On the following day, thirty-nine propositions drawn
up from his works were submitted to him, the priests and
monks screaming at him the while, " like the Jews at Jesus,"
to use Huss's own words — while many cried aloud, "Burn
his works! burn them !"

Repeated and urgent were the efforts now made by the
Emperor and nobles, the Pope and cardinals, to induce
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him to recant; but, in obedience to the voice within him,
the steadfast Bohemian would not gainsay his honest belief.
When, therefore, the assembly found him so resolute, they
began to threaten him with the utmost vengeance of the
law, ecclesiastical and civil.

At the third hearing, the Emperor Sigismund said to
him, as a last appeal, " John Huss, you have two courses
still open to you: either to retract all your heresies and
throw yourself on the mercy of the Council, or eise to abide
stubbornly by your doctrines; in which case we shall know
how to deal with you; and rather than let such a heretic
live," he added emphatically, while utterly ignoring his written
pledge of protection, " I would liglit your stake myself."

Hereupon the Bishop of Poland roared out, " We know
well what to do with miscreants."

But the undaunted Reformer calinly awaited the doom
he now plainly saw before him. He could not recant, and
knew, therefore, that he could not escape.

At the 15th sitting of the Council, the doctrines of John
Huss were formally condemned as ." gross and damnable
heresies," 250 prelates taking part in the memorable decree.

Let us, however, continue our historical search among
the antiquities of the town.

At the end of the Concilium's Saal there is a partition,
with a door leading to " The Gallery of Remarkables Anti¬
quities" within. On opening this we find ourselves in a kind
of small Tussaud's exhibition, with a sprinkling of old pots,
china, coins, and noseless busts, that give it somewhat the
character of a miniature museum.

The first objects here that strike the sight are three
dressed figures the size of life, ranged under a rüde canopy,
and standing on a small raised platform. The figures are so-

■1
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called modeis of John Huss, Jerome of Prague, (his faithful
friend and fellow-sufferer,) and Father Cölestin—the latter
being the Dominican friar who was the principal Opponent of
Huss at the Council.

These figures are far more ludicrous than solemn, being
as unnatural as tailors' dummies, and the faces carved about
as artistically as barbers' blocks. They are indeed but mere
" Guys," that seem to be fit for a bonfire rather than serving
to impress one with the terror of the stake. The monk is
habited in a " frock " of coarse blue flannel, whilst Huss and

Jerome of Prague are dressed in kind of black bathing-gown-
like gaberdines, and wear Inquisition-like caps ; each of the
figures being in the uncomfortable attitude of toppling over.

On the same platform are exhibited the " trone et fauteuil
de l 'Empereur Sigismund," which is merely a rüde Square old
arm-chair, that was once gilt perhaps, and covered with blue
velvet — small strips of which are still clinging to the seat.
Not many feet from this, again, Stands the throne and fauteuil
of Pope Martin V., and this is in shape like a pair of calipers,
but has now merely a bündle of horse-hair protruding
through the ragged velvet seat.

At one'end of the exhibition-room there projects a small
closet, about as big as a knife-house, representing " the prison
wherein John Huss was kept for three months," and with
an inscription on the wall to the following effect:—

" The prison of John Huss, formerly upon the Isle of the
Dominicans. The form and size (of the original) were the
same, (the model being fitted up,~) with the identical door,
window, and some bricks, which formed pari of the original
floor, and on which are some letters supposed to have been cid
by Huss himself. He was conßned in it 92 days."

At the side of this again is a certificate from M. Macaire,
saying that " on account of alterations in his premises he has
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transferred the above-mentioned parts of the original dungeon
to M. Castel, antiquarian of Constanz."

This dungeon is somewhat after the style of a ship's berth,
and the original door is now merely an old worm-eaten thick
wooden portal, with huge rusty iron hinges and bolts, and
fitted with a little trap, through which the bread used to be
handed in.

As the loquacious little watchmaker—who is the pro-
prietor of the exhibition, and pursues bis trade in one corner
of the room during the absence of visitors—points out these
things to you, he keeps brushing away at some watch-wheels
that he holds in bis band, while he exciaims, in strong nasal
German-French, " Oh! ong a traiti ce pauvre komme pire qu'un
chieng ! "

Not far from the " model prison " is a wooden and battered
life-size fifjure of Abraham kneeling, with a ram at bis feet.
This has the same Square Inquisition cap on the head as the
figure of Huss, and formerly formed part of the pulpit in the
Cathedral. The populace, however, mistook the figure, on
account of the cap, for the effigy of the " heretic" himself, and
delighted to deface it by driving nails into its cheeks and eyes.
It has now no nose, and the face is as if pitted with the
small-pox from the heads of the tacks that have been ham-
mered into the wood.

From the Council-chamber where the martyr was tried,
let us now pass to the Cathedral where he was condemned.

The Constanz Münster is hardly to be reckoned handsome,
after the eye has been pampered with the Doms at Strasburg
and Freiburg. The open tower, which has been newly raised,
is but a mere copy of the steeple of the latter edifice; while
the spiral staircase, showing within the open stone tubes, are
but duplicates of the turret columns of Strasburg. There

mt
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is, however, a curious carved doorway at the principal en-
trance, tliat is rieh as the screento some choir.

In the interior the nave is supported by sixteen pillars,
each of which is a single block, with solid Byzantine capi-
tals. Near one of these, the custos points out to you the
spot where the " heresiarch Huss " stood when sentence of
death by burning was pronounced against him..

Frorn Ins dungeon in the cloisters at the back of the
Cathedral, Huss was led forth at six in the morning, on the 6th
of Jury, 1415, and "was reeeived," says Professor Eiselein,
" by the Archbishop of Riga (to whose care, as keeper of the
seals of the Council, Huss had latterly been entrusted), at St.
Stephan's Kirche, in the Platten Strasse (this church, with its
sharp steeple, may be seen nearly facing the Cathedral in the
map given at page 403); after which he was condueted by
the beadles to the front of the Dom, where, " being a heretic,"
he was obliged to wait outside the door tili the mass was over.

Then the portals were thrown back, and he was taken by
four bishops — the deputies of four national Churches—to the
sixth pillar in the nave, where he was put to kneel on a
huge slab of stone, with a pole supporting a priest's robes
beside him. The Bishop, Jacob of Lodi, hereupon, as the
Death - sentencer {Galcjen-pater") of the Council, discoursed
upon the words of Paul, "that the body of sin may be
destroyed."

" Huss, however," the Bishop added, " had come to Con-
stanz under the Empcror's Warrant of safe-conduet;" and at
the mention of the words the Reformer cast upon the Em-
peror, who sat there in liis robe of State, such a withering
look of rebuke that it made the royal Kar grow crimson
with shame.

Next, the Bishop of Concordia read a decree, in which
sentence of exeommunication, with two months' imprison-
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ment, was pronounced against every man, whatever his
dignity— were he emperor, king, cardinal, arclibishop or
bishop—who sliould presume, by speaking or moving, to
testify either applause or disapprobation during the solemn
act about to take place.

Hereupon the Procurator of tbe Council slowly rose
from his seat, and demanded that the doctrines preached and
taught by John Huss in the kingdom of Bohemia should
be condemned as "heretical, seditious, captious, and offen¬
sive to pious ears."

This part of the sentence having been formally carried
out, Huss was once more exhorted to recant; and, he having
once more refused, the Bishop of Concordia proceeded to
pronounce two sentences: first, that his works should every -
where be committed to the flames; and secondly, that he
himself should be degraded from the priesthood, by the
Arclibishop of Milan and six bishops, as one with whom the
Church of Christ had no longer any concern: after which
he was to be handed over to the secular authorities, to
be dealt with according to the criminal law.

Accordingly, when he. had been dressed in his sacerdotal
robes, and the Communion cup placed in his hand, he was
once again desired to retract, and on his repeated refusal the
chalice was snatched from him by the Bishops, and his priest's
garments torn from his back piece by piece; after which all
traces of the tonsure were erased by cutting his hair in the
form of a cross, and a tall paper cap, painted with devils and
bearing the inscription—" Hekesiaecha," put on his head;
and in this state he was led to the porch, so that he might
see his "accursed" works burnt in the fire before his eyes.

This done, he was taken back to the Cathedral, where
he was publicly expelled from the church, the Bishops j
uttering these words the while: — " The Church has hence-
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fortli nothing further to do witli tbee,— it gives thy body
over to the law, and thy soul to the deviV Whereupon he
was cursed as Judas, smitten on both cheeks, and finally cast
with a thrust of the foot from the Cathedral doors, where
the law officers waited to receive him.

JOHN HUSS ON HIS WAY TO THE STAKE.

(Front a Drawing in the Archives qflhe Counts von Königsegg, in Aulendorf.)
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Then the Emperor condemned him to be burnt, and he was
immediately transferred to the charge of the Elector Palatine.

According to an old law, the executioner was entitled
to cverything that at the time of death raight be upon the
person of those suffering at his hands. It was, however,
in this instance, ordered that Huss should be burnt with
all his clothes on; and when the priests heard that he was
really to suffer martyrdom at the stake, they raised such a
yell of delight, and liooted so loudly at the poor Bohemian,
that Sigismund was obliged to announce that all who should

again be guilty of such misconduct should be forthwith
ejected from the Cathedral.

IIuss, however, during all the insults heaped upon him,
behaved with the greatest fortitude and patience; and to the
last moment of his life, indeed, put to shame the cruelties
of his persecutors.

From the church we are led to the neighbouring cloisters,
to see the martyr's last prison. This consists of a small cellar
let into the wall at the end of the cloisters, the door being
secured with peculiar old padlocks. Though there is little
extraordinary about the place — for it is merely a dark damp
vault, with a strong ratty smell pervading it—the mere sight
of the dungeon stirs the soul with violent Indignation.

In this dismal hole John Huss passed his last night,
for he was led hence early in the morning, as we have
said, to be stripped of his robes, and thence to be carried
to the stake. Here, too, it was that he wrote the subjoined
touching epistle—his last letter to his Bohemian friends: —

"Stoljn ShtäS to fctä dftimtfö in JJohnm'a.

"Allow nie to use this my last opportunity in order to impress
upon you that you canput trust in nothing in this world; therefore
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devote yourselves entirely to the service of God. I have good reason
to warn you tliat you cannot depend on princes, nor on any other
man, for there is no lielp in them. God alone remains true and
steadfast. What Ile promises He assuredly performs. 1 resign
myself wlwlly to Ilis merciful promise, and trust devoutly to His
grace. A ccording as I have endeavoured to be Ilis servant, even
so have I no fear of Ilis forsahing ine. I hope much from the
icords of our gracious Saviour — ' Well done, good and faithful
servant; thou hast Leen faithful over afew things ' (and, verily, my
life is the smallest thing that I can offer Hirn, seeing that He
gave it me Himself), ' I will make thee a ruler over many things :
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.' (Matt. xxv. 23.) I shall
soon exchange my long ajßictions for eternal Miss and tranquillity.
The God ofpeace and all Ileaven support you. This is, beyond
doubt, the last letter I shall ever write to you. I have cause to
believe that I shall be called upon to-rnorrow to answer with my
life the charges that have been raised against nie. Still, even in
this I comfort myself with the consolation of Jesus Christ; and I
am not frightened of that ivhich kills the body, since it cannot
destroy the soul. Sigismund has dealt falsely in everything. God,
however, forgive Mm. You have heard in how severe a strain he
spoke against me. Farewell! Pray that you fall not into tempta-
tion. I look forward with joy to my death-day. Seek you to live
so that you may die happily. " JOHN IIUSS."

The last scene of all is tlie site of the martyrdom itself.
This is now merely a large orchard, reached by the

Paradieser-Thor, that leads to the road to Zürich. Passing
the " Caffe zum GutW" and the line of market-gardens bor-
dering the road, we turn off into a field on the left.

Here, as we bend our steps towards the reverend spot, we
hear the sharp grating of the whetstone, and shortly after-
wards, as we approach the mower, the ear catches the
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sound of tlie crisp cuttlng of the grass. The cottagers' child-
ren are out in tlie field, shouting and laughing as they toss
the green blades into lieaps, and tlie brown cattle are grazing
peacefnlly under the trees, whilst the air is laden with the
smell of new-made hay and the fumes of burning weeds
from tlie neiahbourina; meadow.

At the end of the pathway Stands a cotter's house; two
chubby-cheeked cliildren are playing in the sun upon tlie door-
step, and tlie mother is spinning close beside them.

Slie quits her wheel and comes forth to point out to us the
spot we are in quest of, saying, " Johann Huss bei der dicker
Baum auf der linkster Seid, gebrennt wur ;" and as she speaks
the words she directs our attention to a leafless stump of a
tree, not a hundred yards from her door.

The mower, who has been watching us since be noticed us
go by, now joins the woman, and says he has lived hard
by all his life, and that people cannot teil the precise site
of the burning; they only know that Huss was executed
somewhere in the field called the " Brühl."

But let us follow worthier guides than rustic gossip.
" At ten o'clock of the 6th July, 1415 — the same day as

he had been publicly condemned in the Cathedral"—says the
learned Professor Eiselein, " they led forth the martyr (whom
nothing could shake, and who kept chanting hymns by the
way) from the Cathedral porch, through the town-gates, to-
wards the ' Brühl'"*■ —as indicated by the dotted line in the
subjoined wood-engraving.

* Th(s word Brühl is thought by some to be a derivative of the French
lirtiler; so that the present name of tlie field would have been given to it, not
only subsequent to, but in consequence of, the martyrdom. A better origin
for the title, however, is that which makes it a mere corruption of " das Prügli"
—literally, the place of the stake.
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Immense crowds of pcople followed in tlie train — the
" Gewapnoten " reckons the multitude at 3000 — so tliat tlie
officials were oLliged to wait at the city gates tili tlie troops
arrived and cleared tlie way for them.

They then marched on tili they reaclied the Kleine Brühl,
and here again, from the great crowd assembled, they were
obliged to quit the direct path and lead the martyr round by
" Reichman's Widen."

Still, however, the multitude pressed upon them, so tliat
they were unable to pursue their way, and the procession
finally stopped at a spot known by the name of " Das Prügli."

Here they put down tlie fagots, and Huss feil on bis
knees and remained praying for a considerable time.

After tliis they led him to the Inner Brühl, not far
from the outer gate leading to Gottlieben, and there making
a ring, they placed Huss in the middle; when Ulrich of
Richenthal approached bim and inquired whether he wished
to confess, as the chapel of St. Stephen was close at band.

But Huss replied, tliat, having no great sin on bis soul,
he had no need of a confessor; whereupon the Elector,
Duke Ludwig von der Pfalz, ordered the executioner to do
bis duty.

Accordingly Huss was tied to the stake, with bis face
turned towards the west; and at this critical moment
the Elector Palatine, with the Marshai of the Empire, ap¬
proached, and for the last time renewed the exhortation
that he would renounce bis " heresies " and save bis life. But
tlie hero, for the hundredth time, would not listen to the
entrcaties, and declared bis willingness to die for the truth.

The final resolve was no sooner uttered than the com-
mand was given to fire the fagots, and then Huss prayed
aloud, as the flames curled about bim, crying,— "Jesu
Christe ! Fiü Dei vivi, qui passus es pro nobh, miserere mei —

■■I
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miserere mei /" and continued repeating the supplicatiun tili
the smoke choked his utterance and ultimately sufFocated
him.

The wind had blown the paper cap from his head, but
the executioner seized it and thrust it in the fire, "-so
that nothing that belonged to him should escape the
flames."

At eleven o'elock, on the 6th July, 1415, the body of the
heroic John Huss was reduced to ashes. Even these, how-
ever, were not allowed to rest undisturbed, but were swept
together, thrown in a cart, and cast into the Rhine,— the
martyr being, as the chronicles say, "42 years and not a
day"—the anniversary of his birth having been chosen as the
date of his death.

" If the goose," said Huss, shortly before his death, and
with a quaint play upon the meaning of his name, in pro-
phetic allusion to the coming Reformation, " if the goose,
which is only a peaceful bird, and whose flight is not
high in the air, has been snared by the wicked, other birds,
soaring more boldly, shall hereafter break through the
toils — f'or instead of a feeble goose the truth shall send
forth eagles and keen-eyed vultures."

Some few years back it was proposed to erect a monu-
ment to the memory of the first heroic Reformer of Germany,
and large sums of money were collected, not only in the
neighbourhood of his martyrdom, but from Bohemia in par-
ticular. But when permission was applied for to carry out
the work, it was found that the Emperor of Austria had
written to the Grand Duke of Baden requesting that he
would put his veto upon such an undertaking, " as it ivould
be likely to bring the memory of the Emperor Sigismund into
contempt." (!)
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