PREFACE.

It seems appropriate to begin this volume by stating the cir-
cumstances under which it 1s I_.Jt'l.‘:-'l‘lllé't] to the ]nll.h]ir:k

On the &th |J:\{3|-!|-|1|:|‘: 1828, the late -Elias HHJ'I'_\'_, [",.‘-'[1.4 made
a donation of ten thousand dollars to the trustees of the College
of Charleston, South Carolina. The instrument, by which the
donation was conveyed to the Trustees, declares the design of
the donor in making it to have been, “to assist the Trustees to
establish a professorship in the College, of which the Principal
for the time being shall be the Professor.”” In a letter dated the
same day, the founder wrote to me thus ; — “ God, in distributing
his mercies and his favors, has been eminently bountiful to my
family, and lastly to me ; and it is but just, that those, to whom
his favors have been |_;1,'.-;1.||W(‘li, should LLt'i\tlll\\'lL'l'ig'!". his gnurl—
ness by rendering services to others, and more particularly to
the community in which they dwell. I confess, that my feelings,
on this day, have been uncommon and peculiar. My mind has
always been anxious for the prosperity of my country, and par-
ticularly for Charleston, my native city ; and, if my donation to
the ('.10“1'_!?‘

consider my reward as rich indeed.”

shall hereafter prove a benefit to our youth, I shall

In accepting this donation, the Trustees say, ‘The memory

of such an act will not pass away with our transitory existence.
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Ordinarily the fruits of benevolence perish with their imme-

diate appropriation ; but, in this instance, they will be enjoyed

by the living, and be preserved in their original bloom and

freshness for future aces. As long as literature and science,

and the improvement of the minds and morals of the rising gen-

eration, shall be cultivated among us, the name of the distin-
guished patron and promoter of these inestimable objects will
be gratefully associated with them.”* On the 25th of October,
1829, the founder, in communicating his ¢ intentions respecting
his [1!‘“?‘1‘.‘-‘.\'1’1I'.‘=‘l|‘|]r.‘"~ to the Trustees, SAYyS, Among other [||;'[]qu
It is further hig intention, that for ever hereafter, the Lec-
tures delivered on Moral and Political Philosophy, by every

Pr'in-'i!::n_i of the ('-—w||e-;r of Charleston as the Horry }I|'<.-|I¢',-L-~'c,j_':

shall be [1[i||[|_‘(l and IUl;i||i:~|l_| d, from time to time, in such man-
ner as the Trustees and Principal of the said College shall judge
expedient, and for its benefit.”” In a letter to me of 2d of Feb-

ruary, 1829, after referring to these “intentions,’ he

thought it best to trammel the professorship but little, and to

leave as much as possible to the judgment, talents, and learn-

ing of the Principal of the college, and to the changes both in
morals and politics which in the course of time may happen. I
am glad to hear, that you have commenced your preparations for

delivering your Lectures, and I look forward with at pleasure,

to the good which will result from them.”

Again, in a letter of the 3d of June, 1829, he says, “I con-
sider Moral Philosophy to be that branch of science, which treats
of man in his individual capacity, and of the moral and intellec-
tual qualities of his mind. Political Philosophy, I consider as

applicable to men in their public capacities, whereby civil so-

cieties are formed, governments are established, and laws are

framed or enacted, in the first instance, for the guidance of each

i
soclety, state, or nation, and afterwards to J't':'_;'lilé-.h' the inter-

* Resolution, introduced to the Bo

of Trustees by the Hon. William Dray-

ton, and unanimously n|.i.r:.\.-.|, on the 13th of October, 1525
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course of states or nations with each uT]I(‘]‘_. both m peace and in

war, thereby forming laws for the guidance of nations. You

have properly expressed what I understand by Political Philoso-
phy, or Political Law, by the terms ¢ constitutional and interna-
tional law,’ regarding, however, each State in our union or con-

federacy, as a sovers State or community. The treatise on

Political Law which I studied, was that of Burlamaqui, who was
professor of law at Geneva. Since his time, Europe has
changed, the human mind has become in a manner reorganized,
and in America the greatest of all the republics known to the
world has been established. A ireatise on Political Law or
Philosophy, on the plan of Burlamaqui’s, or Vattel’s, or of any
other distinguished jurist, but to suit our age, our national
government, and the governments of our States, would come
fully up to my ideas. I will here repeat,” continues he, “what
[ mentioned to you in a former letter, — that I would wish to
trammel the professorship but little, and to leave as much as

possible, to the judgment, talents, and learning of the professor ;

who will suit his Lectures to the changes both in morals and

tics which time will occasion.™

pol
Again, in still another letter, of the 20th of January, 1830,

he says, ¢ Although the composition of your Lectures has cost

you great literary labor, and the time which would otherwise
have been devoted to relaxation from your important duties, yet
i,n t]u,! {'-|1|1 _'.'un will be !'1‘\\':]l'lli'r‘l |l_t TJH‘ oreat |1I||r|j:: ;[i'u’n’t _‘..’f_lu
will render to the present, and every succeeding generation of
youth in our eity,-and by the pleasure, —by the satisfaction
you will ever enjoy, in having, by your learning, made a large
contribution to the cause of literature.’

It will be seen by the documents, which the founder of this
F:ruﬁ'sﬁf:]'s]lip has left behind him,* and which have been ||1In[(’{i
above, that he contemplated a series of works to be published

on Moral and Political Science, as a consequence of his munifi-

* He died on the 17th of September, 1
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cence. These documents have made known his wishes and ex-
pectations with a fulness and definiteness, which leave nothing to
be desired. And the great and frequent complaints, which have
been I'l'n'l_-Jt1|_\' made, that the persons, to whose trust benefac-
tions of this kind have been commitied, have very extensively
failed to apply them in good faith to accomplish the objects de-
Hi;rlr'ti by the donors, led me to an immediate determination to
use my utmost endeavours to meet the expectations and justify
the confidence, which the late Mr, Horry reposed in me, and

which chiefly influenced him, I have the best reason to believe,

to found his kll'lr|‘£'r-r4-a|'.~|lill in the College of Charleston. I was

IIII\'\i“irl‘_’_ that the fault should be ascribed to any want of exer-
tion on my part, if his expectations were not answered.

Guided |J_‘. these views, and ;||'li:|_-_l_ under the influence of these
sentiments, I formed my original plan for executing his * inten-
tions ” as made known by himself. I proposed ultimately to
write and publish, 1. An Elementary Treatise of Moral Philoso-
phy. 2. A Constitutional History of the United States. 3. An
Elementary Treatise on the Constitutional Law of the United
states.” . A Treatise on the Law of Nations.

The volume now presented to the public is the first fruit of the
founding of this professorship, so far as publication i1s concerned.
The preparation of the second of the contemplated series, —a
Constitutional History of the United States, —ig far advance d,

it, as soon as it can be revised and

and it is intended to publi
completed. Some small progress, too, has been made in the
fourth of the series I'rl'i',lillil“l\' l"lll["l]i}.'[illl'l[,

In u'l'i[ilt;_r this treatise of Moral [']Lllu.-;n_;ui]_\' which was at
first written in the form of lectures), I have carefully kept in
view several principles by which I have intended to gili:i{‘.
r||_1'.-'l-l['.

1. It has been the leading part of my plan, to treat of practical

* In consequence of the publication of Mr. Justice Story’s “ Commentaries
on the Constitution of the United States,” this part of the author's plan has been

relinquished,
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morals as distineily as possible from any other subject. There
has been some diffieulty in doing this, because the department
of practical morals is intimately connected with the theory of
morals, with law, and with Christian theology. 1 have been the
more particular in observing this rule, because I have seen an

admixture of theology and moral philosophy, which I consider

injudicious, in several late treatises of moral philosophy.

2. Again, it has been an essential part of my plan, to write a

treatise of Chrisfian morals, —to collect, expand, and illustrate
the moral principles and precepts of the Bible. To this end, I
have endeavoured to keep close to the letter and spirit of the
Old and New Testaments, considering myself, when treating of
the morals, no less than if I had been discussing the doctrines
of Christianity, bound not to ¢ add unto** or ¢ take away from*’#
this highest source of wisdom and most authoritative standard of
practice as well as of faith.

3. My plan has embraced the elemenis of practical morals
{JT]L\.', and my aim has therefore been to avoid all abstruse, re-
fined, and especially all speculative discussions of the subject.
These are not without their measure of importance ; but they
are beyond the limits which, at the outset, I preseribed to my-
self. In drawing this distinction between the elements and the
more abstruse parts of the subject, accurate judgment and nice
dis

successful. But the attempt has been honestly made and steadily

rimination are requisite, and I may not always have been

pursued.

4. I have endeavoured to write an elementary treatise of prac-
tical Christian morals, which shall give no just cause of offence to
any denomination of Christians, or to any religious, literary, or
political party in the country. The different denominations of
Christians will find their peculiarities very seldom, if ever, refer-
red to, and if referred to at all, always, I trust, respectfully. It

is perhaps too much to expect complete suceess in this particu-

* Revelation xxii. 18, 19.

b
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lar, but I have sincerely wished to avoid giving just cause of of-

fence to any individual, or to any body of men whatever.

5. I have endeavoured to treat practical morals in @ manner
suiled fo the wants of the present day. This remark has respect
]_LLI[]I. to ﬂu_; selection Jlt.illllit_'."-' for discussion :1![11 illustration, Cl[l(L
to the application of principles to the tendencies, events, and
general circumstances of the passing timeés. The principles of
practical morals are the imperishable principles of truth, and are

e, in which

not i themselves subject to change; but the proper mod
they are to be illustrated and ”'l'{'::""l"- varies, in a greater or less
:1{-_51‘[‘:lr:, :l;'n‘-a|'<|i|::_{ to the form of government, the structure and
condition of society, the employments, and the state of educa-
tion, general intelligence, &ec., in a country. It is the duty of
each succeeding writer on any science, to reproduce and incor-

porate inte his work, whatever is most valuable in the works of

preceding writers on the same science ; otherwise knowledg

cannot be |-\|u-|-h-|5 to advance, and ,'ui:-_]ir |u:.—-.~i'.-'il‘.' retrd we.

But in addition to this, it has been my aim to combine in my
. -J- hatever £ frocl and-- T IR TR SER la l att o
work whatever of fresh and novel interest 1s entitled to atten

tion. To this end, I have availed myself of all the materials

which dilizence, virilant search, and enterprise could bring with-

. I have, during many years, :JIII'\'|lc'!!--t'I| all the

Philos

in my reac

books and pamphlets published upon Mora hy or any of

its topics, which, I have had reason to believe, were worth pur-

chasing, The science of practical morals is not stationary,

|1|IIl']t li ss 18 1t .ll]"ill.‘.'l.:.I]I' of advancement. Like other r\r'il'lll't'ﬁ*,

it depends in a certain degree on experience; and successive

\.\.'I‘IHE'I':-'- nll_l__"lir to aim to l'1:|!--rl.. and I'r-_ﬂi=ll'1' ill their works, L|]'_‘
well matured results of experience. This volume seems to
me to contain a considerable number of new results of this
kind.

6. In treating the various subjects which make up this vol=

ume, I have not thought my duty fulfilled by presenting my own

unassisted reflections and conclusions ; though to have satisfied

mysell with such a course would have been a task comparative-
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ly free from difficulty. The truth is, practical Christian morals
form a branch of science, depending quite as much on authority
as any other science whatever. The writer of an elementary
treatise on any branch of the law presents his eonclusions sus-
tained, limited, modified, and otherwise qualified, by the best
authorities with which his learning and research have furnished
him. To this end, he consults statutes, the decisions of the most
authoritative tribunals, the comments and illustrations of men
learned in the seience, and uses them all in aid of his own ac-
quirements made by reading, observation, and reflection. In
like manner, the science of morals does not consist of the
:)l'pil]inn::, 5:_']1““1[3:1',,\-_1? and conclusions of one or of a few men.
The Seriptures of the Old and New Testament, the law of the
land, the illustrations, amplifications, and deductions of the
groui masters of reason and argument, who have adorned the
annals of mankind, both in ancient and modern times, are to be
constantly consulted by the moral philosopher, and their labors
are to be used in aid of his own,

7. As this Treatise is designed for the use of our ]Ii_-_:]l(‘]' insti-
tutions of learning, as well as for private reading, it has been
my aim to select, from the very wide circle of subjects embraced
within this science, those which are fitted to be most useful to the
young men who resort to those institutions for education, and to
treat them in a manner suited to their situation and wants. In
{]i:ﬂ:"l]r‘c.-'iu_s__r and il||1.-'li'ntiug the various :-Ii!'nji‘i‘Tr-‘ Ft'lm.‘Tt't!, it has
been my aim to convey as much pertinent and valuable mat-
ter as possible, in a clear, direct, and condensed style. The

most suitable order and arrangement, too, in which to dispose my

materials have engaged my attention. I have brought to the
composition of the work, a spirit of patient labor and a desire to
be useful. I have endeavoured, moreover, to infuse into every
part, @ healthful moral tone, suited to cherish the candor,
modesty, sincerity, ingenuousness, and docility of temper, which
are the greatest ornament of youth, and the highest promise of

future success and usefulness in life. I have permitted no occa-
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sion to pass by unimproved, which I might fairly use, to incul-
cate an elevated sense of justice, of integrity, of honor, of

'1jllfli|_'-', and 1-I"il:rll-l:l'llcle'llf:l: of feelin sentiment, and action.

=5
All these are elements of an enlightened sense of duty, the
strengthening and maturing of which, is, of all things, the most
essential in the formation of character.

Next to religion, the moral interests of a nation are its high-

est inte

rests, and practical morals have an intrinsic claim to be
universally studied and understood. Studies pertaining to moral
duty, that is, to personal conduct, may well claim precedence
of every other. It is not illll]t,ll'l.‘L[iL, that every man should be
acquainted with Algebra and Geometry, though these sciences
are not without their use to any one; but it is important, that
eYEry man, l'-'[l.'ll&_'\'L‘I‘ II].’LI\ be his \'m-.‘lrinu, ;-'|1|1L|]r] be ;Lg'qililjlllt:l{
with practical morals. Still, the importance of Moral Philesophy
18 not so generally acknowledged as it ought to be, and it has
been very much neglected, in :1||||U.—-I'? if not L]nli,lr all our institu-
tions of education.

Moral Philosophy has important relations to, and connexions
with law ; and, on these parts of the subject, I have sometimes
stood in need of the aid and advice of gentlemen learned in the
law, My acknowledgments are due to Mitchell King, C. G.
Memminger, and George W. Eggleston, Esquires, of Charles-

ton, for considerable a:

istance rendered in this way. While
residing at Cambridge to superintend the printing, similar as-
sistance has been given me, with much kindness and courtesy,
by Simon Greenleaf, Esq., Royall Professor of Law in Harvard
[Tllj\'vl‘:-'il_\', and ]-_1.‘ Mr. Justice f";[ur'.\" of the .‘\'u|:1':-mg- Court of the
United States. Invited *“ to consult them as often as it suited
me,’” several of my chapters have derived the greatest advan-

1{14_H‘ from the consultations which were thus l-u{;mu-u_ljr-tl. Pl'(‘ﬁi—
dent Quincy, also, with his accustomed liberality, and without
‘l\'-’l.ilill_‘_" to be it;l]l“t'si L0, thpl.‘[lt'il to me all the facilities of the
University.

Cambridge, 4 September, 1837,
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